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TOT HE 

R E A D E R 

51 S not to be expefted, that' 
] the WorMt'wiN take it for 
J an Excufe of the tedious 
*t Delay has been ■ made irr 
* publilhing the 7th Volume - 
of' the TUrkiJh Spy, to fay. That our 
jfrabiannovf grows Old and Decrepjd ; is" 
forced to walk with a Staff or Crutch; as ■ 
he himfclf confefles in - one of the follow- 
ing Letters j and is befides worn out "with" 
Sicknefs and Care ; fo that he canflat be' 
ib expeditious in Bufinefs as he "was in his' 
his Youth. It may be faid, this Apo- 
Ibgy would be more proper for the Eng-' 
H% Tranjlator to make, were he in the 
fame Condition. But he is in his Prime,' 
in the' Flower of his Age, Vigorous and - 
AAive ; and therefore might have made ■ 
more Hafte, they will fay, to oblige the ■ 
World, and gratify the Expetftations of * 
thofe Gentlemen who perpetually dun the 
Bookjilhn for the refl of his Mabometnn 
Ijcctcrs. ,, ^ ;■..'. 

A3 V 



To the REAT>ER. 

It were eafy to anfwer this, by only 
putting you in Mind^ That he who un- 
dertakes to lead a flow-footed, fliort- 
winded, and weak Perfon by the Hand, 
and condudt him to his Journey's End, 
muft of Neceffity keep the fame Pace 
with his Charge, tho* he himfelf were 
fwift as a Stag, when alone and at Li- 
berty. Befides that, a Man is apt to at- 
traft a Concagio% from the Company he 
keeps, and turn their ill Qualities inta 
Habits of his own. 

But all this is trifling, and our Englifb 
Tranflator is under none of thefe Circum- 
ftancea. To come to the Purpofe there- 
fore. Gentlemen, you will commend our 
^TranJlcAorS Wifdom, for not being in fuch. 
Pcjl-Hafie at this Junfture, when you re- 
fleft.. That, like a wife Racer ^ tho* he gave 
2^ Start in the Beginning, it firfl: fetting 
out, yet he foon flacken*d his Pace, that 
he might make fure of the Goal^ remem-^ 
bring the Old Englijh Froverhj The more 
Hajie the worfe Speed. Thus he fufFeredl 
Three Years to Aide by him, be-r 
zdVoL fore he reached the Second Stage. 
And tho' he began to take up his . 
heels more nimbly afterwards, fo as to recOf 
ver by Degrees his loft Time and Ground,, 
yet ftill he did but moderately jogg on % 
uow. fpringing> thenjialting, asQccafion 
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To the RBA'DER. 

offcrM^and as he found hirStreng^ could 
hold; At length, having but Two Stages 
more, wonder not, that he is a little more 
tedious tbaa ordinary in this : For he does 
it to reireih himfelf, and keep his Breath 
for the lad: Strain of all, which brings the 
Prize : Obferving herein the Old Adage^ 
Finis CaroHot Opus. 

Afi to the Letters contained in this Se- 
venth Volum€y there is Iktie to be faid 
more particular than of thoie that have 
gone before. They in general contain a 
Mifcellany of Htftorical Tranfadlions, 
Moral and PhUofofbical Thoughts, inter<- 
fperfed here and there with Mahometan 
Politicks and Divinity. 

Only you will find our yirabian engaged 
with-a certain Jew at Vknna^ in fomenting- 
the Difcords of the German Empire^ encou- 
raging the Rebels of Hungary^ Croatia^ and 
mutinous Provinces. You will hear of the 
Deaths of Count Serini^ Frangipam^ . and 
Nadafiu who were all beheaded for be- 
ing Ringleaders in this Rebellion. 

The next and laft Volume has this of 
lingular in it, that it will prefent you with - 
the Rife and Preferment of Count Teckely^ 
who has made fo much Nolle in theWorld, 
It relates many of his Publick Adlions, and " 
not a few of his Secret Intrigues. In fine, 
kdifcovers the Train that was Uld.X.'c^ViWii 

A 4 x^^. 



Tf.the- RKA'DER. 

up all Europe into the FJame of open War. . 
and univerfal Hoftility, which to thU-. 
Day confumes the Lives and Eftates of 
fomanythoufand C,&rj/?iij«j, impoverifties . 
andiays wafte whole Nations, and 'tis to 
be feared will end in letting in the 2arij, 
.once more upon us to our final Ruin and, 
Confufibn : fince thofe Infidels never take 
greater Advantage to invade and conquer- 
the Dominiqns of Chriftians, than when 
they find us involved in domcftick Wars, 
one with another- 
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BOOK I. 

LETTER L 
Mahmut the Arabian at FarU, to 
>^nnadolin, Holy Santone of the 
yaW of SMon. 

SHY wu I made a Man, to endure 
I ihele cruel Agonies, of v/hicli m 
H other Sftciti ot Jcnown Biiagt can 
I pofliblybecapabk? Or why, at Ifaft, 
n was 1 particularly fbrm'd of liich a 
I Conftitiition, as to attradt the Evils 
' which are icatter'd up and down the 
World, and' Piece-meal dropp'd on the HatiiiUUs ck 
other Mortal Hen ; whilft I alone am made the Com- 
moD Sink of Human Miferey! Surely my partial iif«- 
Tofeaft mooapolized themoft envenom'd jifte^joftlM 
Stars, witluRit partaking of the k&& \ieu>.%<iv «& 
&rourabIe Gbsca TJw Pmett lad\aiii vv «i Ka&- 




ft-- . Letters writ by VoL VII. 

cnt deep Urifinrc off1?'/?f «/ J»/ft^«rrer,which they pour- 
ed out at large upon the very Moment of my Birth, 
Nor cou'd the careful Midwife with all her Skill and 
Charms, defend my tender, dudiile, reeking Body, 
from the invincible Catara&s, which flow'd upon me 
from all the envious lyi^wj and Conftellations in Heaven, 
My whole Lite has been but one continued Tra- 
gedy, wherein the various Change of Scenes has not 
relieved me from the leaft real Evil hid behind, 
but only anius'd'my Senfe whh fome new Pageantry, 
ibme fair Idea of Honour, Pleafureor Profit j when 
Jbefore the ACT was done, T found myfelf cajoU'd, 
overwhelmed in frc{h Calamities, Misfortunes which 
I never dreamt of. 

Oh I that the Omnipotenl, when from Eternal iilent . 
Thought, he drew the Idea's of every Species, and 
every Individual Being, which he defign'd for a6lual 
Exiftencc in the World, had form'd me for a Tree, 
an Herb, a Blade of Grafs, a Stone, a Muftiroom, or 
any infenfible. thing, incapable of Pleaflire or Pain, 
of Grief or Joy, or other Paffions, which hourly 
thus torment our human Race ! I had been then a 
happy Neuter to all falic Shews of Happinefs, and 
real Senfe of Mifery* Oh ! that I'd been an Oak, a 
Beech, a Palm, or Cyprefs of the Foreft: iofthen, 
if Vegetables have any feeling o^ their own State, I 
fhould be only touch'd with iecret Pleafurp, when the 
gentle Winds ftiould play among my am6rous Bran- 
ches, and teach my wanton Leaves to dance the Mea- 
fures of young harmlcfi Love; or when I felt the 
fealonable Rain diRilling on my witaer'd Bark, and 
from thence fliding to my thirfty Roots j or when 
great Vhoehus prints wa^rm vigorous Kiflcs on my 
Cheeks and Neck, But if this be too proud a Thought, 
J wifti rd been onlyfome humble Shrub, fbme Pigmy 
Plant, fbme vegetable Dwarf, a Page unto the mighty 
Trees, iubfifting on the Drops and Fragments of 
their large Banquets, meekly cringing at their Feet; 
whilft I ftood iafe and free from Sitorms, under the 
Si3c/c 0t jhjir extended Bcniglis, ia happy, . lo^ff 
OBIcurky, i- '^bsa 



Vol. VII. a Spy at Vauib. J 

when I pafs. through the Fields, and fee the 
harmlefs Sheep browzing upon the tender Graft, 
and hear them bleating to xheir wanton Lambs, I 
cannot chufe but envy them a Life fo void of Care 
and Pain. They range and fport at large in Flow*r]r 
Meadows, near fome Cryftal Stream, or take the 
Pahures oi the Mountains: whilft chearfiil Shepherds 
tune their Pipei, and fine in Praife of AmaryUist 
DMfhnii SjlvUy or fome otner ^/mfh\ and watchful 
Dogs lie fcouring on the Plain, to give th* Alarm, 
and chafe away fly Wolves, and other ravenous Beafb. 
After Iv'e let my Envy fix it ielf a while on theft, 
ft warblingMelodyfromneighbourmg Groves diverts 
xny melancholy Thoughts, and turns them to ntV9 
Objeds. Then I lament my Fate, in that I was not 
made a Nishtingal, a Thrufh, a Lark, or any of 
the Feather*d Choir, who with fweet careful Notes 
dilute Aurmra and the rifing Sun^ and chirp all Daj 
the Praifes of that Source or Warmth and Life, who 
Tcfts the Earth in green Attire, who decks the Trees 
with verdant Leaves, and fills the World with Light. 
They chirp and fly from Tree to Tree, from Bough 
to Bough, rejoicing in the Beams that dart and glide 
among the moving Shades of Branches rock'd by 
Winds. Their Thoughts are takeA up in buildrag 
NefVs^ wherein to hatch thehr young, and fhcltcr 
themfirom Injuries. Tfa^have no Plots nor Politick 
Tricks, to undermine e&h other $ but pals away their 
Time m innocent Scolrity and harmlefs Pieafures. 

Methinks the Worms and little Reptiles of ihg 
Eurtk are happier far thaal. They crawl and creep 
.«boat. in. hollow Trees^ inlClefts of^ Rocks and Cran- 
nies .of the Ground, to hunt for Food and for Diver- 
tifement. They live at Eafe without being rack'd 
byfiipemumerary Cares and Fears. And if fome ruder 
Foot of Man or Beafl fhall trample them by Ghance 
to Death, or more malicious Hand with Stone or other 
Weapon. fhall wilfully bereave them of their lii<^ 
*ti$ done in fuddeoly that they \i2kNt ns^ ^ec&& ^V 
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Pain; Whereas my Life's a conftant Martyrdom, a 
lotig Continued Series ot Torments. 

I do not complain of the Diftempers and Maladies 
which affli^ my Body^ though thofe are fbmetimes 
£o violent as to make me wifh for I>eath« that fb I 
might be at Eafe: But 'tis the fretting Anguifh of 
my Mind, that forces all theie Sighs and Exclama- 
tions from me, lam embftrr&fs'd in the World, Snares 
compafs me round about \ iay own good Nature has 
betray'd me : thofe of my Blood compire againfl me j 
they hunt me up and down like a PMrtridge in the 
Wood} they cloiely pturfiie my Life. The Kindnefles 
diat I have fbwn, fpring up in Blades of bitter In- 
gratitude and Perfidy. My Semnartes bring forth 
Aconito and . ftinklng Weeds, inftead of pleaiant 
Flowers and wholefbme Fruits. TMgot has fet his 
Foot in all my Works. .That fly interloping Sfiri$ 
hates to fee any good Thing profper, or come to 
Tqrfe&ion : He fteals behind us in aU our Ways; and 
.as bA as we weave any Web of Virtue, he fccretly 
unravels it, or deforms the Work with intermixing 
ibme Thr&kds of Vice, I am weary of fbiving againfl: 
the Current of my Fate, Oh ? that I were as though 
I had never been ! That my Soul were drcnch*d in 
Lethe's forgetful Waters, where all paf^ Things are 
buried in Eternal Oblivion! Then would my An- 
guifh be at an £nd> whereas lam now rowl'dabout 
upon a Wheel of -Miferies. 

RolySantone, when thou fhalt read this, pitv mcj 
md amidft thy divine Ejaculation^ dart up Makmut's 
Soul to JParamfe, on the Point of a ilrong Thought, 
that fb at leafclmayhave a Moment's Ropite from 
my conilant Sadnefs. 

f$i\s, zyth <f the id Moorh 
of the Xear i66y. 



LET 
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LETTER II. 

To the Kalmacham* 

THere is now (bmetfl'bbabilitr of a Teaa between 
the Engiyh and thcDtiteh: which will alio 
reconcile this Crown to Aat of Gnat Britahn ^nce 
the Kmg^ of Trance engag'd in this fVar^ only on the 
Account of the Dutch his Allies. The Advances to* 
ward thi^ Accomn)odation> took their Rife from the 
jHUanee lately concluded between the Stattf of the 
Umitd Trovmces, the King of Denmark, the Duke of 
Brnndenbrnghf and the Trinces of Brunfwick. The 
King jof England protefts againft the Duteh, as the 
firft Aggreflbrs, in that they had taken above Two 
Hundred of his Merchant Ships, before he offered the 
Jeaft AOt of H^Htj. • VThich the States ieeming to 
acknowledge^ deiire the King to appoint ibme Neu- 
tral Place of Treaty with them and their jUlui in 
<Mrder to a Veace^ the Security of Navigation and 
the Eftablifhment of Commerce for the future. 

Here is great Joy for the Birth of a young Vrincefsy 
of whdm the Queen was delivered on the id of the 
Mom oi January* She is call'd C^s ^^ew-lCeafi-G'tft 
to France i in regard, the firfl Day of that Af^oja be- 
gins the Year with the Chriftiarfs. And 'tis common 
among them to fend mutual Girts and Prefents to one 
another at that Time, which they call New -Tear s-Gifts. 
And io it feems, God Almighty has appear'd very mo- 
difh and complaifant, in thus timing the Nativity of 
the Bjoyal Babe : For which they exprefs their Thanks 
in Revelling, Dancing, Ballads, and a thoufand other 
-Vanities. And thefe Divertifements continue to this 
Time, it htvogxhtNaxMrenes Carnival -y aSeafbncon^ 
fecrated to Sport and Mirth, to Liberty, Bufi^nrv 
and all 4nanner of comical and t\4\oAc»9c^ |^\^twc\&« 

B 5 \>>af«Mt 
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Durmg this Time, you (hall fee an infinite Variety 
of odd Humours, and mimical A<3:ions in the open 
Streets, according to every. Man's particular Fancy. 
Here you fhall meet with one drefs'd half i'th* Trench 
and half i'th* S^f^mfh Fafhion. On the left fide of his 
Head hangs dangling down a Ion? thick curled Peruke, 
which reaches to his Breaft, whilft on the Right you 
ee nothing but his ownattair, crop'd dole to his 
Ears. A long Muftach as hijack as Jet, graces the 
Right Side othis upper lips whilfi: on the ^ft, he 
is as beardleis as a Boy of Ibven Years Old. And ^ 
from Head to Foot, he wcars*two contrary Garbs* 
One walks with Gloves, upon his Feet, and Shoe$ 
upon his Hands : Another wears his Breeches like a 
Mantle on his Shoulders. Here comes a fUtely Coach* 
jogging along with a erave flow Pace and drawn by 
Six fair Horfes, as if Smefrmce os Cardinal were in 
it: when behold there's nothing but a filly Afs puts 
ibrth his giddy Head witk flapping Ears, half drunk* 
with the jolting unaccuflom'd Motion. Sometio^e^ 

lie brays aloud, aftd theft the KabMe rau a rtfugnIH^! 
A Thoufiind other Fopperies there are, not worth 
thy Knowledge: For both the Noble and the Vulgar 
are all upon the Frolick at this Time, anc) indulga 
their wanton Fancies to the Height. But 'tis a fatal 
SesL&n for the poor Cats : few of which efcape the 
Multitude, whofe peculiar Paftime 'tis to tofs thefe 
Creatures in a Blanket till they are dead j or elfe to 
tye them Two and Twa tocher by the Tails, and 
then they'll bite and fcratch on« another to Death. 
The Cocks alfo are generally great Martyrs during 
the Camival 5 The Rabble have a hundred cruel 
Ways to murder them in Sport. All their Devices 
are inhuman and bloody. They did not learn thefe 
prophane Courfcs from ye/us, or any of the Prophet f 
crApoftles of God: But they are the Reliquesof Ge»- 
tile Vanity, m the Beginning conniv'd at by the Priefis 
the cafier to retain their Profclytes in Obedience j 
Vfko would rather have parted with thcfir New Re- 
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Ugion than with their old barbarous Cudotns. And 
thus the Pagan Fooleries were handed down to the 
Pofterity of the Trimtivt ChrifiUnsy and were adop- 
ted into the Family oi Church Traditions: And Men 
arc not more zealous tor the Gofpel itfeifi than for 
thefe ridiculous Prophanations of. it : So dangerous 
a Thing is it for Governors, by a criminal Indul- 
gence, to permit their Subjtcis any Liberty, which 
interferes with the Fundamental Princitles of the 
Law: For fuch a Difpenfation once granted, paflcs 
mto a Precedent, which, in Proceis of Time, be- 
comes of equal Force with the Law itielf. And 
by fiich prepofterous Methods of winning and re- 
taining Converts, Chriftianity arrival to the Height 
of Corruption 'tis now infcacd with. 

Sage Miniftety 'twas for this Reafon God rais'd up 
our Ifyly Prophet, and gave him a new Law, wirh 
Power to reform and chaflifethc Infitlels. He planted 
the Und^d Faith with Scymitar in Hanci ; not pal- 
liatiog or encouraging the fmollcft vicious Practice; 
but iubduinff- all Things by the Dint of Reafon, of 

the keen Sog'^ nf Cue S'w'Cru. C:i h:!lGil Kf. ^^ 
turbi fo^the Prevarications of this Age require it. 

Paris, ijthofthi xd Moon^ 
•f tht Tear 166 j. 



LETTER III. 

Tb Dgnet Oglou. 

I Believe thou haft not forgot the Obfervations we 
us*d to make on the Religion of the Chrijiiam, 
when we were Slaves together in Sicily. How ridi- 
culous fome ot their Prad:ices appear'd to us, and yet 
what a Sandiity was manifeft in others ? How taujdh. 
we approved the Majefty of thcii PtA&Uck Wor{bH^> >^^ 
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Solemnity of their SSgh Mafs^ the Grmvky. of their 
TroceJ/hnst And yet how great was our Difgiift» 
when we confider'd that all dhcfe Honours were per- 
formed to Figures and Statues of Stone, Wood, Sil- 
ver, Gold, or other Materials, the Creatures of the 
Tainter or Carver, 

We fcann'd their DeBrines alfb, which, we learn'd 
firom* their Friefti and B^ki, and defcanted varioufly 
on thena j as they were more or lefs conform to the 
Truth, and to the Volume brought down from Hea- 
ven. In a word, we prais'd the Good, and cen- 
fured what was Evil in their Faith and Manners, or 
at lead what we thought to be ib ; for herein vrc 
fellow'd the Di^tes of our Education. ^ 

But now in our riper Years, if we fhould call 
carer our former Thoughts, perhaps we ihould be of 
a different- Judgmei^, and nnd Matter to condemn 
even in our own jjjaft Cenfures.: For whatever we 
might then think of the Naxjurenes^. upon a matu- 
rer Search, I cannot*find them to be altogether fiich 
grofs Idolaters and Infidels, as we and all Muffulmans 
^C apt to believe. . 

That which gives me the greateft Scandal is. 
That the Dolors enteitain ibme unwarrantable Spe- 
culations about Three Sui0ences in One Effence, and 
%rc too venturous in their Thoughts concerning the 
itern/fl Generation of the WORD, and Emana^ 
tion of the B R E A T H, by which they fay, All 
Things were Create Jy and are conferved in their 
Beings. They teach a Doffrine repugnant to the 
Alcoran, when they lay. That God has a Companion 
equal to himfelf. 

As to the Incarnation of Jefus the Son of Mary, the 
Naxjirenes afTert nothing, but what is fiiitable to the 
Alcoran, which teaches us, that he is the Word of 
God, In the Hiftory of his Life, they indeed come 
ihort of the Muffulmans : There being not the Icaft 
mention made, in the whole A>^* of the Go/pelt of ma- 
ny PafTages of his Infancy and tender Years, where- 
with the Alcoran, with other Holy Books and Tra- 
ditions 
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J&timi of the Anciemst acj^uaint the true Believer?* 
The Mejfenger of God tcUsus, thzt Jefus iboke inh's 
Cradle, refblv'd Doubts^ clear'd up Miftakes, ao^ 
preached the Umty of the Divin§ Epnct. Other fVr^' 
tings alio inform us, that while he was youog, h^ 
formed the Figures of divers Birds and BeaSs of 
. Clay \nd his own Spittle, and having breath'd oQ 
them, they became living Creatures, and proflrate^ 
themfelves at his Feet. They relate alio that he 
made a Figeon, which flew up and down through 
divers Regions, and brought him News of what- 
ever was done in the Courts of foreign Princes j and 
that from the Day of his Birth to that of his T>af$^ 
Jktion, twelve Angels waited on him, and brought 
him down Food from ParasUfi. Of thefe things the 
Chriftians are ignorant, and of many other Paf&ges. 
So that in the whole it is evident, that the Mujftd^ 
mans have a more particular Relation of the Life 
of ^efuSf than the ChrifUans themfclves have, fince 
we reconut thofe Miracles, and other Ad^ions of his» 
whereof the Gcfpel is filent. 

But then, on the other fide, they believe Things 
concerning his Death, whereof neither the Alcoran^ 
nor any other of our Writings or Traditions ^make 
any mention, unlefs it be to confute the Error of 
the Nazarenef in that Point. I have heard the Ar- 
guments of their learned Dolors, and comparing^ 
them with our Objections, I know not well what 
to conclude. 

They infift much on the publick Signs and Won*^ 
ders, that fell out at that Time of the fiippos'd Cru- 
cipxim of the Mejfdh'y the rending of Rocks, open- 
ing of Graves, Refurre£lion of many Dead, and 
the preternatural Eclipfe of the Sun, when the Moon 
was in Sight at the other Part of the Horizon in the 
fame Moment : Which made a great Thilofofher then 
in Egypt,, cry out. Either the Frame of the World is 
dijfolved, or the God of Nature fuffers. 

They, tell a Story alio of a certain Ship, that was 
oa that v^ Day iailing in the Archi^zlc^g^^ ^^^n.W^ 
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as they pafi'd by certain Rocks, the Mariners heard 
a Voice caiHng Thamus, Thamusy very often and loud. 
Now there being one of -that Name on board the 
VefTel, he anfwer*d to his Name: upon which the 
Voice faid, I07m thou comeft to the ijland of the Pa- 
Iqdes, proclMtn it aloud, th^t the great Pan is de/^d, 
Which he did accordingly, and there foUow'd a hor- 
rible Howling and Roaring from the Shore of that 
Ifland. This Paflage was afterwards made known to 
the Senate of Rome, who thereupon, at the Inftance 
of fbme noble Romans, lent to enquire in the Fro- 
njinces. Whether any remarkable Perlbn had died 
on that Day ? And they were informed, That the 
yews had on the iame Day put to Death Jefus the 
Son of Mary. And Tiberitis the Emperor, on the 
Credit of this Paflage, being alfb informed of the 
Miracles which fefus wrought among the fews, 
conceiving an immediate Veneration for fb divine 
a Pcrfon, caus'd his Statue to be ietup in the Capitol, 
\ind would have had him numbered among the Gods j 
but in this he was oppos'd by the Senate, becaulc 
they had before decreed. That no new J>ft^*iw fliould 
be added to the Kalendar, 

In thefe things I rely on the Account which the 
Chriflians give of the Beath of Jefus, though they 
bring Authorities alfb and Teftimonies of their very 
Enemies, and inveterate Perfecutors, the Gentiles % 
Who therefore, one would think, cannot be fuipefted 
of Pai'tiality. In a Word, I know not what to think 
of thefe Things. For if it be true that Jefus died 
on the Crofs for the Sins of the World, sls the Chrifti- 
ans believe, and that there is no other Way to be la- 
ved but by'1)elieving this,- then in what a fad Con- 
dition are all the fews and Muffiilmans, the one 
glorying in having murder'd the Saviour o^ the World, 
end the other not believing that he was murder 'd ? 
The firft fecm to merit moft of Men i fince though 
the A€t was cruel in itfelf, yet according to this Do- 
0rine it brought Salvation to all our Race: And 
therefore there was a Sort of Ghriftiam^ in former 

Tim^ 
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Timesi who worfhipp'd the Serpent that tempted 
J5i/f, bccaufc according to their 'Fatth^ that Tempta- 
tion was the firft Step to Mankind's Happineis after 
jidam's Fall ; and they plac'd Jndas (who betray'd 
yefits to the Jews ) among the Saint Sy for having 
been (b particular an Inftrumcnt in the World's Re- 
demption. 

Vi Jtfus be the Saviour of Men, it is abfblutcly 
neceriary to believe in him. But whether he be, 
or be not, the Faith of the Chriftlans in that Point 
cannot hurt them, iince our Holy Prophet hirafclf 
has taught us, That Chriftians (hall be faved, as 
well as the Mnffulmans : Wherca? the Chriftians ia)[ 
it is impoifible for any to be favcd, who follow thd 
Law of Mahomet. So that they have our own Grant 
for their Salvation, which they deny to us. This 
is a great Advantage on their Side in the Contro- 
verfy oetwixt us. 

For my Part, I tell thee ingcnuoufly, >|ftreIcon-» 
vinc*4 that yefus was the Son of God, and that he 
fuffcr'd Death for the Sake of Men, I could readily 
embrace moft of the other Tenets of Chriftianity with- 
out Scruple. I fhould not be frighted at their r«- 
njocation of Saints, iince 'tis the lame as we do our 
felves pradtiie; nor would their Images "i fi ViSinres 
ftartle my Faith-, I fhould look upon t jcfc and a 
thoufind more, as things indifferent in ihemfclves, 
and only made lawful or unlawful by the Sanftioa 
of Divine Authority. 

1 fhould be moft puzzled to know whzt Church to fix 
in among fo many, all pretending to the right Way! » 
I have examin*d their diflfercnt Opinions, and find 
Reafbn, or fbmethingvery likcit,on both Sid 's. I ad- 
mire the Abftinence of the Greeks, Armenians, and ge- 
nerally of all the Eaftern Chriftians i yet their Igno- 
rance diftaftes me. I honour the Learning iind PoHti' 
nefs of the "Roman Church , and could almofl veil t<^ 
their Preteniions of Antiquity, Univerfalityy and incor^ 
rupt Doctrine', but I am highly fcandaliz'd at theiif 
lUentioufnefs, Pride ^ and Cr/i«f Ar,- Th6r^ u'*'\x\v\^^ ^ 
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be argu'd for the Cofti's^ Abjjpns^ Milchltes, the 
Ckrifiims of St, yohn, and other Churches i but more 
to be faid againft them. In fine, if I were to turn 
Chrifiiariy I fhould be in a Wildemefs, not knowing 
which Path ta take, for fear of miffing the right. 

la the State therefore wherein I am, I will think 
honourably of ^ejusy as alio of MAry his Mother, 
who, at her daily Return from the Temple, found a. 
thouJGiiid Sorts of Flowers in her Oratory. I will not 
4>eak evil of any Peribn that has the Chara^er of 
z Sfwu : but in general, will defire the Interceifion 
of all that are near to God j 'tis ten to one, if fbme 
of them do not vouchsafe to. pray for me. But whe- 
ther they do or not, God hears, me, and obferyes my 
Devotion i and if he pleafe, my Petitions ihall be 

S anted. As for the reft, I will endeavour in all 
ings to Jo MS I would be Jone to, keeping my Con- 
fcience free from Stain, fo that I may die in Peace , 
and whatLbecomes of me afterward, 'tis in vain to 
he foUicitiSis, fince the Decrees of Fate are irrevei- 
fible. 

Tdl me now, my Friend, whether thefc Thoughts 
and Refolves be not more agreeable to Humanity, 
than to be a furious Bi^o^ for I know not what: Is 
that a commendable Zeal for BjeUgion, which under 
petence of defending the Truth, fticks not to aflert 
t thou^md Lies ? Or that a laudable Charity for 
Souls, which in order to their Salvation takes infinite 
Pains to fet the World together by the Ears, and 
embroil Mankind in perpetual Wars ? What elie do 
thofe Difturbers of human Racr, who, not content 
with the Limits which thf Fortune of their Birth 
has fct them, invade the peaceable PofTeffions of 
their Neighbours, commit all Sorts of Violences, 
Rapines, and. Outrages ; and all this under Pretext 
of reforming the Manners of Men, introducing Pur 
rity of Retigion^ and fulfilling the Will of Heaven f 
As if it were a Mark of a Divine CommifTion, to be 
barbarouQy unjuft, perfidious, and ^vage ; and that 
thc.Height of Piety confifted in (bedding mimaa Blood ! 

Fp5 
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For my part, I cannot approve of thefe PraAices» 
and thfretbte think it . fafcr to ftand aloof from all 
Religions thus cruelly eUablifh'd, than by entring into 
their inhuman Secrets, and {wearing to their fanguine 
Articles, incorporate myfeif with profefs'd Murderers^, 
under the Notion of being a good Man. 

Happy are thofe innocent Nations of the Eafi^ Vfho- 
from their firft Progenitors have kept inviolate the 
Law of Nattirii who have never defiled themfelves 
with the Bbcd of Man or Beail -y. but every one coa- 
t(!nting himfelf with his native Home-Hall, and the 
Fruits of his own Land, makes no Encroachments oa 
thofe that dwell near him, nor butchers the harm* 
lefs Animals to gratify his ill-natur'd Appetite, 
Thefe fit under the Shade of their own Trees, and 
bathe themfelves in. the adjoining Streams : They go 
in Peace into the HouJles of their Bural GoJsy and 
prefent them with Flowers, Rice, Fruits, and fucib 
as the Ground brings forth : They never dream of 
foreign Conqueils, nor ace troubled with domeflick 
Broils, but leali their Lives in a perpetual Tran- 
quillity and Innocence. All that they delire of Hea- 
ven, is the Continuance of theie harmlefs Delights 
they at pre(ent enjoy. As for the tumultuary Plea- 
fares of other Mortals, they have 'em in Contempt.. 
This is an Umbrage of the Felicity we are promised 
in Tar^difif where the Sound of the Drum and the 
Trumpet fhall not be heard, and the Infbuments of 
War ihall be of no Ufe. 

If thou chargefl me with Inconftancy in my Opi- 
nions, I neither deny it, nor am afham'd s it being 
better to chac^ one's Thoughts every Day, than to 
Ik 6x*d in Error all one's Life, This to a Friend. 

Karis, iZth of the ^J Moon, 
if th» Xtar 166^. 



l.ET^ 
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LETTER IV: 
ff) Afis, BafTa. 

TH E Warriors and MecKanicks, Statefmen and 
Fidlcrs, Courtiers and Husbandmen, Students 
■ and Chimney-fwcepers, arc all taken up in difcour- 
fing of the mighty Preparations the Grand Siguier is 
making to beucge Candia* They talk ot fifteen 
thoufand Tioneers, Who are at work in order to this 

frand Undertaking j and that the City is block'd up 
y an Army of fixty thoufand Men: That they 
have been raifing Batteries round about it ever fince 
the Mcon of December ; and that the Sultan is refblv'd 
to win this important Place, though he hazard half 
the Ottoman Empi/e, 

This is refre{hing News to Mahmut, who has heard 
nothing but improfperoHs Stories of the Mujfulmans 
Arms thefe many Years. Now I begin to lift up my 
Head and take Courage, when the Empire of True 
Believers makes fbme Noife and Figure in the World ; 
whereas my Heart perpetually droop'd before, I was 
like one among the Dead. 

It was butlaft Year when the Nazarenes could 
' boad, that notwithdanding all the Menaces and Pre- 
parations of the Grand Signior, yet thc^V\metia?u were 
the fir ft in Field by LaTui, and appeared earlieft with 
their Fleet at Sea, doing wonderful Things in D/»/«j/^- 
tia, and blocking up Canea in the Idccf Candy: • Now 
'tis to be hop'd, they'll change their Note, and- begin 
to confider what a formidable Force they have pro- 
vok'd againft them, ,evcn the Piiiflance of all Ji/ia, 
Men of li^ar from their Nativities, an- Army of fe- 
Icdt and chofen 'Soldiers, undaunted Hero's, Sons of 
Thunder, magnanimous, invincible and deftin*d to 
yanquifli the uncircumcis'd Nations. 
'[ 14yHcaxt is reviv'd within me at the Contempla- 
u tion 
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tion of fure and certain Vidories/attending this glo* 
rious Expedition, My Spirits arc dilated with Joy j I 
celebrate a Bumlmtt in my Bread. I am like an 
jirabian Horfe, that foams, curvets, and paws the 
Ground in Fiercenefs, when he hears the Sound of 
the Trumpet warning to "Battle; his Eyes fparkle 
with martial Fury, a Smoke goes out of his Noftril*, 
he lifts up the Voice of his Courage, his Rider 
can hardly reftrain him. So I am all in Tranfport 
at thefe good Tidings : I can hardly contain myfclf 
within the Compals of Moderation. Ar old as I 
am, I feel a youthful Vigour ftirrsng in my Veins j 
Methinks I long to be in the Heat of the facred 
Combat, in the thickeft Clouds of Gunpowder- 
Smoak, to fland the Shock of Showers of Bullets, 
or with my Scymetar in hand to hew my Way to 
immortal Honour and Felicity : For thofe who die 
in this Caufe go flraitto Pitradifi, But I muft 
Be contented with this tame humble Poft, and 
fcrve the Grand Sigmor in the Manner prefcrib'd by 
xny Superiors. I tell thee, *tis no fmall Mortification 
for an adive Spirit to be thus confined. But Refig- 
nation becomes every good Mujfulman j and I wil- 
lingly facrifice my Pamons to the Pleafure of the 
Grandees of the Parte, and the Intereft of the Otfo- 
man Emfire. 

Here I (it, like a Wox in his Den, watching the 
Motions of the Infidels : If any thing occurs worthy 
of Notice, out I bolt upon it, and make it my Prey, 
and icno it as a Prefenf to the auguft Miniilers. t 
write to all by turns, and therefore none has Reaibn 
to take Exceptions. « 

If thou would ft: know what they are doing here in 
the Court of ^runce 5 They ar«L jnuftering the Kxri^% 
Troops J they are revelling and fealticcr at Verfitilles, 
the King's new Palace, where the Prince^ pxercile 
themfelves with the noble Difcipline, whicjt tfw/ 
call rmnm£ in S^juadrons, VVhilfl: Thoufands of Peo- 
ple flock daily to Ver/ailles from Paris and all the ad- 
jacent Countries round about; partly to-be S^^^ot« 
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of thefe Royal Paflimes, and partly to behold that 
gorgeous Fabrick, which is ] efteem'd the ^efl and 
moS magnificent in the World. 

Serene P/»j^, this Monarch . has a vafl Gemus ; 
whatfbever he undertakes he accompli fhes, and ail 
his Performances are furpvizingly great. He has a 
deep Forecafl, and ieldom fails in his Judgments of 
what will probably come to pafs. He is happily 
made, born> and brought up* A Prince, one would 
think, defign'd by Fate for the Empire of thePfefl, 
. Renowned -4/«, I kifs the Hem of thy illufbious 
Robe, and with a profound Obeifance bid the& 
Adieu. 

Paris, loth ef the 4^ Moon^ 
efthe Xenr 166 j* 



LETTER V. 

To Hafnadar Baffi, Chief Treafurer 

to the Sultan. 

I A M convincM, *tis now time for me to be refb- 
lute, bold, and aflur'd in my own Condud : For *ti$ 
. in vain to ask Counfcl of the fublime Minifters^ I 
have addrefs'd myfelf at certain Scafons to them on 
that account, ever iihcc I came firft to ^f^rh : But not 
one of them has vouchfafed me »n Anfwer, or given 
me any particular Inftru6lions how to deport myfelt 
in an emergent Peril of Difcovery : Whether I fhould 
own myXeif ^xi.Agent for the Grand Signior, or deny 
it 5 whether I (hould boldly ftand the Brunt of all 
Eyervts, or fly to Artifices and Evafions 5 whether I 
Ihould perfift in ^Gting the Moldavian, and continue 
to perfonate a Chriftian Student, an EcflefiaJHcal Can- 
Sdatt under .the feign'd Name of Titus \ or frankly 

• ■ teJl 
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tell them, I am a MHjftdman, aa Atm^, and fecict 
Slave of the Sultan. 

I ou^ht to have been certify^d in thefe Cafes i and 
not left at random to ^uefs, at this vaft Difiance, the 
Plcafures of my Superurs. But fince it is their Will 
thus to make trial of my Fidelity, Pnidence and 
Skill in wardii^ofFthe A&ults of common Chance, 
Misfortune, and the Attempts of fly deiigning Men, 
111 be as cunning as I can, without embarramng my 
Peace with conftant panick Fears and Apprehenfions 
of I know not what. No vain Fndeavours to avoid 
the fix*d Deem of Fate ihall make me change my 
Xm{^/, or fly from every menacing Contingency. 
I'll rather trufl to Providence and prefent Cour^, 
the Juftice of my Caufe and Native Innocence, leaving 
the Event to Defiwy, 

By what I have iaid, thou wilt perceive I am In 
ibme Trouble $ and I can aiTure thee> thoa art not 
miftaken* I am hatter'd, hunted up and dawn» 
and perfecuted worfe thsui the Foxes, Hares, and 
Hinds near Atbriancfole \ I am an old Man, and yet 
they envy mc the HspjincS cf a ulTdil DStS :" 
they would not have me go down to the Grav^ ia 
Peace. I have been imprifbn'd, threaten^, do^d 
up and down the Streets, aflafnnated in the dark, 
had my Chamber fearch'd, my Letters in daneer 
of being feiz'd, with thoie of the Sutreme Mtm» 
fiers, I have run the rifque of a Dilcovery, by 
meeting cafually an Infidel, whole Slave I once was 
at Palermo ixk Sfcily, I have been undermined by 
Mujf$dmans, as welias NaMrenes; by Strangers, and 
by Solyman my Coufin. Yet in alL thefe Perils I have 
acquitted myfclf faithfiilly, come off with Succefi^ 
and faved the Honour of vay Sovweign^ which is the 
only Thing for which I am foUicitous. But for ought 
I know, my Care may prove in vain, and the Evils 
which I have fb long fortunately efcap*d, may now 
iurprize and ruin me. As to myfelf, I care not 
what becomes of mej and if the Secrets oi my Corn^ 
fnifflm belrcyeal'd, let the Mr»i|iers.o£ xV^ "Sortt 
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anfwcr for that* who would never give nie the 
lead Diredion. 

About two or three Years ago, I was forced to 
remove from my old Lodgings, where I had relided 
ever fince mjr firft coming to Tarts. The Dangers 
that then aflaulted me, drove me to this Houfc, 
where I ftill-'am, in a very oblcure Place by the 
Wall of the City. Yet even hither am 1 purfued by 
watchful Enemies : New Hazards threaten me on all 
Hands. But I am relblv'd to fly no more, unleis 
it be into the City Dhch, where I can find Admit- 
tance through my LatuUord'i Cellar. There is a 
private Paflage, dug perhaps in elder Times, during 
feme Siege to ferve the ftreight Neceflitics of thole 
who then poiliefsVi this Houic. It is fo cunningly 
ffontriv'd, tnat human Wit can never difcover it, 
unlefi ' by {Chance^ or by Diredion ot thoie that 
kooia it. The Ditch is dry, the Door of the 
Uoufe always lock'd i and my truHy \Ho/i fwears 
Ao. body fhall come in by Day or Night, dll I have 
made ^ ^fe Retreat. So that if all the Officm ia 

P^Hlf Ihould come to Idurch, I tnuUiu mVc \mi\g c^ 
pack up my Papers, and flink away into my lurking 
Hole. And if they ihould by monlbous Accident 
find the concealed Avenue, I could ibon flip into 
the Fields, through the laft Foftem in the Wall, and 
lock them in beyond the Poflibility of Purfliit i 
whilftltook care to hide myfclf afreih, oi: leave the 
Country. 

This is my final Refolution, if ever I am put to an 
Extremity again. - In the mean time, I ddire thee 
to make it part of thy Care, that Mahmut (hall not 
want for Money to carry on the Suite's private Af. 
fairs without a Baulk. I do not demand unreafonablc 
Things ; Let me but live, and have enough to dehray 
the necefTary Expences of my Service, and that's all I 
crave. But let my Supplies be well tim'd and pro- 
portioned, that I may husband my Penjion to the beft 
Advantage: Or elfe I muft always prefs, and that's a 
Thing I hate. I have writ to all the Trei^fierers that 
. went 
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went before thee on the fame Account, and witJi 
equal Boldneis. Therefore take not in ill Part what 
comes from blunt Sincerity, and conftant full Dcfircs 
to fcrve e&ftually the GrAnd Signhr. It will be verjr 
eafy for thee to anticipate Mithmui's £icpe<fta|ion% 
without exceeding the Orders which thou bafl: rer 
ceiv'd. Money be damn*d, if we could breathe and 
fove our ^icnds^ and carry on the A&irs of human 
Life without it. I am 2nAra^, and cou'd as freely 
pais away my Time in barmleis Rambles o'er the Pr^ 
vinces of Ajia 5 as thus to be confined to narrow fret* 
ting Gircumftaaces, the only Ef=fea:s of too unfhakcn, 
unregarded^ and incorruptible Loyalty. 

Wealthy Difpenfir of the Ottoman Gold, I ask vm 
Jllmsy but my appointed ^«/4r)f$ in fending of which, 
I defire thee to remember the old RoPMn Vrwirl^ 
&yh Jffa0 he gives tmce^ who gtves f0 ^afa9^ 



Vms, oth ef tht 6th Mm > 
eftbe Tear 1667. 
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LETTER VL 

fj Nathan Ban Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 

I Know not whether I (hall lire to hear from thee 
again, or to^icndthee another Letter. Age, Sick* 
nefs, Misfortunes, together with the Malice of Menj 
have laid a thoufaild Snares for my Lifej I am as it were, 
hunted by Sature, Tr&vulence, Deftiny, and Chance^ 
into the very Toils of Death j from whence it will be 
very difficult for me to efcSpe. Not to amufe thee, 
I am in danger of being difcover'd, fci2.'d> impri- 
ion'd ; and then thou knoweft, I can expe^ no left 
than to be put to the Torture, and rack'd with a 
thou(and Inventions of Cruelty, that fo they may 
force mc to confefsL what I am, and what my Ba&* 
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nefs is in ^x^Hngdvm and City^ where I liave reiidcd 
&i many Years. 

I was fufpe^led by Cardinal Buhlien, for a MuJJul* 
P^ftny as I have reaiS>n to believe firom ieveral con- 
vincing Circumftances of that Mmfter*s Carriage to 
xne, ever fince his firft Acquaintance with nac at 
Taris, And the fame Jealouly cauied his^ Succef&r, 
Cardinal Mazarim, to put me into the Bafiile, where 
I- was cloicly confined tor the Space of fix Moons. 
And I might have kin there till this Time, for 
ought I know, had it not been for the good Condud 
and honeft Fidelity of Eliachim. In fine, tho' I 
have hitherto efcap'd difcovery, yet 1 cannot flatter 
»yfelf that I fhall always do fo. If they once lay 
held on me again, they will certainly fcarch me for 
thsScar of dreumcifioni and then aU the Arguments 
the Wit of Msok can Bad, will not be of fcnrce to 
blind them any longer, or fave me firom the Ven-. 
geance of the State. They will certainly put me to 
a cruel Death. 

However, FU baffle 'cm if I can j and if I once 
ffi^P^ V& bid adieu to Faris, if not to the whole 
Ji:m£domi being refolv*d not to trufl: any more to the 
deceitfol Se<purity of new Lodgings in this City, and a 
vain Removal from one Precinft and Houfe to ano- 
ther : For the very Air of Faris is fatal to me. I 
■am never free from Terror, whilft within thefe me- 
lancholy Walls. The Genitts of the Tlace is at Enmity 
with mine. Every Thing I cafk my Eyes on, fecnas 
to low'r and frown upon me : I flart at the Voices 
of Men going along the Streets, and difcourfii^ about 
their own Affairs: And if any one knocks at the Door, 
I'm prefcntly upon my Guard, my anxious Soul flill 
labouring with fad Prefages of fome Calamity at 
hand, r^y to ru(h upoo me unawares. 

Perhaps! may go to Lyonst where a Stranger may 
live anJAge conceard, and void of Peril, as in this 
City. 'Or I may take a farther Journey to MarfeilUs, 
Tofdon, or any other Sea-port Town : whare I will 
cxped^ new Orders fi-om ray Superiors. 

In 
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In the mean time, thou may'ft continue to addrefs 
thy Letters as before : For that Courie can never fail« 
let me be where it pleafes Heaven. ElUchim will take 
care of all Things. I writ to the HafwhUr Bs^ on 
the £une Account, deiiring freih Supplies of Money ; 
which I iiippoie will come by the Way of Viewm : 
If fOi I truft to thy Prudence in ordering my Bills 
with Speed, and the ufual Cautioufhefs. 

NMMm, adieu : And whatever becomes of me, live 
th«u long and happily to ierve the Grand Slpuor. 

Parisy 9th eftht 6th Mom, 
0ftbi^tMri66j. 



LETTER VIL 

To the Venerable Mufti. 

As the poor injur'd Labourer, or Slavt opprefs'd 
by cruel and obdurate Mafters-y as the defpairr 
ing CUintj who can find no Juftice ^om the Cheickt^ 
CaMls, or Cadilefquers, fly immediately to the Serail, 
to make their laft Appeal, and ieek Redrefs from the 
Great Jbrbiter of human Feuds : So falls poor Mahm 
nuit proftrate at thy Feet, O Sacred Oracle of MuffiU* 
fmu$s i begging from thy Authority, whom no Be* 
liever dares to diibbey, what I could never yet ob- 
tain from any Mimfier of State, or Bajfa of the 
Bench : That is, how I mufl aA in cafe I am difco- 
▼ered, or barely flifpedbed, examined, and put to my 
Oath, concerning my Buiinefs at Paris? Lay thy 
fpeedv Commands on thofe whole Care it ought to 
be, tnat no Intelligence, Advice, orCounfel be want- 
ing to me, the faithful Agent of the ?<frt, reliding here 
inepgnho^ a Sfy Mipoh the Infidels. Or at leaft, vouch- 
&fe to lend me thy Inftru£Hons, Rules infaliihlfi^ 
Osdeti. ^.per&& U^i£lom» and dWuie ^i^ci$:i* ^ > 
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I cannot tor the future ftand the Brunt of long 
fiifpedcd Cafualticsj Events which glimnicr from 
Afar, like diftant Jgnes Fatui, or other vagrant 
Matters of the Night : For io Contingencies ap- 
pear, which arc to come, uncertain, and remote; 
though foraetimes near at hand j yet with deceit- 
ful Shew, they ftill miilead bewildcr'd Mortals 
in the dark. So the tir'd Traveller in LUysn 
Waftes, is tantaliz'd by mocking Rays of Sands in 
drifted Heaps, or flying Bodies loolcly wafted by 
the Winds; on whicfi the Moon and Stars calling 
their Beams, create RefraCHons hke/Domeilick 
Lamps or Tapers 5 and encouraging tfie •'difconfb- 
late Man to hope for neighbouring Villages or 
^ Towns, where he may reft his weary Limbs, 
and find an hofpitable Entertainment ; fecure from 
Dragons, Lyons, Tygers, or the more Tierce and 
Cruel Race of Me«, who lurk in fecret Places of 
the affrighting Defart, to rob unwary Strangers, as 
they pais. 

'Tis faid, moft Holy Patriarch of the Faithful, that 

i^en are thus d^enerate, and tranfcend the horrU 

Natun of the wUeJi Beafts i But fadder ftill, that 

Cr/iw, firft defign'd for SanBuaries of the Diftrefs'd, 

fhould become worfe than De farts ^ and more Inhofpi^ 

table than the Purlieu of Dragons, or the dreadful 

Haunts of Lynxes^ Crocodiles, and other Animals of 

-JVey. That Men pretending to be civilix'd, to live 

■in Community, and reciprocal Participation, of all 

good Offices ; incorporated by the fame Laws, f6r 

no other End, but to help, affift, and defend oneano» 

-thcr againft all Foreigti Enemies'; fhould, ihftead 

of this, prove more barbarous than Salvages, and 

more voracious than Cambals, whilft Qvery Citizen 

preys on his Neighbour, and devours him whom he 

has fworn to probed):. They all live by Robbdy and 

'Spoil. The Rich and Potent fleece fchofc whofc 

-Wealth IS not fiifficient to defend them from Oppr^ 

t'fion. •'Thus are Towns and Cities, from celebrated 

M^i^ c^Mmy become' tfe l^fm$ of- %lmm»^^sA 
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cruel Murderers, The whole Earth is flain'd with 
the Blood of the Poor : The Cries of Widows and 
Orphans pierce the Heavens : The. Generations of 
Men are corrupted with Fraud, Avarice, Perfidy, 
Ambition, Envy, and a thoufond other Vices. Bro- 
ther cannot truft the Son of his own Mother. Fa- 
thers are unnatural to their genuine 0£F-fpring. 
Children think the Days tedious which probng 
their Parents Lives. Self-Love teaches a Man to 
betray his Friend, for whom he rather ought to 
lo& nis yfe. An univerlal Defe£^ion &om Jullice 
and found' Morality reigns every where. 

But what is mofl fur prizing, is, that even amonff 
thofe who bear the glorious Title and Chara6ler <? 
the TVj^ Faithful Mujfulmansy there (hould be found 
a Crew of Mifcreants, Villains, and Traytors to 
God, his Frofhet, and their Sovereign, I:.fpeak not 
of fiich, whofe Genial Inclinations tempt them to 
commit vulgar Sins, which injure no Man but them-. 
felves. I tax no Drunkards, Gamefliers, and thofe. 
amorous Perfbns, who wafte their Bodies, Time, 
Eftates, and iacrificc their Reputation to Voiuptu- 
oufnefs. Thefe are but Venial Sins, and fbon wafli'd 
off by the appointed Purifications and Venances, A 
little Water, Dufl, or Sand, with Falling, and de- 
vout Invocation of the Eternal Allah, cancels thefe 
TeccaMllo's ,• they are all put to the Account of hu- 
man Frailty ; fuch is the Plcafure of eternal Goodncfs. 
But I accufe the blacker Crimes of thofe, whom 
fretting Envy flimulates to perfecute their harmlefs 
Neighbour 5 or bafe Ingratitude prompts to betray 
their Friends; or native Malice tcachcs-to feck out 
all Occafiotis of doing Mifchief in the World. A 
bufy, reftlefs Sort of Men, buz.zing aboi^t like Wafp* 
or Hornets, flinging every one they faften on. Or, 
like the Funes of Parisy a troublefom<? Kind of Infers, 
which interrupt the fwect Rcpofe of Men, creeping 
upon them in their Beds md .Slumbers^ and.flil/ 
mtiBg thorn to Snek thek Bk>od. 
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Sach are the Men of whom I now complain,* 
who hatter me from Stratagem to Stratagem, from 
one Retrenchment to another ; whole Crime is 
Rouble, in that th^ are Perfbns of my own Reli" 
pm 5 Vrofiffors of the Genuine Faith brought down 
from Heaven, Foilewers of the Vrophet, who could 
neither write nor read}^ and Subjeks to the Grand 
Sigfifior. 

"Vh a long time fince I had the firil Occafion to 
accufc fbme at the Seraglio, of private, £Lj Attempts 
t0 undermine and ruin me, that they might gain my 
^oft. Twill feem invidious, even in my own De- 
fence, after fb many Addrefles to the Minijiers of 
the Forte, now to repeat their Names, and difcom- 
pofc thy Sacred Thoughts with black Memoirs of hu- 
man Malice. 'Tis not Revenge I fcek, but, for the 
future how to efcape, if not prevent, the like Con- 
j^iracics. Nor is it for myfelf alone, I cherifb this 
unufual Zeal and Care; but for my Mader's Interefl 
and Honour. 

I've J[crv*d near thirty Years in this precarious StO" 
tion, and never made the leafl falfe Step ; or, if I 
iiave, 'twas not difcern'd ; which is the iame Thing 
in dFedb. And I am very unwilling to mifcarry at 
laft, through the Treachery of my pretended Friends 
at Confiantinofle, or for want of full Infh>u6tions from 
the Imperial Divan. 

^is for this Reafbn, I preiume to addrefs to the 
Duft t^f thy Feet, Supreme fudge of the Faithful, beg- 
ging the Interpofition of thy Paternal Authority on 
my Behalf. , 

■ There is one Thing more, which in all Humility 
I recommend to thy Wifdom and Saudtity. I have 
often writ to thy FredeceJ/or on the iame Account, be- 
feeching him to promote the Tranflation of Hiftories, 
and other Learned Boohs, out of Foreign Languages 
into Tt&kijh orArabick: That £o Knowledge might 
floorifh am(Mig the Mujfulmans, and the If^ls might 
|iave no more Ground to call us Barbarous. Let Men 
iildlful mLangttages and Soinas beibught for. There 

aic 
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are not wanting fuch at ConfiaminopU, and in other 
Parts of the Empire, Let them be employ'd in conw 
piling an univerfal Hifiory of the World in Turkijh^ 
more ample, true, and corred, than anv that has gone- 
before it, in Greek y Latin, or any other Language. 
This will bring eternal Honour to the Ottoman 
JSmpire, and prore no hard Task to them that (hall 
undertake it $ iince it will be only a choice CoU. 
legion out. of other Authors i a Garland of Flow- 
ers ctifi'd from the various Fields of HlJUty, and 
compos'd together w:th an Order full of Luftre and 
Beauty, the whole Work being interwoven with % 
Chain of Chronological Years ; which will not onl/ 
give it a Angular Grace, but alfb be of great Advan- 
tage to the Mujfulman Readers. 

Succeflbr of the Apojiles, remember, that though 
our holy Lawgiver could neither write nor read, yec 
the fucceeding Caliphs encouraged Learning. Bene* 
diOdon on the Souls of them and their Fofierhy. So 
will future Ages blefs thy Memory, if thou vouch*^ 
Afefl: to encourage this glorious Work : And Ithti»^ 
rieli the jingel of Science, will make thee his .^a«^# 
in Taradife. 

With profound Submiflions I retire from xhyfacred 
TrefiHce, begging thy Abfolution and Ble(fi^g. 

Paris, ^h of the 6th Moon, 
cf the Tear 166 j. 



LETTER VIII. 

fo Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand 

Signior. 

AMong other Difpatches I could not forget what 
I owe to the long continued Fricndfhip which 
has beea between us. Having L^^fiu^ tuttfStd'Oii^'^o^ 
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fytt the Toft goes, I will inform thee of a JSir/^i 
iirhich has occafibn'd little Joy to the Parents, but 
SDuch Admiration amon^ all that hear of it, and 
fais*d learned Difputes between the Profeflbrs of 
^bjfick and Surgery. 

In the Town of Weerteed near ArJen&urg in the 
LoW'Countriesy a Woman was lately deliver'd of a 
monfbous Child, with tv^o Heads, two Necks, 
four Arms, and proportionably all Parts both out- 
ward and inward double to the Navel, which feem'd 
to be the Center of Union between the two Bodies : 
For from thence downwards there appeared only 
the Proportion and Shape of one Body, with two 
Thighs, Legs, and Feet. The Faces were different ; 
one fqualid and irregular, witliout a Nofe or 
Mouth, except a kind of Orifice under the Chin ; for 
the Eyes pofleis'd the Place of the Mouth, and a 
perfect mafculine Genital took up the Room of the 
Nofe: The other was fair, and made with Symme- 
try, having nothing extraordinary, faving two Teeth 
growing out of the Gums. 

This trregular Troda^ion has been curioufly diflcded 
by a famous A natomift, who found two Hearts, two 
Stomachs, and the other Vitals all lingle. What I have 
{aid is attciled by five profefs'd Fhyficmns^ who opened 
this wonderful Creature. 

There have been many Examples of extraordi- 
nary Births, efpecially in thefc Parts of the World. 
And I have read in a Irench Author, a Man of 
Credit, That in the Year ij-pi of the Chriftiart he- 
giray a Woman of AlfatiA brought forth at once an 
iiunircd and fifty Children, each but three Inches 
long. 

But what I {hall now tell thee, though it be not 
remarkable for the Number of Children, yet has 
1pm thing lingular in the Circumftanccs that at- 
tended it. 

JrmetruJc, the Count efs of Altorfe, accus'd one of 
her Neighbours of Adultery, becaufe flie had three 
Chidrcn at a J^th, faying. She dfferved to h tied up 
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in « Sacky and thrown into the Sea. Next Yeacr the 
Countefs herlelf was deliver'd oF twelve Sons all at 
a Birth. And touched with Remorfe for tlie Sentence 
which fhe had pronounc'd againft the other Woman, 
concluding it now a juft Punifhment for herfelf, £ent 
a Maid with, eleven ot thele new-born Infants, com- 
manding her to drown them in the next River, re- 
ierving only one to be the Heir of his Father's JEllatc. 

Fate had £b determined, that her Husband the Earl 
met the Maid as (he was going to commit this exe- 
crable Villainy : and asking her what fhe had got in 
her Lap> fhe anfwer'd, / am going to drown a few 
Toung Whelfs. The Earl being a great Hunter, and 
con&quently a Lover of Dogs, had a Mind to fee 
■ whether any of thefc ^Fhelps were of a promiling 
Afpedli when to his Aflonifhmcnt he found eleven 
of human Shapes, all living and perfef):, but verj 
finall. He prefs'd the Maid fo far, that fhe con- 
fefs*d the whole Truth. Whereupon enjoining her 
Silence, and Afliirance of a good Reward, he caus'd 
her to carry them to one othis Tenant s^ where be- 
ing 4dl cherifhed and laid warm, he difpofed of theot 
afterwards in convenient Places, to be nurs'd and 
brought up till they came of Age. Then he fcnt 
for them privately to his Houfe, having firfl ap- 
.parell'd them in the fame Fadiion as thier Brother 
was in who dwelt at home. 

As fbon as the Countefs cad her Eye on them, and 
obierv'd their Number and Faces, fo cxi£t\Y ^^ 
fcmbling^ him who had been always with her, fhe 
wept in a Paflion betwixt Shame and Joy, confcf^ 
fing her former cruel Intention 5 and falling at 
the Feet of her Lord, he pardon'd her. From Siefe 
Eleven defcend the Family of the Whelps or Guelfhs, 
fo renowned in Germany, and bearing this Name 
from the M:.id*s Anfwer to the Earl, when flie had 
them in her Lap. 

Such flrange Produ<flions as thefe, occafion various 
-tnqutries among the Tkilofofhers here in the Wi§, t 
Whether human Souls be generaxei^^^ \.\a BoJms xa 
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which they are united, or whether they are ereMteJ 
hf the immeduite Voider of God. Afluredly thefc !»• 
pklt ai^ much in the Dark, and (hut their Eyes 
JKiainft the Li^t of the Oriental Sages. If the Fro^ 
fhtts ihoiild rife from the Dead, they would not be 
able to convince thefe Uncircumcis% that all Things 
•vifible and invilible are from Eternity, and that there 
is nothing new in the Syftcm of the Univerfc, ex- 
cept the various outward Forms, which change in- 
deed according to the Laws of cndleis Tranfinigra- 
tion, and fometimes according tothcFrolicks ofNa^ 
fursy who loves to mix her Interludes and Antiques 
with the eftablifh'd Senfes of every Age. 

What I have writ is to divert thee: But when 
ihall I have an Anfwer as from an old Friend ? Let 
not the Honours of the Serail make thee forget thofe 
Vith whom thou haft been once familiar. My dq^ 
Half, be not tco much a Courtier. Thy long Silence 
land Refervcdncfs forces this Language from me. 
Jshall Conftantinofle blot out thy Remembrance of 
'Arabia f Or the Blaft of a Monarch's Favour be more 
Valuable than the durable Integrity of a Country- 
man, a Fri6nd ? If the Sultan trufts his Life in thy 
Hands, doft not thou know that a Fit of Gripes, 
the Stone, Gout, or any violent Diflemper, will 
tum all his Confidence into Jcaloufy? I tell thee, 
he will fu{pe6fc Poifbn in thy very Looks. 
■ Therefore, continue to be the fame Man as thou 
wert formerly, and let not thy Improvements kk 
i^hyjick make thee go backward in Morality^ 



Paris, ^idofthe 6th Mcoth 
pfshe Xeari667* 



LET^ 
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LETTER IX. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 

No W I fee thou art a Man of Bufinefs : Thy 
Mind is cured of its religious Itch, and reftor'd 
to a (bund Complexion. Pcrfevere, and.be happy. 

Let no vain Scruples of Confcicncc moleft thy 
Soul, concerning the Peace that was lately made be- 
tween the Grand Signior and the German, Cares of 
» this Nature belong to thoft who fit at the Helm, and 
direft the Steerage of the State. As for thee and 
me, our Part is only to obey, without enquiring 
"whether it be right or wrong that we arc com- 
manded. Every Thing is lawful to us that is en- 
join'd by our Superiors : And the publkk- Rcalba 
ought to iupcrfede our private narro\^- ScAtiments. 
Whatever TrAmunires we incur bj our Obedience, 
*thc. Con(cience of thc-State will be our Bail, our 
Advocate, and our Ranfbm : Thereforcj once more, 
go on ^nd profpcr. »A 

Thou could ft not have done the Grand Sijnhr a 
greater Piece of Service, than by thus happily ii^- 
nuating thyfelf with the Hungarian Faclion at Vienna : 
For by that means thou becon[>ei\r Majier of the Se- 
crets of both $ides, the yanus that overlooks twa 
' oppofite Cabals at once : and fo nwy'fl: not only 
■form thy Intrigues the -better, but alio give a clearer 
■ "Light to the Minifters of the fublime Porfe, 

I aip difpleas'd to hear of the ffcqncni Confpiracies 
that have been made againft the Emperors Perfon. Not 
'for any Love that I bear to him, or the Houfe of 
Auftria-, for I wi(h tJiere was not a Branch of that 
incefluous Stem left alive on Earth : But I never knew 
' fuch Kind of Plots, if once difcovercd and pre- 
vented, to take Ef!e<^ again. Befides, they many 
•times fpoil the main DeSgn: For what ^o;K\!we& \x.^ 
I£ tbJ5 JSm^mtvacit fkiz'A and put to \>eo!C![v> ^ ^^^"^^ 
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as there is anyone of thzt tvranmcal KAce furviving? 
They arc all of the fame Blood and Intereftj edu- 
cated alio in the fame Principles and Maxims. In a 
word, they have ail but one Game to play j which 
is, to ag^andize themfelves and their Poftcrity 
for ever. And therefore thefe clandcftine Methods 
of Poifbn or AftafTm, will but make them more 
vratchful to prevent all Dcligns of the like Nature 
for the future. 

' Remember, NathaAj that the Mark which thou 
.^ to aim at, is to cherifh th& Oiicontcnts of Hujp- 
gary, by all the Arts of a cunning Statefman. Count 
Feter de Sereni is a fit Subjedi lo work upon. The 
Death of his Brother, and his own Difgrace at the 
Imperial Conrty with the rifing Fortune of Monti- 
cuculi, have fi'i'd him with Sentiments of Revenge 

. and Envy. He cannot behold Count d'Averfferg in 
Poill'ffion of Carleftadt without much Refcntment, 
having with fb great Paffion begged th^t Government 
for himfclf. 

If this Prince can but be induced to revolt, many 
thoufand of the Croats, Dalmatians, and Sclavomaas, 
will take up Arms under him, which will at once 
vreaken both the German Empire, and the State of 

. Venice. Befides, the Marriage of his Daughter with 
Prince Bjigotski, may engage the TranfyVvanians ia. 
his Party. Count Nadafii 3lb, they fay, is not well 

. pleafed with the Court, aiming to be Palatine of 
Hungary, which has been refufed him. This Nev7s 
comes to me but by Report: If it be true, thou art 
in the fairer Way to fuccecd. Such great Malcoa- 
tents as thefe will puzzle the Minifttrs of State, and 
cxercifc the Policy of Prince Lobkovitz.. 

Befides, if Things (hould not proceed to an open 
Rupture, yet, thou knoweft, the Hungarians are of- 
fended at the late Peace, which will not fail to put 
them upon committing perpetual Ad^s of Hoflility. 
They flomach it extremely, that the Town of Ne»- 
hawfel is in the Grand Signior's Hands ; and they will 

^AwsLys an their Guard in the neighbouring Parts, 
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patroling about, and skirmifhing with our Fora* 
gers: Which will afford a good Occafioii at mf 
time {or our Sovereign to break the Peace> when* 
ever it is fpr his Intereft. There are abundance 
of Gmfequences in luch a Cafe, more than we caa 
think ot or forefce, yet all to our Advantage. As 
long as we go the right way to work, all Things 
will fucceed well. Make no falie Steps, and there's 
no Danger of ftumbiing. 

- Remember ftill, that thy particular Charge is, 
to foment a Civil War between the Court of Vienn/^ 
and the Hungarians, Tis no matter who gets the 
better on't. Let 'em quarrel to Eternity, and deftroy 
one another in Goi^s Name : Then ihall the Muffkl" 
fMtn Empire thrive. 

Before God^ you have a fine Opportunity, yt 
fa^ious Comrades: But beware of fly Interlopers. 
Damn the Eafinefs and good Nature (talflv £o call'd) 
of thofe who will admit any Man into their Cabal, 
provided he puts on a fair Guize of one of the Party. 
Ye can't be too referved and clofe. D'ye think the 
JEmperor has not his Spies about in every Comer ? A 
Pox of your Stupidity, if you fuffcr this brave Defign 
to mifcarry for wan^ of looking iharp. Damn you, 
for a Pared of old thread- bare Fools, if after 16 ma- 
ny Experiences you don't furbifli up your Wits, and 
look to your fcives. There's GottenJorf, Kailliwits^ 
Skusy the Knight Baron Leiffem, Elnard the hereditary 
Pretender to the Marqui^te of Thanu, with many 
others whom I will not name in this Letter : B/ '^ 
Mofes and Mahomet they're all Rogues j and if you 
truft 'cm too far, they lurely betray you, 

Nathany believe me, I would not write fb paf^ 
fionately were my Life at all precious. But I have no 
other End in protrafting the Minute of my Tranfmi" 
^ gration, than to exalt, as much as in me lies, the Ma- 
jefty of the Ottoman Lineage, and to guard it from 
Dangers, I am placed here on purpofe by Fate: 
• And I'll do my Duty, tho* the whole World (hould 
gutter their Venom againft me. 

C^ Ci\t 
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" O Jfraelite, both thou and I muft fhortly leave 
this Earth ; or at leaft we muft change the Form of 
•our Earth. We fhail never ccafe to be fomcthiogi 
\GoD knows what, 
i In the mean timc> be what thou feemcft to be. 

Paris, i}d of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear 1667. 



LETTER X- 

To the moji Sublime and Magnificent 
of the Muflulman Bafla's, Achmer,, 
the Vizir Azem. 

MAY Chaplcts of immortal Flowers crown thy 
noble Head, illuftrious Cuperly, flrong Prop. 
-of the Houle of I.trogriel, main Buttrefs of the 
Tower of the Selzucctan Tribe tlie Lineage of Ottom 
.man. Heir of the Heirs to Jfmael, the eldeft Son of 
•pur Father Abraham, the Glory of Men, and the 
• Beloved of God. 

Not the unmatch'd Perfumes o£ Arabia, not the 
furprizing Odours of the Ferfian Incenle, which. 
they offered to the Sun, not all the raoft skilful 
Compolitions of Eaftern Aroma ticks put together, are- 
half M> fweet, as is thy glorious Name among the 
Muffulmans, 

I recei/d thy Orders with a Reverence, fecond 
<wily to that which is due to .the Grand Signior, and 
will perform them with a loyal Alacrity. I per- 
fc£fcly comprehend thy Defign, and the Drift of the 
/Mime Forte: For th«u haft flated the Cafe like an 
Oracle, 'Twill not be difficult, I believe, to fuggeft. 
under-hand to the French Court, the Advantage 
Chey may laake of tt^c; gtckax I^i&f^&ions. ia HNnr^ 
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gary : For they are already become the Subjcdl of 
common Difcourfe, Lewis the Fourteenth, by en-- 
couraging thofe Malcontents, and fupporting their 
Caufe with private Disburfcmejits of Money, will 
doubtlels facilitate his own deiigned Conqucfts on- 
thc Neighbourhoods of the Rhine, For if the Hur^ 
garian Lords proceed to an open Revolt, and throw 
themfclves under the Sultan's Protedion, the £w- 
peror of Germar^ will be obliged to turn all his For- 
ces that Way : which yet will not be able to with- 
iland the. United Armies of the Htrngarlanst CroatU 
MTiSy Hey dukes y Tartars, and the moft invincible 
Ofmans, So that by this means, the Empire will he. 
^veaken'd on both Sides, and in fatal Danger of its 
•final Diffolution; whilft the Strength and Power 
of the Grand Signior, and the King of France, his 
'Noble Ally, will daily increafe. 
' Befides, this will put aU Europe into Divifions and 
Parties, according as their Interefts and AfFe6fci- 
ens incline them, fbme fiding with the Emptor, 
others with the French Krn^ i whilft the Gene- 
rality will ftand Neuters, and contemplate the IfTuc 
of thefc Wars, without aflifting one Side or 
t'other. Than which, nothing can fall out mora 
haiy>y or propitious for the ^cred Monarchy of the 
Qjmans. 

In Obedience to thy Command, I have written to^ 
J^athan Ben. Saddi on this Account; altogether as 
frorii myfelf, not giving him the leaft Ground -to 
conjedlure, that I had rcceiv'd an- Order from the 
Forte, I frequently take the Liberty to counfel that 
honeft yew in many Cafes j inviting him to ProjedU 
la General Terms, and to do fbme extraordinary 
Service for the Grand Sigrnor. So that he will ima- 
gine my writing now is only of courfe, without 
KiibeAing any thing elfe* 

. Ibefeech thee, to fend me all the Inftruftions that 
arc needfuLftr me, not only to carry on this Affair 
proipcroufly, l?ut all others relating to the Forte, t 
will be careful totranfmit thy CoTurami'^XQlilWitVjwv 

C J ^^"^ 
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JBm StMi in fiich a Di%ui{e, as he (hall not dream 
they are any other than his own Propofals : Since 
thou doft not think it fit that the Majefty of the ?orn 
(hould appear to be concem'd in a Bufinefs of this 
Nature, efpecially £o fbon after the late "Stact con- 
cluded with the Emperor. 

Tis an invaluable Honour thou haft done me, in 
trufling. to my Condud^ an Intrigue, whofe EfFe^s, 
/or, ought I know, may reach all the Nations of 
Europe, and lafl till the Vay of Doom, Queftion not 
my Fidelity, for 'tis of Proof: Befidcs it many times 
tempts a Man to be ialfe, when he knows he is fuf^ 
pe£ied to be fb. 

I am Slave of the Slaves of thofe who ftand near 
the Sultan's Perfbn, and confefs Mehammed to be the 
Apoftle of God. More particularly I am devoted to 
thofe who have the Honour to fcrve thee, the 
Grand Pillar of the Ofman Empire. God perpetuate 
thy Felicity. 

Paris, i^dofthe jth Moon, 
of the Year i66j. 



LETTER XI. 

To the Selidar Aga, or Sword«Bearcr 

to the Sultan. 

THcfe Tarts abound in Adion at this Time, 
Couriers run up and down from Court to 
Court With Iccret Difpatches, and Matters of deep Im- 
port. The Death of the ^een of Voland, and of Tope 
AlexanderVll, occaiion this new (lirring and buftling^ 
m Europe, She died on the loth of the jrth Moon : He 
pn the iid^ Every Kingdom znd State 'in the ff^ejfy 
jxavc Ibme Intercft to make or prefctre i ibmc Defig^n 

^to 
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to form or to carry on, the Sacccfs of which many 
times depends on the well managing the Conlequen- 
ces of tnefe great and fatal Breaches, which Di ath 
makes in the Families of Mighty Fotentates, Hcufes 
of BjiyAl Defient. 

Tnc trench Cottrt were all diflblved in Joy, for the 
Marriage of the Duke of Gmze with Madameifelle d* 
jilenfon : They were in the midft of the Nuptial 
Triumphs and Fellival Solemnities, when the Black 
firprei&s came, whkh foon turn'd all their Mirth to 
Mourning, at lead in outward Appearance. For it 
was not decent for the Sons to continue longer revel- 
ling, when the Greaf Father lay embalmed in order 
to his Sepulture. Therefore to prevent Idlcncft, 
the King thought fit to chaise the Paftimes of the 
Cossrt for more neceilary Bu£ie{s i and the ibft £n-^ 
tertainments of Hymen, for the rugged Toils of tVar. 
He caus'd his Annies to march into Flanders, to give 
his ^ueen Pofleinon of certain Eftates fallen to her 
in thofe Farts. This lurDriz'd the Low Cotintriesp 
who began to demoliih teveral Flaces of Strength, 
that had not fiifficient Gariibns to defend them. 

The King VTas himfelf in Perfbn at the Head of 
his Army, which gave immenfe Courage to his 
Soldiers. So that Toumay quickly furr^er'd to 
him, on the 24th of the 6th Momi and Voway 
not manv Days after* In the mean while, the 
Marefchal JfAumontt with another Army, takes 
Bergue and Fumes near Dsmkirk, Then he befieges 
Lijle, which was taken aUb after Seventeen Daysj 
but n9t without the JCoi/*s Prcfcncc ; who appear'd 
indefatigable, always on Horfeback, or in his 
Coach, going the Rounds^ and furveying all the 
Works. He flept in his Coach that Night the 
Town was taken, on a Bridge not far from Gaunt. 
They have alfo taken Courtray^ Oudenarde and Aloft. 
They have defeated the Frmce de Ltgne, and the 
Count de Marcin, In a word, they have done So 
many Great Things thi$ Campaign> that all Flanders 
is flupified as at a Miracle, 

C 6 ^vi&Cv 



3^ Zett&s writ By Vol VII. 

lUttftrious Ag^^ I have in a fort of Miniature prc- 
fcnted thee with a true Effigiex of Weftern Afeirs at 
this Jundhirc. Let not my Abruptncfs difpleafe thee;. 
£acc this Efitome dcfcribes the Truth as lively, as if 
l»i fill'd an Ell ot Parchment up with WorJ^,. 

Faris, %d nf the 8th Moon 
if the Tear 1667. 



LETTER XIL 

Tfl Dgnet Oglou.. 

IFCnoW" not whether I have Reafbn to* rejoice or- 
be iad in my prefentCircumftances; fo ambigu* 
«>us are the Events of Human Life. Even the moil 
.blandifhing Gifts of -Fortune, and fuch as we are 
extremely taken with, many times prove like the 
JYajan Hocic, only hit and gay in outward Ap- 
pearance 'y whilft, hke that doceitfiil Engine of thc- 
iirecian Craft, they carry an Array of hidden Cala- 
jnitics within, which in the midfl: of our fecure Re- 

• pole, when we leaft dream oi any Evil, rufli upon. 
: us from their concealed and unfufpeCied Ambuicades, 

i put us all in Terror and Confuliom 

However, Since I have had a fuflficient Share of 
Trouble, Grief, and Melancholy j. now let other 
iprtghtly, chcarfiil Paflions take their Turn^ be the 

; Event how .it wiil^ I cannot always- bear the Burden, 

• ef a loaded Splecn> cramm'd and pulfed up witU 
Miielancholy Winds,- the 'Bmbr^'s or Vehicles at leafl: 
.■«f horrid Thoughts, pcrpleifing Cares, and black De- 
.■fyairl. Befidcs mcthinks, 1 have a fit Occalioa to be 
'. incrry j. being by a very picafing Accident, at once 
« 3fid of a great many vain Doubts and Anxieties,, 
i (which -have difturb'd-my Peace for thcfe Three or 

Jovjx Ycars)u and rcflor'd? -to. the charming Conva--^ 
. t '- iitioiL 
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facion of DarUy whom thou ma/ft remember I fa 
paflionatdy lov'd in the Days of my Youth. 

Know then, that one Day as I was walking in 
. the Streets, I met that lovely Greek in Mourning. 
Surpriz'd above meafure at the Sight of a Perfon, 
for whon;!^ I had formerly cheri(h'd fb great an 
Efteemj I flood flill at firfl, like oncThundcr-fbuck. 
I cou'd not forbear queilioning my own Senfes, and 
giving the Lye to my Eyes, which afTured me it 
ivas (he. Neither Age nor Abiencc had cfiac'd her 
lov*d Lka from my Memory, or fb much chang'd 
her Face, but that I cafily caird to mind the Objc£t 
of my Amorous Dcfires. Yet my Aftonifhnicnt was 
- fuch at this unthought-of Interview, that I Jiad not 
Refblution enough to believe myfelf; and her 
Amazement fcem'd no lefs than mine ; whilft neither 
of us had Power to fpeak, but flood like Fools. Till 
I, aiham'd longer to lofe myfelf in flich an ef- 
feminate Confusion of Spirit, firfl broke Silence, 
not without fbme Rapture and Emotion, crying out, 
" Is itJDaria or her Ghoji, I fee? Has Fortune bki^d 
; •* or mock'd mc at the Fatal Hour? Or do deluding 
^ Nymphs and Fairies haunt the Streets of popu- 
" lous Cities, walking about in borrowed Forms,. 
** and mixing with thwe Throng of Mortals, to tan* 
•* talize our Ibftcft Hopes with a falfc Shew of fbme 
•* dear Lover, FricnJ or Perfbn highly wirti'd tor, 
** never to be enjoy'd ? It to ay be true, thtit Cytherea 
•* left her Heavenj ( as Virgil does • relate ) and in 
«* a Tyrian Drefs met the Heroick Offsfrivg of u^^ 
** ehi/es in the Fields, amufing hira with a difgui- 
** fed. Semblance of Morality and Human Racc> 
«* until her Heavenly Voice difcover'd that fhe was 
■ «* a Goddefr, So us'd Biana to deiccnd in dead of 
. *' Night, and mix the Slumbers of Endymion vflxh Im- 
. **, mortal Dreams; fVealing fort Kiflcs from the lovely 
** Youth, and whifpering Ceeleflial Words into his 
•* Ears, more forcible, than the Songs of Orpheus, 
** when he raov*d the Trees and Rocks taPallions of 
-* ^lasitmck Love At other times they would coQfie 
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•* down, and take the Air of cool Mount Hdmus, or 
«• the lofty iJa, Thus Melpomene, Clio, and the reft 
«« of the Sacred Nine, would often vifit the refrefhing 
. «* Heights of their belov'd Famajftts ; from whence 
«• defcending to the fhady Banks of Helicon, with 
•« more than Mortal Voices, wou*d awake and 
. *« tempt the wanton Echo's to ftrike up, like ITw- 
«* fins, and join in Concert with 'em, whilft they 
<« chaunt the Praifes of ibme Demi God, or Hero, 
« whom they love. But that a Goddefs, Nymph, or 
«< Mufe, did e*er frequent the common Crowd of 
« Mortals in a City, is not to be credited: Therc- 
« fore unlefs I dream, it is Daria I behold. 

My Dgnet, I was running on in higher Ecftafies 
at mentioning of her Name, but that ihe fmil'd, 
and interrupted me with an oUiging Referved* 
nefs, and iaid, *' Mahmm, if you are the Man 
I take you for, and would |have my Efleem, 
be lefs pafTionate, and leave oS this wild way of 
Raillery : We both are paft the Vanities ot Youth : 
Our Years fhould now retain no remnant Froths 
of early boiling Blood, and young, green> fbolifh 
PalTions. 

I took this only for a Female Banter and Ef&y of 
Woman's Craft, to try the Senfe and Humour of a 
Man. For, thou knoweft, the greateft Frincefs loves 
a truly pa^ionate Addrefs, tho' not a puling, whi« 
ning one; befides, 'tis the Faihion here in France, to 
ufe Romantick Forms of Speech, when they make 
Love. However, in regard it was inconvenient to 
lofe more time, in the open Sa^eet, by this Sort of 
Difcourie, I invited her to a Houfe, where we might 
converfc with more Freedom. She accepted the Mo- 
tion, and I condu6^ed her to the Houie of Bliachhn 
■ the Jew, 'Tis pleaiantly fcated on the Banks of the 
River Seine, and has ai fair Garden belonging to it* 
Mliachim bappen'd to be abroad, which gave us a 
. better Opportunity of improving of Time, without 
the neceflary Interruption of Salutes, Compliments, 
iif»e, ufual in fuch a Cafe. And I had the Com- 
mand 
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xnand of his Hou£> as though he had been there 
himfelf. 

It. being in the Heat of Summer, I led Daria into 
a little, ihady, green Retreat, in the midd of the 
Garden, out of the Reach of curious Ears ; where 
under the cool refrefhing Shelter of a wide-fpread 
Beech, we fat down and call'd to mind our former 
Acquaintance and Friendihip. Daria ftill retain'd 
her Native Modcfty and Prudence, neither had the 
external Beauty of her Face fufFered any greater De- 
triment, than what befals the faireft Roles, Violets, 
or other Flowers, which even in their moft decay'd 
Eftate, merit the Chara£ter of amiable Swcetnefs. 
However, the Luftre of her Wit, and Goodnefs of 
her Humour, fupply'd all other Defed^s. 

I proteft, my Dgnet, it was impoflible for me to 
fee, and not to love again, a Pcrfbu who/e Idea 
ivas once .£> domeflick and familiar to my Sotd, 
And I was the more animated to make my Courts 
when (he told me, that (he was a Widow. *Twas 
eaiy to forget, or banifli from my Thoughts, her 
former faithful Treachery, in acquainting her 
JHusband with my Amour. Love fbon removes all 
puny Obftaclcs ; 'tis ready, prompt, and dextrous 
to find Excufes for the greatefjb Faults a Friend can 
ever commit : much more ingenuous to palliate the 
Teccd&llo*& of a Miftre/s. This Generous Paflion, 
by a peculiar Force, extirpates all Revenge, and blots 
out the Memoirs of pafs'd UnkindnfeflSs. It ever 
iprings and blooms with frefhdefires, young vigorous 
Inclinations : Like to the Palm opprcfled with 
Weights, it higher grows : 'Twould fain increale, 
dilate, and fbrctch itfelf to Immortality. There's 
no Coniideration, but that of Honour, can pretend 
to match, or ftand in Competition with the Divine 
Regards of Love. And yet the moft exalted Human 
Glory often veils to this ioFr PalTion : The Conquer 
rors of the World iufFer themielves to be overcoxni 
by Women. 
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Wonder not therefore, that I, who am Flcfli and 
Blood as well as other Men, could not now defend 
xnyfelf from fair Daria*s Charms. ^ 

Excufc mc in that I cannot now give thee aijy 
farther Account of this Adventure j being inter- 
rupted by a Mcflcnger from BUachim the^ew, who 
brings mc Word, my Mother is very fick, and wants 
my Company. Expc6t another Di/patch Ipcedily. 

Paris, ij^th of the loth Mom, 
rf the Tear {66^. 



LETTER XIIL 

Jo Pefteli Hall, kii BrdfheK Mafter 
• of the Cuuoms^ . and. Superiaten* 
; dant of the Arfenal ^if . Conftahti* 
nople* 

<. 

;> TP I S writtca in the TMesy That Man (hpuld qncp 
JL at leaft be v^uilh'd hy^Wgm^h in his Lify^ 
.But 'tis ray Chance 'to be; twice, fubdiied bjr' one pf 
that fair Sex.. .1 know not whether .1 ac^iuinted 
thee with the Love I formerly bore' to l!)'ir/^, a bcau- 
tiiful Qreek Lady ibjourning m V^rul Kcitl^cr" hayc 
I at this Inftant an. Opportunity to look over the 
File of mv Letters^^ they bcii^. in m.y .Loggings and 
I at lliacmm's Houfe, where 1 writ this Lettter, for 
.the fake of a Cbnvcnipace, which offers itfcif, ot 
^nding thee a frnaU Tftfent of Watches and Oriental 
Stones by a Jew, a Merchant, who is jufl departing 
^r Conftantinotle, 

* However, ir thoii art curious to Icnow the Circum- 
ftances of this Amour I fpeak of, our Friend Oghu 
can inform thee of it. I.n the mean time, fuffer me 
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t« vent fbme of my Thoughts concerning Women, 
and the Love of them rooted fb deeply in our Hearts 
by Nature, None of our Sex could e'er efcape this 
• gentle PafHon, it being mixed and blended in our 
very Original I.mbryo's, and after cherifh'd with our 
Mother's Milk. It was the peculiar Myllery of our 
Nurfcs, by a thousand Female Tricks and Arts of 
neceflary Tcnderncfs, to blow and kindle up the 
little Sparks of this immortal Fire within our In- 
fant Smls j whiift from their Breads we fuck*d and 
guzzled down inebriating Philters and Loue-Totions, 
more forcible and durable than thofc the Grecian 
Maids compound by magick Rules when they wou'd 
captivate ibme lovely Youth within their Snares. Our 
Blood thus fed with early fyra pathetic k Draughts, 
becomes the Seminary of a thoufand amorous In- 
clinations 5 general, unformM, and volatile A ffc6lions 
to that Sex: Till Time and Opportunity fix our 
l«oie Defires on (brae particular Maid^ whom Fan 
or Chance has brought into our View. At the 
firfl: Glance, fhe darts from her enchanting Eyes the 
perfedt Image of her SohI, which penetrates like 
X«ightnlng, our moil iruerior Faculties. The fwifb 
Idea transforms us into its own Similitude j Uke 
melted Wax we take the momentary ImprelTion of 
a Figure, which may laft as long as we j or if we 
melt again, ^is but to receive fome other Stamp of 
Love. Thus our whole Life pafles away in an cn-» 
chanted Circle of Amours. 

However, 'tis the Part of a wife Man to regulate 
this PafTion, and not fuffer k to degenerate into Do* 
tage. There is much to be {aid in Praife of Women, 
and not a little in their Di (parage ment ; As we are 
Biddies to our j[^tt, £0 that Sex is in a higher De- 
gree Myfterieus dV'a Paradox, 

'Twould be a kind of facrilcgious Envy to conceal 

their Excellencies, and flie Advantages they have of 

us in many Regards, whilfl our partial Pea ihall only 

.pubiifh their Defedrs and Infirmities. Some Hebret^ 

DoSors^ firom the different Nances oi iUiAni^si^^*^«v. 
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draw Arguments to prove the Dignity and Perfc<9:ion 
of the Female SeXy in that Adam figoifieth ^Earth'] 
but Eve cxpreflcs {_Ltft'] For they affirm, that 
every Name which Gou impos'd on any Thing, dc- 
fcrihes its Nature and ^ualitiest as a l^Uiure rcprc- 
fents the Original, Therctore by how much Ufe is 
more to be cftcem'd than Earth, by £o much more 
excellent, in the Opinion* of thofe Ra&Mes, is fi^ 
man than M/y». 

They go farther al(b ^ and from the Affinity be- 
tween Evt\ Name and the Sacred Name of Go d, 
the ineffable Tetragrammaton^ the CabaUfis borrow 
Proofs in Confirmation of their DoSirine. . 

I know not whether fiich Critical Obfervations be 
of any Moment or no, in this Cafe 5 yet thou know'ft 
that all the Eaflern Languages are full of hidden My- 
fleriesj each Word and Letter being impregnated 
with fbme Divine or Natural Secret, bcfide the com- 
mon obvious Senfc. Thus Al Zerbi, the holy Muf" 
fulman DoBor fays, there's Magick in the Sacred 
Name of Jefusy and that whenever it fhall be once 
pronounced through the great Tube or Trump of 
Michael, it fhall caufe all the Powers in Heaven, in 
Earthy and Helly to bow the Knee, This Glo6t 
whereon we tread, fhall tremble, and all the £/«- 
ments melt away 5 the Firmament fhall be fnatch'd up 
like to the Motion of an Eaftern Antiport, Veil, or 
Curtain. The wide-flretch'd Orbs above fhall warp 
and rowl together, as a fcorched Skin, or a Piece of 
Parchment does before a Fire. So forcible will be 
the Energy of that tremendous WO RD hy which 
the Univerje was made, when God defigns to rend this 
vifible World of ours in Pieces, that he may reveal 
his nobler Works, the Worlds iaufible and eternal. 
This mighty Frame on every woe will bow, and 
yidd, and vanifh: not able to fupport the crowding 
.Train and Luflre of immortal Glories, radiant, 
bright Ejfencesy defcending in a Body from the high 
Falaces of God, the infinite Solitudes and Rece&s 
of the Q;»m^otent 
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Thou had no Rcafbn to be fcandaliz'd at what I 
vrritc as if I were a Chriftianm Thou fceft I have a 
"Do^^r of the Arabs for my Author : A True Believir, 
and reputed Saint. Befides, if I am worthy to ad- 
vifc thee, let not the common Pra£tice of Mufful- 
tnnrh Profeflbrs in the Imperial City tempt thee to 
defpife the Blejfed Son of Maty, of whom our Holy 
Prophet fpeaks Co honourably. How many Chap^ 
ters in the Alcoran do celebrate h!i Praife ? I ra- 
ther counfel thee to imitate the honeft Twrcomansy 
"who are efleemed the bcft of True Believers. 
Thefe honour both ^efus and his matchlefs Virgin-' 
Mother : So do the ChupmeJJiafi, and all good 
Muffnlmans, As for the reft, theyVe either iii- 
perftttious apd morofe Fanaticksy profligate Bene- 
gadoesy or looie, wild LiSertines, who fear neither 
God nor Man. 

And now IVc mentioned that incomparable Mary^ 
. Mother of the Meffias, of whom the mighty Alcoran 
fpeaks fuch venerable Things; it is a fit Occalion to 
return from my Digrefl'ion, and proceed in relating 
.what the Jewip Babbies fay further in Commenda- 
tion of the Female Sex, 

They confider the Order which God, according to 
ibfffVriting of Moyfes, obferved in the Creation, viz, 
that among his Works, ibme are incorruptible and 
immortal J others fubje6t to Corruption and Change; 
and that as he began in the nobleft Species of the for- 
mer, to wit, pure fe par ate Spirits 5 fo he ended in the 
moft illuftrious of the latter, that is, IVoman; the 
laft of all his Works, and the moft perfe6t of coni- 
'pound Beings : For in her are centered and confum- 
wated the Nature of the Heavens, the Earth, Air, 
Fire, and Water, with Minerals, Plants, and Animals, 
and whatfoever elfe was made before her. This is the 
Opinion of fome Hebrew Writers, who believe, that 
God having made E've, and then furvey'd the Syftem 
.of his Works, found nothing more excellent or 
divinely framed than Woman, Thctefox^ vci \\<a \ifc 
re&ed tmd coimnenc'd the Subb f^th^ u VL \^%^o^!^ 
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and Wii<iom now were tir'd and foil'd, and that he 
could not ftart the }den of another Creature more per- 
feGt than her : Or, as if he did not Efteem tlie Vm- 
vtrfe irfelf compleat without the laft and moft ac- 
compli{h*d of his Works. For they hold it is abfuVd 
to believe, that God wou'd finilh fuch a prodigious 
and admirable Task, in any mean or abjedl Thing. 
They alfo illuftrate this by a Similitude, aflcrting» 
that the Worl^ being as it were an entire Circle, it 
follows by neceflary Coniequence, that it was finifh'd 
in that Parr, which by the moft intimate Union 
couples the firft Atom to the laft. 

They endeavour to ftrengthen this by the com- 
mon Principle oi Thilofofhyy which teaches that 
the End is always firft in the Intention, and laft in 
Execution. Women therefore being the laft Work 
ot the Creation, it is evident, fay they, that flie 
was the chief Defign and Aim the Almighty had in 
building this immenfe Fabrick, which he firft fur- 
niftied and adorned with infinite Riches and Delights, 
and then introduced her^ as into her own native, 
proper Palace, there to reign as abfolutc Queen OVCP 
all fiis Works. 

Befidcs, they take Advantage fi-om the particular 
Place of her Creation to exalt her, in that {he was. 
formed in Turadife among the Angels, whereas Man 
was made in the Common Wafte among the Brutes, 
And therefore they fay. Women have this peculiar 
'Privilege, that when they look down from any emi- 
nent Height or Precipice, they feel no Dizzinefs dir 
giddy Symptoms in their Head, no Mift or Dimneis 
in their Eyes, being, as it were, nearer their proper 
Element, or lofty Birth-place; whereas it is com- 
mon for Men to be troubled with thefe Accidents in 
filch a Cafe. 

But the moft prevailing Argument they ufe. is 
taken from the ftupcndous Beauty of that Sex, which 
like the finer Sort of Clouds in Summer, fcems to crt- 

Jrofs the Splendors of immortal Light, and £o refleft 
em on the World. How matcS2fi& is xH^otnan*^ 
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Form? What dazzling Majefty environs her from 
Head to Foot? Gaze on her lovely Countenance 
without Aftoniihment \ or fix your Eyes on her's 
^thout an Ecfbcy ; thoie Lights which do mif« 
lead the Morning Stars^ and caufc the Gods to 
ramble from their Heavmy if what the Ancient 
Vo%U iay be true. So did Apollo for his DaphM^ 
and jufiter for others of that charming Sex» 
Neither need wc wonder at this, fince the IVrit'^ 
ten Law itfelf records, that Angels fell in Love 
vrith admirable Maids of Human Race, and took 
lem for their Wives or Concubines, from whom 
the Frcgej^ of Giants came. T^^^ more modem 
Writers teftify, that incorporeal Spirifs and 2)4- 
mens of all Ranks and Qualities, both gocxi and 
bad, have been enflamed with ardent PaiTions for 
ibme Mortal Virgin. Which is no ialfe or vain Opi- 
nion, as the incredulous Part of Men would fain m- 
iinuate, but a known Truth, con&rm'd by many 
Experiences. 

Indeed,. '£> admirable is the Figure, Voice, and 
Mien of a fair IVoman^ that he is wilfully blind, 
who does not fee, whatfbever Beauties the whole 
World is capable of, conccntcr'd in that Sex* And 
for this Reafon 'tis, that not only Man, with Angels^ 
lUmdnsi Genii, Satyrs, and the whole Series of 
SAtianal Beings, admire a fair Wbrnan-, but alio the 
very Brsttes are (buck with a profound Amazement 
at her Sight ; With Sighs and filcnt Vows the Ani" 
mal Generations pay Homage to her, and adore th« 
■fbately Idol. Every Thing in Nature is cnamour*d, 
and lies prodratc at her Feet: She alone commands 
the Univtrfe, 

Yet after all, my Brother, they have their dark Side 
too, like the reft of mixed Beings. They are the 
Frontier Fafles of the World above, and that below 5 
the Gates of Life and Death, the very Avenues to 
Heaven or Hell, according as they are us'd. Like Fiic 
they'll warm and refrefh a Man, it \\r. \>s^\ -ax. ^ ^>3l^ 
•Dimace; but if be amro^ch too Qc^> xlli^>i^^ ^^^Ocv 
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md blifler Inm, if not confume him qiite. Or, like 
that o^er Element of Water, they're very good and 
fis'viceable, whilil: kept within their Bounds i but 
let them once break down the Banks of Modefly, 
theyll threaten all with Ruin. In a word, 'tis nei- 
ther fafe to vex 'em in the Icaft, or humour 'em too 
much. The Excels of Fondnefs, as well as the De- 
fs^ of natural Love, may equally undo us, Prudent 
Generofity is the only Method of making ourfelves 
happy in the Enjoyment of this Sex, 

Dear refteli, let us reverence ourfelves, and then 
we cannot fail of due Refpedl firom our PFiviJ and 
Concubines, For they love a Man that's truly mafcu- 
line and brave. 

Paris, the ifth ef the lothMcw, 
cf the Year i66j. 



LETTER XIV. 
To the fame. 

JU S T as rd finifh'd t'other Letter, I was alarm'd 
afrefh with new Ditcoveries of Solyman^s Trear 
chery. That barbarous Dog is certainly an Jmf 
of He//, aD^i^/7 in human Flefli; an adventitious Plant. 
pTuck'd from the dreary Banks of Phlegethon, or Cocy^ 
tusy and engrafted in our noble Stock, on purpofc 
to ruin and deftroy us. The whole Tribe is bound to 
curfc him with immortal Execrations. He induftri- 
ouily feeks and ftudies all Occafions to do mifchief. 
His Veins fure ftream with fierceft Venoms, rather 
than with human Blood. The Poiibn of Dragotis 
and jiffs is under his Tongue, and the Gall of Croca^ 
V'/^J within his Lips. His Lungs breathe nothing but 
infernal Smokes ; the Spirit Negider limes tho iiyfioU 
and ViaJIele of his Heart i. and his whole Body is a 
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Den of Fieads, as foul and black, as thefe which 
guard the Throne of the Great Vrlnce of Darkntft. 

I could have eafily forgiven his fly malicious At- 
tempts upon my Life and Honour, his interloping 
Tricks and Plots, his Calumnies and Slanders, with 
all the Train of his perfidious Adtions: But that he 
ihould abufe the virtuous Fatima, Daughter to our 
Uncle Ufeph^ is an Injury I can't put up, or pordon. 
That innocent Lady ne'er deferved iiich cruel, un- 
manly Uiage at his Hands. The Dregs of a thou- 
land bitter Curfes be his Potion to drink in HeU^ 
unlefs he repent of this prodigious Bafenefs, and 
jnake honourable Satisfa^ion. 

Thou wilt wonder, perhaps, what is Solyman^t 
Crime, that fills me with fiich implacable Refent- 
ments. Know then, that Fafima*s Husband being 
caird to the Grfitrul Si^mor's Service in the Pf^s <5 
Valmatiat and for that Reafbn forced to tarry Erom 
. her above thefc fourteen Moons^ fhe entruftcd Sofyman 
with an Affeir of grand Importance, a Matter which 
concerned her Lite, Honour, and Welfare in the 
World. It feems (he had a Quarrel with an old Gre- 
cian Hag, who fought to proflitute her to the Great 
Cadi of Smyrna y where fhe lives. This Grandet 
hud by a flrangc Accident feen Fatima in a Bath, fre- 
quented only by Women of Quality, However, 
tiirough fbme Negledt of the Servants, he was not 
foy*d himfcif, but went away deeply in Love. That 
Pafllon, thou knoweft, makes every body reftlefs, 
that is tormented with it. He knew not how to 
«afe hiinfelf, but by communicating his Thoughts 
to the foremcntioned Grecian Widow, whom he had 
often made the Confident of his Amours. The 
thorough-pac'd Bavod foon promised him Relief, 
and tlut (lie would accomplilh his Defires. How- 
ever, fhe faiPd, and found herfelf miftakcn, when 
(he came to tempt the inviolate Chaftityof Fatima: 
For all her glittering Promifes, her fbfteft Rhetorick 
could never corrupt a Heart eUablilhed firm in 
Virtue. 



48 Letters writ by Vol VII. 

Mad at her Rcpulfe, (he fhidics how to be re^ 
vcngfd, conceiving it not impoflible to bring her Dc* 
iigns about by Violence, fincc fair Perfuaiions would 
not do. She frames a formal Accufation againft Tt^ 
tima before the CaJi, taxing her with H^ttchcrafr 
and other Crimes upon Oath. The C/tii having 
learned his Leilbn, would not hear the Caufi in open 
Divan ; but pretending Indifpofition of Body, caus'd 
ha: to be brought before him in his private Bed- 
chamber. The Gretk had ready by her ievend 
fuborn*d Witnejfesy to depofe moft horrid Things 
againft the innocent Woman. When the Cadi pro- 
fe{Iing an entire Refpedib to Fatima*s Husband, ieem'd 
to take pity on her Circumftances, andwav'd the far- 
ther Profecution of the Caufe till another Time, 
keeping Fatima Prifbner in the mean while in his 
own Palace. 

All this was manag'd fb privately, that no body in 
the Town took notice of it, fave an Acquaintance or 
two of the Grecian Widow's, and Soljman our wor- 
thy Coufin, who happen'd to be at Smyrna in this 
very Juncture among his other Rambles. 

Perfbns in trouble are willing to fly for Refuge 
to any Friend, deliring their Afliftance. Fatima, 
all in Tears at iiich an unexped^cd Change of her 
Condition, had Leifure and Opportunity to fpeak 
to Solyman, conjuring him to go to certain inti- 
mate Friends of our Family, living in Aleppo, and 
tell them her Circumftances. Inftead of this, the 
faithlefs Villain goes to her Husband's Friends 
at Tripoli, telling them the utmoft fhameful and 
fcandalous Things of Fatima his Malice could in- 
vent j and that by her lewd Courfes ftie had ^ell- 
nigh ruin'd her Husband; producing at the fame 
time forged Bills and Letters as from him, where- 
by he rai s'd a thoufand Zequins, with which the 
perjur'd Villain's gone no body knows "whither, to 
mike his broken Fortunes once again, and lay a Foun- 
dation for new Cheats. Whilft the poor injur'd 
iMma, is forced to bear the Reproach and Infamy of 
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Things whereof (he ne'er was guilty. But Time, 
I hope, will clear her Innocence, and bring that 
curfed V^bond to Shame. 

I coun£l'd him indeed long ago to travel, and fee 
the various Regions of the Earth : But I ne'er advis'd 
him to load his Soul in fuch long Voyages with th6 
Guilt of bafe Ingratitude, barbarous Malice, Perfkiy» 
and other Vices of the blackeft Hue. The fmaller 
Fraijties. Stains, and Blemi(hes of Human Life, are 
too g^eat a Burden for a generous Heart to bear with- 
out Complaints and Sighs. He that has but a Sparic 
pf Virtue in him, blufhcsfor C3itxy.?ucadUU ha 
commits. If tempted by good Company, or in 
hopes to banifli melancholy Thoughts, ~he indulge 
himfelf a larger Draught ot Wine uan what is ordi- 
nary, and io iaiendbly boil up his Blood to irregular 
Height, and Superfluities, ne's all this while n» 
body's Foe but his own j he plots no Mifchief againft 
his Friend, Relation, harmlefi Neighbour or Ac- 
quaintance. All the Enmity he fhews is to himielf, 
and in his Cups he is not aware of that. For.whiob 
Rcafbn afterwards to expiate the criminal Advances 
he made to Self-JVIurder, he willingly fcums off the 
groflcr Ebullition of its heated Veins in penitent 
Weeping: A Flood of Tears runs from his Eyes, 
like generous Libati<ms at the Foot of the Altar^ to 
pacify the Wrath of God j whilft the lighter Part 
evaporates in pious Sighs and Vows. Thus this Pol- 
lution vanifhes like Smoke, and Ke is fbon made clean 
again. An^l To in other WYCts 'tis the iame with Men" 
difpos^d to Virtue: They endeavour to root out the 
evil Habits they arp accuftomed to : They try all 
IX^ays and Stratagems to reform thcmfelves. But 
wicked Men, by Inclination, fin on without Remorfc: 
They never ftudy to retrench the Evils they commit: 
Ever propenfe to Vice, they chufcita^JTays, and court 
the Opportunities of doing impious Things. They're 
natively unjuft, and' cannot live at Eaie without pre- ' 
meditated Crimes; It is their Element to be pro\e£)t« 
ipg Mifchief : And fuch a one is SpIviimii ci\is Ci^\A&ck« 
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God inipire him with more grateful Sentiments 
towardsms Friends, more Naturaland Affc^ionatc to 
thoieof hA$ Bloody and a morejud Depot tmcnt to all 
Men : Of elfe he may be like Cain, who for murder- 
ing his Brother was condemned to be a Vagabond on 
Earth i and like Ztuli Baxat the Verjian, who ialUy 
accused Hofrin the Prophet, and for that Realbn was 
troubled with a Faljy in his Head as long as he liv'd. 

Paris, i^th of the loth Moony 
of the tear 1667. 
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LETTER XV. 

To the Muftrj Vicar. 

I Sent an Account to the Porte of the Death of the 
late Rumbegy or Tofe^ who is the great Patriarcli 
of the Kazarenes. Now the Cardinals have chofen 
another to fuccced him, whom they call Ci^wfw/ IX. 
a Man of a great Chara<5ler ibr Learning and Piety, 
and one from whom the Franks expert glorious Things 
to be done for the Publick Good of Chriftendom, 

Thcfc Vofes fcem to inherit the Authority and Ho- 
nour of the Ancient Pontlfex Maximus^ or High' 
Ifrieft of the "Romans in the Time of Fagan^m. 
Jjay, they afTume a far more ample and uncon- 
troulable Power. For thofc Gentile Prelates always 
liibmitted to the Imperial Authority, from which 
they received Proted^ion and Maintenance. But 
theiie Chriftian lathers acknowledge no Superior on 
Earth. I^ngs and Emperors do Homage to them» 
and perform the mcaneft Services ; as to hold 
the Bafon ' whiU| the Pope wafhes his Hands y to 
hold the Stirrup whili^ he mounts or alights froiii 
off his Mult, Sometimes Great Princes lead his 
Rorfe by the Bridle ^ wJ^ilH at anpther Seafbn they 
carry lum 00, their Shoulders. Tis recorded, that 

&imines9 
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Eumines^ Ring of Tergtunus^ came to ^mt^ and pul- 
ling ofF his JUrban$i humbly laid it on the Ground 
bctore the SenatCy confefTing he receiv'd his Libert/ 
from them. And Vrufmsy Xsng of Bitkjnut, us'd to 
Ilile himielf the Raman Seoate's Slave, and bow 
down to the Earth before them. But this is nothing 
to the Reverence which greateft Mcnarehs pay the 
Poft, when crawling on their Hands and Knees, the/ 
kils the Sandal on his Foot. 

He can make and dcpofe Kings at Pleafure, abfolve 
SubjeBs from their Allegiance, bind and remit Sins, 
open and (hut the Gates of 'Baradifu furgatwy, 
and JUlly or at leaft he endeavours to make the 
World believe ib. 

He has Seventy CdrMnals for his AfHftants and 
Couniellors, all equal to Princes: A Hundred and 
Thirty Archbijhefs under his Obedience : A Thou* 
iand and Seventeen Bi/hofs : A Hundred and Fort/ 
Four Thou^md Monafleries and ReUgious Houfesg 
Three Hundred Thouiand Variflas obeyii^ his 
Will, and yielding Homage to him. So that ii he 
were refblv'd to carry on fome lading ^^Sv, he need 
only lay an Impofl of Six Crowns a Year on ever/ 
MonaJUry, and Fifty Two on every Pariih, and ic 
would amount to Sixteen Millions of Crowns year]/ 
Income. And if out of every Mmafttry he choie 
out Ten Men, he wou*d have an Army of Fourteen 
Hundred and Forty Thoufand Men. Which is more 
than any Fotentate in the World can do befide. 

.Thou wilt fay, Tis a Wonder then he do^s riot 
put this in Pradice, and fo wage JVar with the Grand 
SignioTy who has flecc'd him of many flouriihing 
Countnes formerly under his Obedience. 

O Sacred Oracle of the Muffidmaus, God has tied 
up his Hand ,- he cannot do it. Thefe are but empty 
Speculations, impradiicable Projcdls, i^ntafHckC^ 
mera*s. The mighty Train of his ArehbiflKfSyMiJhefs^ 
Tariflf-Prieftsy with jefuits, Monks 2aid Priars» though 
never fo willing to obey his Orders in fiicli ^C&» 
yet cannot &ir a Fo<n without the bevie ell ^^anx . 
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rc^dive Sovereigns, For they're difpcrs'd through 
divers Kingdoms, States, and Principalities, where 
they arc fubjed to the Laws and Government in 
Force. So that unleis h^cou'd unite the Hearts of dl 
the C^hriftMn Frinces one with another, and with hii 
own, to undertake Co grand an Expedition, it is im- 
pofTible ever to eSc6k his Will. Each Nation has an 
Interefl: of its own to purfiie, which makes 'em deaf 
to fuch Propofals as may embarrais, if not ruin 
them. No Peter of the Defart, rambling up and 
down from Conrt to Court, with his Reli6;ious Ha- 
rangue, will e*er again prevail to raife another 
Crnfrde : That Zeal is out of Fafliion now hi Chri- 
ftendom. Kings in thefc later Ages, have not half 
the Attach and Veneration for the Tope they had in 
former Times. When Pope Boniface VIII. claimed - 
a Temporal Jurifdidion in lerance, Philip the Fairy 
being then King, fent him this (hort Anfwerj Let 
thy Great Sottijhnefs know, that in Temporals we are 
fuhjeH to none but God alone. And z. Trench Ambajfador 
at Romet fpeaking fbmething boldly to the Tffp'e, the 
Prelate reproach*d him. That his Father was burnt for 
A Heretick ; whereupon the Ambaffador gave him iiich 
a Box o'th' Ear* that he fell down as dead. But it 
was a tart Mcllage indeed, which the Faftern BiJJjops 
fent to Pope John III. who claim'd an Univerial 
Authority over all the Churches in the World. For 
fay they, TVe firmly believe thy Abfolute Authority over 
thy own SubjeBs ; but we who are not fubjeSi to thee^ 
€anm>t bearuhy Pride, nor are we able to fatiate thy 
Avarice* The Devil be with thee, and God with us. 

In a word, all Denmark, Sweedland, Norway, Hoi' 
land, England, Scotland, Geneva, Ireland, half the Em^ 
firi, ^ud'h3L\£SwiJferland,2xc fallen off from th«r Obe- 
dience to the Pope within thefe Two Hundred Years. 
And tho(e Kingdoms and States which yet continue 
under the Yoke, are reaiy to (hake it off at every 
Turn, when they are never Co little gaul*d and vex'd. 
Trance, Spain, and Venice ofren huff the Pope into Com- 
jijmcc mth their Demands., Nor dares he to refift. 
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but winks and puts up all, like an old decrepit F^r- 
thtfi for whom his Sons are grown too flrong. 

Hcly S$uceJfor of the Profhet and Mejfenger of God j 
thou art th' ItifrlUblt Interprefir of the Law, and j^gt 
of Equity, yet ^ioft not arrogate a Fiwer above thy 
CommJJum, The Gr4»^ Sigrdor honours thy WiiHom 
and Suid^ity j and thou obey*ft with humble Sub- 
miffion to the ImferUl EdiSts, He is thy Lord and thou 
his G$dd9 and Tutor in the Way to Tara^ft, May God 
incrcafe thy Illuminations with thy Years, and infpire 
mc and all the True Faithfi^l with fmcere Loyalty to 
our Sovereign, and devout Obedience to thee, without 
the kaft Allay of Treachery or Superstition. 

Paris, ^d of the iith Moon, 
of the Totkt 1667. 



^ LETTER XVL 

yi Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 

Vienna. 

No W thou fceft I am a truer Prophet thani 
thy }H^ Mejpas, that Impoflor Sabbati Sevi : 
And yet, though I'm fo in efFcdi, I do not afpire at 
the Title. I claim no Charaftcr above that of a 
Mortal, who has not quite forfeited his Senfe and 
Rcafbn. However, if thou wilt yet retain fotne 
Veneration for his Perfbn, fhew it by imitating his 
Example, and embrace the Mujjulman Vaith as he 
has done: At leaft he out wardly profcfles it 5 and had 
the Honour to do fb firft in Preience of the Sultart, 
1 know not whether thou haft heajd of this or no.- 
Thy Brethren perhaps may be unwilling to difperfi- 
the News of a Converfion bringing fo much Infamy 
to all your Bjice. Tis poflfible they are afliam'd to 
own or publift to the World, the Tvi[\tv^^ 0*1: xJbjkcl 
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.own egregious Folly, in giving up their Taith to fiich 
a Cheat as this ^ a Cheat as one would think grown 
ible and fetid enough, to make a Man that had the 
imalleft Grain of Senfe recoil, conlidering how oft 
your lathers have been bubbled before by (uch up- 
Hart MeJJias\ fuch fpurious Prophets as this. 

I commend the Wit of SMati Sevi, in that he 
would not fland the Brunt of the Grand Signicr*s jir- 
fhersi or by a vain Prelum ption hope for Miracles 
from Heaven to skreen his naked Body firom a Shower 
oi fatal Shafts. Had he been To ra(h, I (hould eAeem 
hira the greateft Miracle of Stupidity that e'er was 
extant on the Earth. If thou haft not been yet in- 
formed oi thefe Paflages, Fame will quickly bring 
them to thy Ears, and then my Letter will not feem 
objRrure. In the mean time, afTure thyfclf, he d^ny'd 
his Apoftlefljif to iave his Life, and this before the 
Grand Sigmor» with the chief Grandees of the Court j^ 
where at the fame time he confefs'd One God, and 
Mahomet his Meflenger. If thou art his J^cifU 
therefore thou oughteft ta be ftedfaft, and tread in 
his Steps, giving Glory to the Eternal One, who has 
ient Frofhets into all Nations, to lead Men in the 
right way, as he fent Mofes to the Houfe of IJroiL 

Nathan, fuffcr no narrow Principles, no partial Pre- 
judices to fliut uplhy Soul from the bright Splendors 
of Immortal Truth, which fhine on every Man. The 
Light of Heaven is not confin'd to one particular 
Uneage, *Tis copious, large, and infinite j ipreading 
Hibro^ its Univerfal Rays, enlightning all the Families 
^nd Nations on. Earth. 

Tis true, I grant, the Omnipotent firft (ent Mofes 
with the JVrhten Law to the Pojleritv of Jfaac, Had 
they obey'd the Sacred Inflhution, t\s poflible your 
'Race had now been blefs*d above the reft of Men. 
Perhaps your Fathers would have ftretch*d their Con» 
sue/is far and wide to the utmoft Limbs of the Land; 
Jrora India to the Weftem Shores of Africh, and from 
the remote Borders of the South to Nova Zembla in 
the ASiic Circle. Then devout Princes would have 
_ travdi'd 
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travdrd from the Vour ^gUs of the World, and 
made long fllgrimagestoyerufaUmt there to perform' 
their V&»Sy and offer SMcr^es to the King of Heaven. 

Bat, alas ! your Jtncefiors tum'd Ji^dels and Idolaters 
even at the very Foot of Mount Sinai, whild the 
tremendous Mchoes of the Jhsaukrs yet were in their 
£ars. They made themfdves a Calf of Gold, and 
ador'd the Idol of their own Workmaillhip. So did 
their Children worfhip Adonis, Venus, Diana, and 
almoft all the RahHe of the Gentile Gods and Goddejfes^ 
For which Reafbn, the Wrath of Heaven was kind- 
led againft that Generation : God rouz'd the mighty 
Monarchs of the £afi to take up Arms, and punifli luch 
a Wicked Race of Men. How oft was fiiir Jerufalem 
fack*d, and all the yews dcftroy'd or carried away 
Cappues by Verfians, Modes, Ajfyrians, or the Kings of 
Bkiylon t How many Prophets were fcnt to tell them 
of, their. Errors, and reclaim them ? But the obdurate 
Sons oi Jacob ftopjp'd their Ears, being refolutely 
bent on Wickcdnefs j the Meaiiire of which being 
once compleat, Tate fign'd the EdiB of your utt<? 
Ruin. For then came Jefus the Son of Mary, the 
True Mejftas, who foretold the irrecoverable Cataftro- 
fht of Jcrufalem, which came to pafi accordingly in 
that very Age, when the Victorious Roman Armjr 
laid it all in Aihes, not fb much as fparins the 
Glorious Temple of Solomon, Ever fince which, the 
^ews have been difperled abroad through all the 
Earth. Each Nation, City, or Province where ye 
live, account ye Execrable fugitives and Vaga-^ 
honds. 

In the mean while the Fame of fefus fpread abroad 5 
his heavenly Dochine, pcrfeft Life, and mighty 
Miracles, flibdu'd the Hearts of Men. Chrijiianitf 
took Root i'th' World : It grew and branch'd itftlf 
throughout the Continent, The Roman and the Gre- 
cian Empires tamely fat down under the Church's 
Shade within three Hundred Years 5 *and quickly 
after, other Nations fled unto the Sacred Shelter. But 
in Procefs of Time, this Religion aifo^^iVLftXo ^o>^\^> 
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degenerated into Error, Superflition, and Idolatry. 
And tlien God rais'd up idahomtt^ our Holy Lav- 
gher. He fent him down the Book of Glory by the 
Mando^ Ga^hh sukI commanded him to teach it to 
the Hottfe of Ifmael firfl, and then to all Men that 
were willing to embrace the Undefiled Faith: but to 
chadife with Fire and Sword the Infidels who ihould 
oppofe his Mijpony and refifl the Truth, 
r How ibon the Muffulman Law took place, and 
^ined Ground in jira^ia^ Perfia, Syria, and the ad- 
lacent Regions of the ^aft f Nothing was able to Aand 
before the Warlike Troops of True Believers, How 
bold and matchlefs were the Anions of the Valiant 
'Malif How wife the Counfels of Sage Omar, and 
jibu'Bacre i How eloquent and forcilSie the Words 
of the Chafte and Generous Ofman i The Frofhet was 
happy in the G}mpan7of all thei/(7^C/i/«|f^/: They 
fought and conquered all before them. 

Whenever the Heavenly Banner was difplay'd. 
Trembling and Horror feiz'd the Ij^Is. Showers 
of fucccSfiil Arrows flrait were fent, a^ainft 
which the Uncircumcifed could not fland j much lefs 
could they fuflain the near Approach and dreadful 
Shock of our Invincible Cavalry. Their faint Ba- 
tallions quickly fhrunk, and pofled from the Fieki ; 
whilft ours, unmindful of the Spoil, purfued the 
Chace, and flrewed the Ground with flaughtered 
Carcaics of flying Mifcreants. Conqueft attended 
the 7>«f Faithful^ whenever they drew their 
Swords. Thus for above thefe Thouland Years 
has Religion made its fortunate Advances on the 
Earth : And if another Law fhould be revealed, and 
ibme new Prophet rife to check the farther Growth 
of Mujfulman Faith^ and undermine the Empire of 
the Faithful -y we ought not to refledk on Mahonut 
for this, as though he were an Impious Seducer, any 
xnore than we do on Mofes for your Calamities ; or 
on jfefus the Son of Mary, for the declining State of 
Chri/endom, 
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Tis not impoflible, but that the Omnipotent ms^f 
hsLVc hidden Refer ves of Treteps^ yet to be divulge^i. 
He has had his various Methods and Diipenfations- 
in all Ages and Parts of the Worid: Neither k it 
fit for Mortal Man to limit the Eternal One, or let 
him Rules. His Methods- are to us incomprehenfible. 
He fent Mofes, -a Man bred up in all tne Sciences: 
and Wifdom of the Egyfttans, Tofefus he commit- 
ted his hidden Power and Knowiege i and the Afo^ 
flies fpakc all Languages. But Mahomet Could nei- 
ther write nor read, and yet thou (eeft his Law has^ 
profelyted many mighty Kingdoms , States, and £>»-■ 
fires. Who knows, but that in future Times he will 
convert the Afoftate World by fbme Dumb Terfon, 
who can neither hear nor fpeak ? Or by fome blind 
Man, who could never fee ? Or it is not impofTibi^ 
l>ut that he may employ fbme Maid of admirable 
Beauty, Gifts and Learning in the Myfterious Work. 
So were the Sybils ot old infpir'd with Sac} $1 Wifdont 
and Foreknowledge of Things to come.- All fill'd 
with inward Blafls of fbme /w»wr//i/ Wind, thej)reg-' 
nant Virgins fbon conceived deep Myfleries of Fate,. 
which they writ down on Leaves of Trees r For 
they were Eremits, and Twelve -in Number, as An- 
cient Records fay. One of them^ liv'd at Cuma ia 
Italy, where her Cave is fhewn to Travellers at this 
Day. They foretold what (hould happen in After- 
times, particularly the Birth of fefus the Son of 
Mary : But they never faid a Word of Sabbati Sevu 
or of any other Mejpas, to come after the Firft. 
Theic Holy Maids were had in great Veneration by 
the Gentiles, who gathered up the fcatter'd Leaver 
whereon they writ their frophecies, and tranfcrib'd 
them .carefully on Paper, that £o the Sacred Memoirs 
might be deliverM fare down to Tofterity, 

By what I have faid, Nathan, thou may'fl percefre 
that I aim at nothing elfe, but to wean thee from the 
fuperflitious, ibnd Conceit of your lotion, and to 
make thee fenfible,.That though God once favoured 
the Jews with Qraiks.oi Light and Re«fw> ^tcx^wrf 
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liave for many ^$s forfeited this Privilege. Since 
which, he gave the Goffd tojefus the Son of Mary, 
the Mcorun to Mahomet^ and at all Times has ient 
Mejfen^ers and Fr$fhets to every Nation and People 
on Earth. 

There are no partial Biajfes in the Bivhuty which 
aaadc the JVorlds. He is an inexhauftible Abyfi of 
' Z9ve^ of Zaght J and Ttfe 5 where every Creatun drinks 
its Ifi// ofNatttral Happinefs, according to the different 
Ranks, Capacities, and Defircs of Things. He vefis 
the Stm with an Immortal Robe of Ughty the Tram 
of which is^#r>} uf hytht Moon and «S/4ri. 

When Vhoebus is upon the Wing by D/»y, his G^r- 
l»#W covers all the 5ity} the Golden Fringes of ft 
4angle to the GloSe, and /r/»/7 along in the mhy Sotl^ 
jret never gather the leaft Speck o? Dirt: They arc 
4^^^i and f lunged Ifk Rivers, Lakes and Seas, with- 
out being vet : and yet they drink up 4// the Qfe/>9 
.J>y ftucejtvi Draughts* This lower ^f^/i rejoices 
W^the glittering Shew; the Elements with every 
.0nrg- compounded of thern, bask in the welcome 
l^>^ Sq do the Planets above, who take a fin- 
giilar Pleafure to fold fome P4r^ of the lllufiribus 
prefi zboux them. They wrap themfclves half up 
•in borrowed Light, and then, like fVeftern Franks, 
they foot it tor 'and fro in their beloved Walks 
above, giving the ncccllary Salutes and Conge's to 
each other en Pajfanty and to the Sedentary Signf 
and fixed Stars, to fee if any of them mind their 
Courtlv Garb and Mien : For they are the Sun's Do^ 
tneftieit Pages, the Favourites of his Serail, At other 
Seubns they (land ftill, perhaps to gaze upon them- 
ielves, in Contemplation of the Majeflick Figure 
they make. 

So have I feen a prou4 conceited Spani/h Trum- 
peter, after he had blown a Levet pretty well, lay 
down the Silver Indrumcnt with a difdainful Gravi- 
ty. His Cheeks all fwoln with inclos'd Air, and 
Soul puffed lip with Arrogance, he flruts and curls 
Jljus hUck Mujlachu* Then with big Looks, furveys. 
. himielf 
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himfelf from Head to Foot \ cafting an Eye of -Scorn 
upon the filent Tubt^ confcious that he alon6 can 
make it found fb well. 

Thou wilt fiy, I wander in my Difcourfeas much 
as thofe Heavenly Bodies I am fpeaking of. T\s 
true, Nathan, our Thoughts are Irce, and not con- 
fin'd to Rules and Forms : We cafily flip from one- 
Imagination to another. And fince I have made 
this Planetary DigrefHon, fiiffer jne now, like them^ 
to run retrograde, and come to the Point from which 
I rov'd. 

Doubtlefs, each individual Being is fiU'd with its 
Effential Blifs. The Fire has its Specifick Happinels; 
fo has the Air, the Water and the Earth, with all 
the living Generations on it. And when the Mcji 
High difh-ibuted the Sms of Human Race through all 
the various Climates, 7x>nes, and Provinces, he fur* 
niihed every Region of the Globe with Gifts and 
Produds, Riches and Delight's, agreeable to the In- 
habitants^ with this Trov^Of that they fhould live 
in Innocence, Juflice, and according to Reafbn* 
From which Eternal Law, if any People fwerVd, 
they fhould forfeit their Privileges, and be fiibdu'd, 
if not extirpated, by fbme more virtuous Nation. 

l^rom hence fprung all the Revolutions of Mighty 
ICingdoms 2nd Empires y one flicceffively fupplantlng 
another to this Day. And the Sins of your Natien^ 
beine greater it feems^ than thofe of any other, Cod 
has S^ers'd you over all the Earth, without fufiRnring. 
you to inherit or polTefs a Foot of Ground. 

If ever therefore Fate defigns to reflore the yew* 
again to the Holy»LanJ^ wherein their Fathers liv'd $ 
never exped it, till your erroneous Minds and vici- 
tnis Manners are reformed. For Faieftine was never 
ieated €0 delicioufly for bloody Zealots^ Hypocrites> 
and crud Ufurers to enjoy. 



Paris, id (f the nth Moon, 
•ftho Tear 1667, 
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LETTER XVII. 
^0 Dgnet Oglou. 

Tt\ Aria's a Quean, a Jilt j and I am once more cur'd 
i J of my Dotage. There is no Truft in Woman's 
Beauty, Faith or Wit ; They are deceitful as 
the Fruit of Affhaltites : They are perfedl -tdddUs 
tnd Taradox€Sy and have more unlucky Tricks than 
crofs-grain*d £lves or Fairies. When a Man, over- 
lieated by his amorous PaiTion, thinks to embrace a 
Coddefs^ he meets with Ixion's Fate,' and only hu^ 
a gaudy Cloud or Meteor. 

I will not make thee fick with a particular Re- 
Jbearfal of my Second Folly, in being lo fond of one 
who had betray 'd me formerly. 1 will not repeat 
the vain AddrcfTes 1 made, the kind obliging Things 
1 fpoke, nor her deceitful Anfwer s. I wiS not tell 
thee how (he drill'd me on into her Snares, and led 
me Captive in an amorous Circle. Content thy IclT 
to know, that I have been Twice her Cully j and if 
ever I am the Third Time, 'twill be my own Fault, 
as the Italian (ays. No, my Bgnet^ I have done with 
that Valfe Sex, Henceforth for €ver I abjure aU 
amorous Regards of Woman. I will (liun them, as 
I would a Pcftilence. 1 will either (hut my Eyes> or 
turn them another way at leaft, whenever I meet a 
jFemale. I will not think of tbem, but with Diitlain 
and Hatred. Finally, I am off from them to all 
Intents and Purpofcs. 

However, as the Arabian Tr overt fays, ThAtWind 
blows from an unlucky Toint of the Comtapy which wafts 
me good to Somebody \ fo from Daria'snUc and feigned 
Smiies, I reap fbme Benefit. I have learn'd a Secret, 
which has rid my Spirit of a Thouland Cares,, DiX^ 
c|uiets and Agonies. 
Ill the Year i66^, of the Chrijlmn JSe£ira, I fen^ 

a Let- 
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a Letter to the noble iCfrilr^ Ht^Jfan BaJfUy our Coui>- 
trymani wherein I inibrm'd him of an Aflallin made 
upon me in the dark, as I was going to my Lodg- 
ings, and howl kill'd the RufHan that attempted on 
my Life. I told that generous Grandee all my Jea- 
louiies and Conjectures on that Subjedb ; how I 
iufpe^ed fome of my Enemies at the Torte to have 
a Hand in the Delignj or clfc that my iiciliM* 
Mafler was concern*d in it. I knew not well whit 
to conclude. But now I. am fatisficd 'twas Daria's 
Husband, who relenting deeply my former Amour 
ivithher, which fhcdifcovcred to me at large, could 
never be at reft till he faw Paris, where he deiign'd 
to be the Executioner of his own Revenge, and lay 
in wait accordingly for my late returning home : For 
he was not ignorant of my Lodging. His Wife 
knew nothing of his Defign, he having pretended 
other Bufinefs at the City. And 'twas from acciden- 
tal Words in her Difcourfe, that I collc£i:ed this great 
Secret. For when I ask'd her of her Husband's 
Health, (he told me, he was kill'd at fuch a Time 
by Night, in an. Alley of Paris, by whom (he never 
yet could learn. But I ftrait blufli'd with Con- 
icioufhefs, and took the Hint. I dropp'd ibme ne- 
ceflary, carelefs ^eries by degrees : And all her An- 
fwers ftill confirm'd me, as to Time and PlaceV with 
other Circumftances, that he mud be the Man I 
murther'd -in my Defence fo long ago; 

I kept this Secret lock'i up in my Breafl; nor could 
my doting Fondncls melt me into Inch a foft and eafy 
Temper, as to betray myfelf to her. But I took inward 
Pleafure at the Thoughts of my Deliverance from 
that luddcn violent Death, and from my After-Cares 
and Fears by this Diicovery; Henceforward 1 11 fo- 
fpeft no Mtijfulmdn, tho' my Enemy : Nor (hall 1 be 
fo fearful ormy Sicilian Mafier : No panick Terrors 
ihall confine me to'my Chamber, and make me fpend 
my Da)[s in fretting and confuming Melancholy. I wili 
not be furprii'd when Strangers knock at the Gate, or 
when I hear Uy blufling Voices of the Paiifh 0& 
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ficers below, or the Colled)x>rs of the King's Reve- 
nues* Yet thefe before were dreadful as tYieSultarfs 
Attefcherlffy or Tatal fVarrant, when he demands a 
Bajfa's Head 5 £0 forcible is Jealoufy and fufpended 
Thoughtfiilncfs ; fo black the Influence even of mif^ 
grounded Apprehenfion, and miftaken Guilt. 

My Dgnet, this mortal Life is a dark Labyrinth of 
crofs Events. Bcwilder'd Man gropes up and down ; 
he often trips and ftumbles at Contingencies} he 
ftrays about in thorny rugged Paths, not knowing 
where he is, or which way to turn himfelf. Some- 
times an Ignis Fatuus, with its deceitful Light, mii^ 
guides him in miry Places, Fens, and Bogs, where 
he is in danger of beincr fwallow'd up; or leads him 
to the Brink of an high Precipice, where if he ad- 
vance but one Ste{> more, he is gone beyond Reco- 
very i he falls and dalhes himfcif to pieces on under- 
growing Rocks. 

Reafon is the only Clue that can condu^ us iafe 
through all the Windings oi the perilous Maze. 
Heaven grant that thou and I may never let go our 
Hold of this fo neceflary Faculty, until he has con- 
du6led OS &fe to ParaJife. 

.^'arh, ifth of the nth Moon, 
cfthi Tear t66y. 
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LETTER XVIIL 

To the Kairoacham. 

LAST Year I gave thee an Account of the Birth of 
a young frincefs of France. Now I (hall inform 
thee, that Ihe was baptiz'd on the 21ft of this Moon. 
Saptifm with the Nazarenes is equivalent to our Cir- 
eumdjton; nay, tis fomcthing more Divine, if we may 
bdieve them ; They call it the Sacrament of Initiation^ 
the lirfi tdjfiery or Chrijliat^ Faith, But when 'tis ap- 
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ply*d to Children of ^dl Extradtion, the Sons or 
Daughters of IS^ngSj it looks more like a Cvrtmony ot 
StAtB^ than a Myfiery of Rtligion, However, be it 
v^hat it will, 'tis perform'd with abundance of Pomp 
and Maenificence« And at this Ceremony it is that 
every cSnrifiian receives his Name, which is given by 
the Godfathers and Godmothers, that is, Perions who 
fbnd Sureties for the Child's Education in the Chri" 
ftinn Religion . This Princefs was nam'd Maria Tifertjk 
by the Dutchefs Dowager of Orleans, and by the Duke 
of Enguien, 

On the fame Day the Cardinal Duke of Vendofme had 
Audience of the King Vind ^een, in Quality of 2>j^/i/« 
de Latere from the Pofe. It feems the King of Franco 
had deiired the Pofe to fbnd Godfather to the Dau' 
fhin, which the good Prelate accepting, fcnt this 
Cardinal as Ids Deputy and Repre/entative to perform 
. the charge* He is to give the Dauphin his Name, In 
the mean while, he Hands much upon Pun£iiUo*s, re- 
quires vaft Reipcds and SubmifTions from the French 
Bijhofs f and carries himfelf with as much State, as 
if he were a God^ or an Angel ; looking as big, as if 
he were the Emperor of the Univer/e, And wdl he 
may, Ance during his Legation, he has as much 
Power as the Pope himf^f i that Sover^n Prelaie 
having invefted him with all his own Paternal full 
Authority; which he would make the World be- 
lieve, is greater than that of Earthly Kings and Em» 
ferors* And yet he ftiles himfelf the Servant of the 
Servants of God. A fine Piece of JSficl^ftical Hyp<h 
erify ! the Ways of thefe Infidels arc double. Their 
Pra^ice runs counter to their ProfefTion : They would 
£iiin appear as Saints, when in effc^ they are little 
better than Devils. 

There has been a great Alteration lately made \a 
Portugal^ the Ffiates of that Nation having compell'd 
their King to renounce his Government, and confer it on 
Don Pedro his Brother. The Spaniard laughs at this 
privately, hoping from their inteftine Animoiitics ta 
drawOccafions of advancing his own Intcreii^ and of 
. lecoyering thftt Crown again. Kv* 
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Accomplifh'd Minifter, there is nothing new under 
the Moon i but a perpetual Circle of the lame Events. 
What we admire in this Age as a Novelty, has been 
adied o'er and o'er in former Times. Peace follows 
War, and War treads dofe upon the Heels of Peace. 
Faith, Ecrfidy, Sedition, Obedience, Virtue and Vice, 
are the reciprocal OfF-fpring of each other. There's 
nothing fix'd or (table j but the World turns round 
upon Eternal ViciiTitudes. 

Paris, the ^oth of the- ift Moon, 
of the Tear 1668. 



LETTER XIX. 

yi Abdel Melee Muli Omar, Prefident 
of the College of Scitncos at Fez. 

I Received thy invaluable Dijpatchj containiag mar- 
vellous Things, Revelations of a fublime Rank, 
Myfteries heretofore undifcover'd : Yet I was not 
much furpriz'd, having .all along prefag'd fome vaft 
Improvement of Learning from thy accomplilb'd 
Spirit, O thou TerreJIrml Star of the Firfi Magnitfide, 
Chief in the Conftellations of the South. 

Glory be to God, who from infinite Darknc^ 
ftarted the Eternal bright I^a's of the Univcrfe : and 
on the Womb of everlafting Silence, begat the WORD 
by which he formed all Things. E)oubtlefs, there 
is no BlemHh in his Works j no Botches, Knobs, or 
difproportionableUncvennejGTes; The World's a pcp- 

fea Beauty. 

Were Ptolemy alive, thy Syfiem of the Heavens 
v^o\i\d put him to theBluft): And lychoBrahe would 
jkcak out of his Planetary Fame, by fome wild and 
more than Eceentrick Motion, afham'd that he had 
been &ck a Botcher inJjfirtnmy. Co^mm himfelf 

would 
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-would fink under the Burthen of the Mfwn, which the 
overloaded Earth would in revenge' let fall upon him, 
for his unnatural Cruelty to his aged Mother, in bur- 
thenin^ her Co long; and all the World would cele- 
brate thy Pjaife, who haft thus happily refcu'd Heaven 
and Earth from their Embarraflments. 

Thy Thoughts are high and elevated to the Henvm 
oi Heavens ; yet thy Humility ftoops to the Centre of 
the Earth. But all Mankind would be obliged to thee 
afrcfh, if thou wouldft vouchfafe to take the middle 
Path, and furvcy with thy accuftomcd Accuracy 
the Surface of this Glebe, whereon we Mortals 
tread. Geography being already feniible of her elder 
Sifter's Uappineis, in thy Corred^ion and Amend- 
ments pi the former jiftrimomkk Schemes, languifhes 
4d{b for thy Superviial of her own Defcdis and Ble- 
xnifties. 

Thofe that have mcaftired the Earth, cannot agree 
in ftating her Circumference : And there were Few 
in former Times, who did believe the -4wf/fa«fe/. Tho 
Mujfulmans of IhMa do aflert, that the JEarth is iup^ 
ported by eight mighty Elephants: And thofe of 
Turfy iky, it refts upon the Herns of a great BtdL If 
either of thefc Opinions were to be taken in the Lite- 
ral Senfe, it would put the dulleft Vhilofopher to Sub" 
Jbematm, or at leaft a Fit of Laughter. But doubt* 
lefs they are Allegories^ under which are vcil'd fomo 
true and natural Secrets. 

However, let the Globe reft where it will, on BulU; 
OS Bears,' or Elephants, or Camels, Vromedariesy 
Horfes, or the Back of Atlas, a* the Gentiles did 
affirm ; I would fain know, methfnks, how lafge a 
Space of Land we have to tread upon, and what Pro-' 
portion is allotted to the Sea. 

'Tis true, we have a common Notion o?Four ^uar'* 
tfrs of dry Land; Apa, Africk, Europe, and Amtriea. 
Yet this is quarrell*df at by thofe of later Times, who 
add a Fifth, which they call Magellanica, or the Souths 
em unknown Earth, From immemorial Times, our 
Fathers were acquainted with the I*rce^'\xft.\i\MVw\wA 
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or Prccin£ls oith& Glohe: But the two hft were but 
of late difcovcr'd, finec the Improvement of NMtn- 
gAtUn, and the lavenrion of the C$mfafs, 

There is a vulgar Tradition, every where in Vogue, 
that after Koah's Flood, ^//t fell to the Share otSem 
and his Pofterhy, Africk to Cham, and Eurofe to j^a* 
fhet. Whether this be true or no, cannot be prov'd, 
but is wholly owing to Conjedure. However, this 
is certain, that if it were fb, there have been mighty 
Changes in the Inheritances of Hoah's Off^fpringy and 
Alterations ot their icveral Limits: Infbmuch, as now 
they feem to be in part blended and mix'd together, 
or at lead ihufiled from one to another. 

Thofe who liv'd in the Middle Agis^ made but 
Tipo Divijions of the Globes viz. A[(id and Eur$pf, 
And in thi$ they alio differed : For fbme made^rrri^ 
only a Fravince, or Part of the latter, perfuading 
themfclves that they were antiently'joined together, 
tho* afterward feparatcd by a violent Irruption of the 
Ailantick Sea by the Streights of Gibraltar, which 
before was a narrow Jfthmus, or Neck of L^ > bat 
from the Time that Bank was wafhed away, theMf- 
diferranean Sea derived its Origin* Others made 
Africk a Part of A/ia, they being not abfblutelv parted 
by any Sea ; tho' fbme Egyptian Kings ana Rvman 
Emperors attempted to make a CaruU between the 
Mediterranean and Red Sea. 

A third Sort divided the known Part of the World 
into Ajfia, Ettrope, Africk, and Egyft : Whilft a 
fourth plac'd Egypt to the Account of Afia, making 
the River Nile the Boundary between it and Africk. 
But this was incommodious, in regard it left that 
Part of Egypt on the fVeft of Nile to Africk. Such was 
the Confulion of the ancient Greek and Raman GeP' 
graphers. 

As for America, k takes its Name from Americut 
Ve/putitit a Florentine, who made the Iccond Voyage 
to difcover it. For it was firft defcry'd by Chriftopher 
Coinmbns, a Genoeft, in the Year of the Chrifiian He-- 
ffru 1442, by the Order and at the Charge of Ferdi-- 
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nand. King of Arragm and Caftile, This Pan of 
the fVorU is divided into two mighty Empires j the 
Jiarthern, or that of Mexico \ and the Sonthern, or 
that of Peru. 

M/tgelUnica, or the Southern Unknown Land, de- 
rives its i^ame from Firdhumd Magellan, the firft 
thit e'er difcover'd it; in the Year ifio, when he 
fail'd quite round the Globe, About Five and fortj 
Years afterwards, Francis Drake, an EngUjhman, 
touchVi upon the fame Coafts; and twelve Years 
after him, Thomas Candijh, one of his Countrymen, 
Likewiie Oliver van Noord, a Hollander, undertook 
the £tme Voyage. But none made fiich Advances in 
this new Difcovery, as a certain Spaniard, cali'd 
Ferdinand de ^mer. 

' God knows, what ftrai^ and unexpe^ed No^ 
veltics this Cotmtry might afford, if Men were once 
acquainted with it. This may be the Sandtuary of the 
Ten Tribes of I/raelites, which were led away Captives 
hj Salmanajfer King of A^ri^ : Or perhaps the Ill- 
habitants of this Country are of another Race than 
that of Noah and Adam, We may from them, 'tis 
poiTibl^ derive new Lights, as to the Pre-exiftencc 
of human Souls, Who knows, but they have Records 
more exadl and antient than the Indians and Chinefe t 
Be it how it will, Tm clear for new Difcoverics. 
There U a certain fpecifick Boldneis in my Spirit, 
which prompts me to invade the pretended Modeftv 
of Nature : I long to furl the Veil, which hides io 
many Secrets j and with a Philofbphick Confidence, 
^ere I in Power, Vd rumple up the envious Cover- 
ings of fiich defirable Wonders. 

Oh! that fbme God-like Monarch in this Age would 
in Ri^al Bounty equip a Navy, and man them with the 
moft expert and refblute Mariners on Earth, with Vc£* 
(els to tranfport an Army of Land-Soldiers, with Ten- 
ders to carry Meat, Drink, Apparel, and other NeccPi 
iaries for io vafl an Expedition. Surely, the Event 
would anfwer Ejtpeftation, the Gains would far tran- 
fcend the Cofl, the Honour inBaitely Cvxti^^^ xV2k& 
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Peril ; and all our known familiar World would be 
obliged by fiich a tortunatc Undertaking. 

SageOw/*r, it depends on thee to bring this Thing 
to pals. Start but the Propofal to ibmc mighty ^^t/f- 
ftign^ thy Recommendation will be of Force. Thou 
wilt be more than a Columbusy MagelUtiy or PizarrM, 
In Ene, thou wilt wind up the Searches of this in- 
quifitive Age, and put a Stop to future Scrutinies. 

I only hint the Thing j do thou purfue it, and all 
Generations fhall celebrate thy Fame. God inipixe 
thee with frelh Ardors. 

Paris, yfh rffhe ;</ Afw», 
of f hi Tear 1668. 



LETTER XX. 

To Ofman Adrooneth, Aftrologer to 
the Sultan at Adrianople. 

OL D Ptolemy was much out of his Byafs ; his 
wild irregular Fancy, drunk with the Lees of 
•Ariftotle*s dark Opinion aad Conceit, ftumbled and 
fell afleep upon the Thought of the Earfh*s being 
Centre to the Univerfi, and then the reft of the 
World fcem'4 10 run round his giddy Head. He 
often ftrove to lift his heavy Noddle up, to fee whe- 
ther it were £0 or not. But the beibtting Load of 
Prepofleflion weigh'd him down again: He {lum- 
bered, dream'd, and fnorcd loud, itretch'd out at 
large upon the tair C/jimara. 

The fhidlous Candidates of Truth and Sciencc-by 
his Example fell to the fame Riot in Philofophy, and 
continued the Debauch for many Ages : Till, too 
much furfeited and cloy*d with fuch a fiillbme Enter- 
tainment, bold lycho Brahe rubs up his Eyes, and 
wakes tjie Company with a new S/ftem of the mighty 

¥i^mc. 
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Frame. Then all began to ftart and rouze, as at fome 
Prodigy. His heavenly Gimcracks plcalcd the Palate 
of the Age. His Eff cycles, Eccentricks, Ferig^'s, and 
Afog^'sy with all the rcil oF his g-\y Whim-whams, 
were rcceiv'd with general A pplauic, till the more ex- 
cellent Copernicus appeared with ibmething Newer ftill : 
And then the blundering; Di»r;#, abaih'd, £iipp'd ofiFthc 
Stage, without fb much as taking his Leave. 

The Aftronomers fbon tell in Love, and paid im- 
plicit Adoration to the Idol which Cofernicm fct up j 
and it was but reafon, iince they had never ieen % 
fairer or a juiler Scheme of the World before. 

Yet every Age improves iticlf in Knowledge on the, 
Ruins of the former. And thus what ftolemy never 
found out, nor Tycho Brtihi or Copernicus could mend 
or match, if now they were alive j is very lately dilco- 
vered by the incomparable ui^del Melee MuU Omaty 
Frelident of the College of Sciences at Fez,. 

The happy Mufa Ab'ul Tatuftan, Profcflbr of Phi^ 
hfofhy there, firlt flarted th^fiO^o&^oi 2, Mathema* 
tical Expbrimcnc : And laying Heads together, the 
Primate of Morofio Doctors, Fathers of the utfrican 
uilfaqui*s living, lound z tvMC Demonftration in it. 

I have lately rcceiv'd a Di/pauh from that re- 
, nown'd Prelate, with an inclolcd Model of this-Pia- 
nctary iMachine : A copy of which 1 lend thc«, 
drawn by my own Hand. It rcprcfcnts the Original 
to a Point. Examine it well, and thou wilt find 'tis 
much more regular and exa£k, than any of thoil* an- 
tiquated Schemes i and anfwers all the Qucflions of ■ 
jifironomy without the leaft apparent Blunder. Be-^ 
iides, it has a perfc£l Symmetry and Proportion Ia . 
every Part : It makes the World appear a compleat 
Beauty. Whereas the Frame which Tycho BrahB 
made, was all deform'd with wild Unevcnncfles. 
Nor was the Syftem of Copernicus without a manifcft 
Botch, in niaking the imall Orb of the Moon alone ; 
to interfere with that of the Earth: Whilft all the ' 
other PUnets circulate in their own entire and folitary 
Sphtrif, without ao loterbper to dilbxs^ x\L<^ta« . 
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Dclidcs, he makes the lArth an JtUs to the Mmv, 
wh:intliis poor weary G/(7^, isForc'd, in his Opinionj 
10 drudge )'carly round the ZoJmck, with the vzSt 
Uurihcn or Diatm on its Shoulders 

It it be foy 'tis no wonder that the Earth ib often 
faints and trembles under the mighty Load. Hence- 
forth wc need not lay the Blame of Earthqumkes to 
hmtUdns^ as if the drowzy, ihoring Gx4»^, turning 
Ins iiionflious bulky Corps from one nde to the other, 
were t he folc Caufe of thcfc Convulfions : When Mor- 
tals reel and ftaggcr, as they walk upon the Surface; 
when Trees and Mountains rock as in a Crad]e> and 
whole Cities are fbmctimcs fwallow'd up. 

No \ Ice poor EncelaJus deep on, and take what 
Roll he can in his Infemal Prilbn. There was no 
Danger of his ever flirring again* after he bad been 
once thoroughly ibuc*d in Lethe's All-benumbing 
Sirc.uns. CcfernicHs is only in the Fault: When- 
cvei- wc fed thcic fatal Heavings of the GhSey *twas 
too unmerciful a Task he imposed upon it, efpecially 
in ir.N Old Aec. 

1 1 would have grumbled in its early Day and (hirdy 
Youth, had it been thus (cvercly us*d by Orfheuf^ 
Jdamtr, Hermes Drlfmigiftus^ or any other of the Pri- 
mlcive Sages. But now to be thus roughly handled 
by on upllart Infidel in its dcclininff Years, when 
thi cr Pa J ts of its Marrow are decayed, and its once 
potent Nerves and Sinews are ihrunk, its Liver 
waAcil, and every Vital winding away, almoft broke 
its Heart. 

Therefore theft Afrienn Sages, in Duty to their 
igetl Mother the Earth, have found a Way to free 
her from the Burthen of the Moon in her decrepit 
States and yet to make the Sun the Centre of the 
H^rU\ adiufling at the £ime time, with accurate 
Laws, and an unblemiih'd Order, the Motions, Sta- 
tkmff and various Poftures of the Planets. 
^'Thii happy Revelation in Afirtmomy is not to be 
"^*'^d in publick Writings, left ibme in^uifitive* 
~ Thivel]er» ambitious ^xMrmfi or envious 
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JtWy ihould chance to light upon the (acred Scheme, 
and boaft himfelf the Inventor of it. 

Let it be only communicated to Learned, Faithful 
Mu/fulmans of the Firft Rank: Fof luch CelclHil 
Mylteries ought not to be proftituted to the Vulgar. 
Tell not the little Japnvr Sgire Rugial of it : For, it' 
thou doH, all the Frank Merchants at Aleffo loon 
(liall be made privy to the matchlefs Secret. Be it a 
perpetual Arcanum in the Breads of fliblime Mcnr 
exalted Souls, Friends of God, and little lefs than 
frofhets. And be it, till all the Sages of the Zaft 
and South are Hrft made feniible of ir, and able tode* 
fend it agaihft the vain Attempts of the Uncircumcb'd 
i^^ation. Then let it be promulged in Allah's Name 
~ throughout the GlcSe, to the Eternal Honour of 
God, and Glory of his Prophet, who could neither 
write nor read, yet has Dilciples, to whom alone 
the pureft Reformation of the Univerlc is owing. 

Do but fiirvey with an indifferent Look, the laft 
and lovelieft Portraiture of the World that ever 
was made by Man. Fix thine admiring Eyes on 
the MagniBck Seat and Palace of the Sun, Conii- 
der at the fame time the true and equal Forms, 
Dimenfions, Diftances, and mutual Interfe£^ions 
of the ambient Or6s, without the fmallcd Blur ov- 
Blot in all the Eternal Frame. Then tell mc thy 
Opinion, whether thou canft not calculate Nativi^ 
ties:, er&St all Manner of Schemes, make Almanacks , 
tell credulous Men ^t heir future Fortunes,- appoint 
the EHiffes of the Sun and Moon, fct Venus and Aier- 
cury together by the Ears, to liir up. furious Mars 
to make a Hurly-burly in the Havens and Elements j 
or, if thou canft not wheedle the (bwre Curmudgeon 
Satum, into a ibft obliging Humour; or fret the 
nohic fuf iter to Madneu, by a damn'd Conjun^on 
with his mortal Enemy; and a thoufand moxc Aftro^ 
loffcal Enterprizes. Tell me, I fay, whether thou 
caqft not perform^ ^ t^ and more, as well by the 
incios'd i^w.of the World, as by the old Thread- 
^1;^, . We^thpr-bc^pen, Wiprn^-.^t^a {M^iAft Qjsy^. 
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work of Ptolemy i or the later Inventions of "tychi 
Bra he and Copernicus, 

It will now no longer be a Secret, how thofe 
Birds dilpofc thcmfelves, which at a certain Time 
of the Year arc fcen to gather in mighty Troops, 
and fly dirc£tly upward out of human Sight ; not one 
of the whole Species being left behind, or fband on 
any Part of the Earth, until the Moon has roIPd hill 
fix times round the Zodiack : When they return 
again in equal Companies into this Glo^e, each Species 
to his native Region. For the intelligent Fowls exa^ly 
know the Hour in which the £arth doesin its yearly 
Circulation interfcft the neighbouring Orb or the 
Mom, and then they fnatch the Opportunity to quit 
the attradlive Atmofpherey and take the Air of dxat 
adjacent Vianet. 

I have a great deal more to lay on tHis Subjc^, 
which I will referve for another l^ettcr. In the 
mean time, thou venerable $t»r-gax.er, adieu> aufi 
remember to be private, 

Paris, fth of the ^d Moon, 
if the Tear 1668. 



LETTER XXL 

^0 the Venerable Mufti, ^rincifal Sup^ 
f07't of Learning and true Science, 

THE Orders of thy Smmty came like a Mcflage' 
from Heaven, furprizing me at once with equal 
Plcafurc and Aftoniflimeht. Every Line increafed ror 
RapturA And now I thought I had no more to wim 
for in the World, imce the Great Vatrwrch of tic' 
WMtisfitl has condefcended to embrace tjxc Advice ot' 
ib Aead a ^^ve'^iMahmnt. It has been my paifio-' 
Deike tM^ ice Knowledge iSoiiriib in the Re-^ 
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nown*d Ottoman Empire, that the Infidels may no 
longer reproach us with Ignorance and Barbarifm. 
This was the Reafon that I £o often importuned thy 
'J^edecejfor to encourage the Tranflation of Hiftories 
into the Turki/h Language. How thou art plcafcd to 
begin this glorious Work, and to honour me, by 
-requiring my Inftruftions in the. Management of if. 
Nay, thou haft commanded me to lay the Foundation 
.of ib illuftrious an Enterprize, in prcfcnting thee a 
Pattern or Model of this great Work, containing aa 
Hiftorieal Epitome of the Four Great MotMrehies, 
with a brief Series of the moft remarkable and famous 
Tranflations, Changes, and other Events in the 
World, with rcftrcnce to the Nation and Age 
wherein they happened. 

As to the Advice thou demandeft of me, I think it 
would be for the Honour and Benefit of the Mujfid" 
mansy that a com pleat Hiftory of the IVorU fliould be 
collc^cd out of the moft antient and finccre Ifrherst 
and digefted into AmMs, from the very Beginning 
of Time, down to the Reign of our prcfent Empe^ 
ror, the Auguft Sovereign of the whole Earth: That 
{o whatfbever has been done on Earth worthy of 
Memory, may be rank'd in its proper Time and 
Place } and we may not grope any longer in the dark, 
"when we would know in what Year or Agf^ any Fa- 
mous Warrior or Monarch lived or died ; or when. 
any renowned City was built, bcfieg'd, taken, and 
deftro/d, and by whom all thcfc Things were done: 
With many other ufeful Memoirs^ in which the Q^- 
tomans are now wanting. 

In the Beginning of this ^f^*, it will be abfblutely 
neceflary to nave recourfc to the Chronicles of the ii»- 
tHans, Ferfimfy and Egyptians, and to the IVritmgs of 
Orfheusy Homer, Thaks, Zeno, and others of Oreect^ 
Fhoewcia and Thrace^ For tho' the Nax^renes of the 
fPift defpife the Authority of thefe Authors, and ca- 
lumniate all for lables and Romances which was de- 
liyer*d before the firft Olympiad i yet the more Ita.- 
partial Inhabitants of the Eafi, whietbti Cbri^Uns ot 
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MujftdnMns rejedv nothing which has the undoubted 
Stamp of Antiquity J but rather feck to um-iddle the 
myflerious Expreflions of the Totts and Fhilofofhers^ 
who fbrove ioduftrioudy to cover all their YJoam^ 
ledge and Traditions under dark JEmpna\ Figures» 
Parables, that io the Bivim Secrets of Amitndtj 
might not be prophaned by the rude and unpolifhcd 
yu^ar. 

It was ever the MMxim of ibme ancient Sdges and 
TolhicMnSf thus to keep the People in Ignorance of 
paft Times $ the better to afTure their Dominion and 
j\uthority over them. They only reveal'd what was 
obvious to every Man's Senfe, the manifed and via- 
ble Influences of the Heavenly Bodies of the Swh 
Mcon, and Siarsy the Natures of Plants and Ammals, 
with whatibever elie was liable to any Man's Eye and 
Apprehcniion. But as to the more abftrufe and lefs 
confpicuous Works of Nature, they were like the 
Secrets of State kept under a Veil. 

Yet there wanted not Men of Wifdom in other 
"Parts of the WerUy who ftrove to unfold all Things, 
and render Mankind familiar with whatibever tell 
under human Intelled^. Among thefe, the Indians 
and CAinefes defcrve the firft Place, who were never 
covetous of the Gifts of Nat /ire, but fought to im- 
prove all thofe of their Nations in the Knowledge 
of the Arts and Sciences, and efpecially in the Syjlem 
of anticnt Hiftory Thefe People Ihut up themlelvcs 
from the reft of the World for many Ages, fearing 
left Commerce might corrupt the Simplicity of thejj 
Primitive Laws and Inftitutions. Only Alexander 
the Great, and before him, Semiramis Queen of the 
AJfyrians, had ever Access to the Indies in old 
Time. And China was never open till of late* 
when their too potent Neighbours the Tartars 
broke through their Famous Wall, and fubdued the 
yrhde Empire: And their BuHnefs was not with 
^oohs but with Men, 

For thefe Reaibns we may not wonder, that the 
JtifiM» Brofkmans, and the BoffX^s of Chin^, 4.elivcr an 

Aj;>couxii 
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Account of the Origin of the JVorld, and the next* 
£iccecding Ages^ £o far beyond the JEpocha's of all 
other Hiflonans, cfpccially thefe in the Wefl, 

For Ev€nts of later Date, the Compilers of this Work 
may make ufe of fuch Hifiorians as have writteh ther 
jinndls of feveral Nations iince the fird OlvmpiaJ, 

If thou know'ft not what an Olvmfiaamczns, 'ti/ 
the Form of Computation us'd in the ancient Grecian 
Hegyra, every Olympiad containing Four Years. And 
the Firft of thefe Olympiads began in the Year of th^ 
PPbrU 3 ii8. At which time Chorebus of Elis fignaliz*d[' 
hirafelf, by winning the firfl Race that ever was run 
at the Olvmplck Games, Thefe Games were celebrated 
every Olympiad y and all the Xonth of Greece flock'd to 
them, to try their Skill in Runnings Wreftling, and 
other Manly Exercifes. 

About this Time Hiftorians began to write par-' 
tially, and the Truth could hardly be difcern'd from 
the Fabulous Errors with which it was adulterated.' 
Yet this rather proceeds from a National Emulation^ 
than from a Defign to corrupt the Antient Belief. 
However, thou mayeft give Credit to Thucydides, 
who in the 86th Olympiad began to write hxsltiflorf 
of the H^'ar in Feloponne/us, between the Lacedamo- 
nians and thofc of Athens ; which War continued 
One and twenty Years, as that Author teftifies, 
who wrote Annals of it from the Beginning to the 
End. And among other remarkable PaJflages, which 
he is very cxa£^ in recounting, he mentions a famous 
Eclipfe oi- the Stm, that happen'd in the firft Year 
of that tVar-y and was fo great, that the Stars ap- 
peared at Noon-Dav in the Siy, Plutarch alfo » 
ipeaks of this Eclipfe, telling us, that Vericles, 
Prince of the Athenians, being at Sea when the 
Sim was thus darkened, and perceiving the Mafter 
of the Veffel in a great Fright, at fome Prodigy, 
he threw his Goak over the Man's Face, and 
ask'd him. If he was afraid of that, orlook'dupon it 
MS a bad Omen ? And when the Mafier vssS^^*^^ 
No: Pericles jepJv'd^ Ff^4f Differenct u thcrt bettftem 

£ X tWH 
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this pliffi of the Sun, anJ that, fmct both are cam'd 
kjf, the Interfofaion of a Veil between the Sim and thine 
lyes-y only that Veil is larger than my Cloakrit being 
tie Moon which covers that Glorious Lamf from our 
Sigkt t . 

Much about the fame time liv'd one Herodotus and 
ViUanicus, two Famous Hiftorians, Men of iQtcgrity 
and Credit; and Hippocrates, the Renown'd Fhyjscian 
of jithens, Thefc are worthy to be tranflated into 
the THrki/h Language i as are sUToXenophon and P^/r- 
£ius, who wrote after them. They all, except the 
Ijdl,. liv'd in the Time of the Perfian Monarchy,, and 
therefore aye mod likely to deliver down a true Ac- 
count of the memorable Events that happened during 
that formidable Empire, 

As for the Macedonian Monarcf^y, the mod Emi- 
nent Writers were Curtius, jirrianusy and Diodorus 
Siculus'y but this laft is frequently miftaken in his 
chronology, and therefore ought to be corrected by 
the others. Tlutarch alfb fnufl: be confultcd, and 
yfijiphui thcyew^w,hh Strabo, Appian, JJvy,Juftin, 
and faufahias, .For they either f^rve to illuftrate 
<6ne another, where they treat of the fame Matters i 
or elft the , one carries on the Thread of Hijlory 
where the other left oifF. And therefore thou 
iiccdcfl: not wonder that.l name fo mixiy Authors, 
fixy:e thpy are worthy of Crcdir, and abfolutely 
ijeocflary to the com pleating an entire Hiftory of 
tRc.^rW 5 whereas there are a Rabble of other 
tFriterSi who .are fcarce worth the naming; much 
Icli their Authority to be truftcd ro, in compiling 
j|n Universal Hijlory, which is to give a new Lurtrc 
to the Ottoman Empire, and raife its Credit in the 
l/carned World. 

. As for the Roman Empire^ it will be neceflary to 
make ufc of Jofephus, Tacitus, Suetonius, Philo, Xi- 
ihtUnHf, Zonoras, Ammianus MarceUinus, VelUius 
Ifaterculus, Seneca, Fiorus, Livy and Suidas. 

Thcfc will be fufEcient Materials with which the 
TrAn/lators, Scribes^ zoiiCotKpiiers may accompli Hi the 
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Illuftrious Undertaking ; the Encouragement whereof 
I again earneftlj recommend to thy Liberality and 
Munificence. 

What concerns the Injund^ion thou haft laid on i^e, 
to draw a Fahern or MoJel of this great M^ork, ia 
prefenting thee with a brief Abftra^ ot the Bife and 
Fall of the Four Monarchies, with flich memorable 
Svents as will be proper to direA the Undertakers in 
the Method of digefting this Univer£al Hifloryy I 
wiU -refervc it for another Letter, not having thofe 
Books by me which are requiilte to aflift me in thil 
Afiau*. 

In the mean time, I pray Heaven profper this noble 
Enterprise, and grant that thou mayeftlive the Space 
of mznj OlympiaJs, to fee the Efife^ of thy Bounty; 
when thb Univer^ Hiftory being finiihed, ihalj in- 
ftni6t the KiuJ/ulmans, ana defeat the Calummes of 
the Uncircumch'tl» 

Paris, id of the yth Moom^ 
of the Tear 166%. 



fhe END of the Firft fiook. 



V:v.^ 




■11^ t ^ 



Ei 







L ET T E RS 

W R IT B Y 

; A SPY at Paris. 

;: VOL. VII. 



LETTER L 
To Mchemet, an ExH'd Eunuch, at 



Alcair in Egypt. 




H Y" Sufierings piercp mf Heart t 
I owe tfiee Pity on the Score of 
human Niture ; and more Com' 
palTion as thou art a Mtt^tlimm : 
But Where's the Toi^ue or Pen 
lbat-«fi-dclcribe the Sjinpathyof 
Pricodij Canft thoa in a defpond- 
jte Manner caft thylelf upoa thf-Bed, thereto 
xhale, in melancholy Sighs, that pungent Sorrow, 
which can find no othtr Vent:« udcfs tnole Vapours 
of the Spleen condenfe to "Showers af Tears ! Cinll 
thou do this, and I remain inicnlible all the 
while } No .' I'm a pertcd Echo to thy faddeft 
Groans. And when thou weepeft, my Heart is not a 
Snnx^ that Jlpatteri back again the Drops that tall on 
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it J but 'tis like Clay, that fbftcns with the gentle, fb-» 
lemn Diftillation. Believe that I fweat Blood» when 
thou diflblv'ft in Tears. I am not capable of Mode.* 
ration toward my Friend. My Love, my Joy, my 
Grief and Anger are all exceiTive, when fuch a one 
as thou occafion'fl them. 'Tis equal Pleafure to live « 
or die in this magnetick Point : For Souls of Friends 
are pcrfeft Unifons, Then, if thou haft a Spark of 
Love for Mdhtnut, do not kill me with thy fad Com- 
plaints. For whilft I hear that thou art thus aban- 
doned to Misfortune and Defpalr, how can I live, 
without perpetual Deaths, more terrible than what we 
all muft undergo by the Courie of Nature ? Doft thou 
delight to make a conftant Martfr of me ? 

Thou art bred a Courtier, and fb was I * Cur In- 
fant-Blood was feafbn'd with the Grand Signicr's 
Bread and Salt j we equally imbib'd the Manners, Ha- 
bits, Cuftoms, Maxims, and the Pride of the Serail, 
with the Pillow, the Milk, Sorbets, and other Nou- 
riibment of our early Years. Since which, wc hav« 
ieen the varfous Revolutions of mighty Kingdoms, 
States, and Empires, We have beheld the invincible. 
Xmferor of China i^ a ViBim to the Perfidy of hi« 
staves, and to the more propitious Fortune of the 
Ijxrtars. After another Manner was the Glory of 
the Britijh Monarchy tc\\^£t^. But no Foreign Story 
can match the barbarous Maflacres of our Majeftick 
Sultans, Muftafha, Ofman, and Ibrahim, all within 
our Memory. 

Oh! Mehemet, we have liv'd too long after thefe 
Spoils of Bjoyal Blood. How can we repine at our 
own private Lofles and AfHidlions, whilft we do but 
iip the flat infipid Reli&s of thoie tragical, fprightly* 
Potions, brew'd for all the Palates of the grcateft 
Princes, Henceforth let us live, as if we were amone 
the Dead. Let us hear, and fee, feel, tafte and fmeii 
thefc outward Objefts en fajfant, without being' ien- 
fible what we do or fufifer. Let us anticipate, by a 
wife Prevention, the laft Stroice of Death, by dying 
every Moment. 

£ 4 ^^ 
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Go to thePyr/t/»i</f, my Mf^^;we/, or would to God 
I could go thither for thee -, there to contemplate the 
Fare of human Glory, the Mock Grandeur of this . 
World. Confider all tnc Rac» of the* Egyptian King^" 
who built thefe coftly and magnificent Striidliires", qx* , 
their "Fathers for 'cm : Who fill'd the hollow Piles ' 
with Silver, Gold, anJ precious Stones; whilfl:, wkh 
their Magick Laws, they lifted Legions of, Spirhf, 
dwelling in the Air, Fire, Earth, and Water, obliging 
them to guard the wealthy Sepulchres : And tell me. 
then, what thou canft find in thofe (upcrannuated 
Vaults ? Nothing but Stench and Darkheis. Old '. 
Time has filch'd away the {lighter Glories of 
the Place; and hii younger Brother Avfiricg Jia^ 
plundered ail the reft, which was the rriorc futftsin- * 
tial Part. He could have done no lefs in common - 
good Manners, than take the Leavings of the Heir, 
the Elder of the two. The great Al-maimun thought 
to have the Gleanings of their Harveft; but he found 
the Gain would never exceed the Coft. 

But what's become of all the Founders of thefe 
aftoniftiing Fabricks ? Look in the Tomb of CBeqps, 
who is fuppofed to build the grditeft of the Pyrftmidsi, 
and thou wilt fihd not the leaft Rclidl of his Aftjcss" 
Or if thou fliouldft, 'twill be impoflible to diftin- 
guiih them from the common Duft of other Mortals* 
tho* his meaneft Slaves : So mutable is human Glory ; 
£6 inconftant all the Smiles of Fortune. 

Do but reflect on all the Glorious Conquefts of 
Alexander the Great, and on the Triumphant Entry 
he made in Babylon^ when the Chariot'-^Hidx cairy'd ■ 
him, was an Bfttomeof all the Riches which the Indies 
cou'd afford ; and'yet that Chariot which he efteem'd ' 
but one Degree before his Hearfe, which in a very few 
Days, with an Obfcurity beneath the Merits of fo great 
a Viifor, convcy'd him to his Grave. 

Confider CaJot, who after four and twenty Battels, 
wherein he always got the Day, was drawn in a 
Triumphant Chariot to the Capitol by forty Elc- 
phants-j yet now his Name is hardly thought of. 

So 
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So EpammonJas thought to out-vye the World ia 
his mi^ificeut Infults; yet all this gloripus Pageati- 
try ended in Duft and Afhes. Aunlmn led the QrfUks 
Captive with Zenobia : yet he himfelf at lail became 
the Prifbner of Death. The pompous Galley of C/w- 
ft^fr^y when (he celebrated the Sicilian 'Briumfh^ 
ferv'd but to mend the Poop of Charon'^s Boat, whdi. 
the was to be ferry'd to ElixJum. So the proUd S^ 
fifkisy whole Goach was drawn by Four vahquiflsfd 
HSngSy at laft was £un to owe his uncouth Funeral to^ 
Four fordid Slaves, who dole his naked Carfyiaws^ 
from the defigned Revenge of fadlious Etmuch^y and 
bury'd it in a Heap of Camel's Dung. 

But where is the Pen or Pencil, that will to the 
Life defcribe the unmatched Cavalcade of Tmnup. 
when by a profperous Chymifiry he had extrafted all 
the richeft Spirits and ElTences ot Eaftcm Wealthy 
to grace his Entry into 'Runm i 

The Front of thePr^ctfj^dazled every ^Eye, wit& 
the ftrange Luflre of Diamonds and Carbuncles mixVt 
in chequer-wife : an Oriental Fiptte, oir rather the 
Subftanci of all Afia in Efif0m€. Then followed the: 
Image of the Crefcent Mow in maf]^ Gold, with 9 
Train of Mountains of the fame Metal, whertoik 
were Woods of Jet, Vines whofe Grapes were entu^ 
Sapphires, and Animals all of Prophyry, graa^uig <Aii 
Fields of verdant Amethyfls. 

To fandify this glorious Shew, the Golden Imager 
^ ^MfkiTy ISarsy and Pallas , came next in fight*, 
wiu thirty Crowns of Gold, bom up by the CSiief 
Captains of his Army, as if fb many Kingdoms were*, 
deugn'd for their Rewards. And becaufc Gods smd 
Goai$Jfes ihould not want a TemfU, Five hundred 
.Slaves bore up a Farte, built all of mafl^ Silver, wa(b> 
ed with Gold. And at the Back of^ this appeared 
the Statue of the Conqueror, on which no Eye 
could fix, being crufled OJirer with Hyacinths and 
Pearls. 

Behold, my Mehmet, an Exuberance of human 
Glory : Yet wonder not to fee a h/Lxa coipe after all^ 
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,a Mortal Man, I lay, made radiant as tlie Stm with 
borrowed Jewels. And to complcat this fading Tri- 
umphy TtaA thefe Letters, all pure Jafpers on his 
Chariot- Wheels: JbrmnM^ CafpudotU^ PitphUgmuSt 
ididis, CqUHs, SyrUt CiUcla^ MefrfctamU, FiwmciM, 
JPal^kte, ImHa, and the De/arts of jfrMs. All thele 
were the Conquefts of this Triumphant Warrior, and 
yet his D§/Hfi^ iniulted over him. Poor Pampeyy thou 
art gone, and all thj mighty Territories in the Eajf 
are now poileflbd by Stdfam Mahomety our glorious 
Sfiveriiign, 

And what need thee and I repine, after we hare 
feen all this ? Let AfdrmSal aftonifh CarthAg§ with 
the Glory of four Publick Triumphs : Yet that 
Theatre of his Honour quickly proves the Stagi 
whereon he was degraded, ftrip'd fbrk naked, and 
in Triumph led away l^ Deatli. So Marius^ after 
he had been exalted to the Top of human Felicity 
€>n Earth, was feen all naked, lying in a jftinking 
.Ditch, 

What is become of Nero's Silver Gallery in the Ca- 
pitol? Or the pendant Gardens of Semiramist which 
coft no leis than twenty Millions of Gold ? Where is 
«n#w the glittering Hall oi AtabalipMy King of PerUt 
rWhofe Pavement was of Saphkes f Or the Gardens 
.-of Cj/rusy fenced round with Pales of Gold ? Or 
Cdjar's Fountains garnifh'd with DryAtb of the fame 
Metal? Where is the Ivory Palace of MineUuis, or 
the Cryftal Louvre of Drufust All.thfcfc Things arc 
vanifh'd with their Founders. 

How wife and happy then was SalaMne, the great 
and mofb invincible Omqueror ofjifia, who triumph'd 
over himfelf } and in his vi6):orious Return, cau&d a 
Shirt to be carried before him on the Pmnt of a Spear, ' 
with this Proclamation j That after all his Ghriis, h9 
jhpuld carry nothing to the Grave hut that poor Start f So 
Adrian^^ Roman Emperor^ to qualify the ezceflive Joys 
of his high Fortune, celebratoi his own Funeral and 
caus'd his Coffin to be born before him, when he was 
to make a publick Cavalcade thj oughi(p;^#. This was 

a Sacred 
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a Sacred Triumph, an Heroick Itifult over hhnfelf 
and Death, 

Let thou and I, my Friend, imitate thefe fage Ex- 
amples, and ever have the Jma^e of Death h^ovtoos 
Ey;!s. Then we fhall never mourn for the vain Trifles 
we have loft, or covet what we never enjoy'd : But 
being ever content with what our Beftiny allots us^ 
fhall pafs our Time away in a Divine Tranquillity. 

Mfhtmety thou'lt find this to be a profitable aod- 
tmc Experiment. Try it, and the Iflue will con- 
vince tlK:e more than a thoufand G>uniellors. 

Paris, I %th of the fth Mamy 
cfthe Tear 1668. 



LETTER II. 

To Mohammed, the Illuftrkus Eremit 
of Mount Urkl in Arabia the Happy. 

I Lodge in a Houfe near the Wall of Farij, whiciv 
gives me a daily Opportunity of furveying out of 
my Window the adjacent Fields : Thcfe extend them- 
selves in a Plain for the Space of a League, or there- 
abouts ^ and then the Eye is arretted by a long Ridge 
of riiing Ground, a Row of Hills or HillocKS, not 
meriting the lofty Name of Mountains, yet high- 
enough to put a Valley out of iliape, and make the 
Horizm crump-back'd. 

Thefc Hills are cover'd thick with Woods and: 
Groves ,• among whofc verdant, fhady Tops, fbma 
■ftatdy ?alacer\\ft up their ^[littering Crefts, and make 
a (bciable pleafant Figure in thoie Solitudes. 

This Ptoipedt rcprefcnts £0 nracb to the Life the 

V^aXLtjoiAdmoim inArMay thePlaccof my Nativity, 

that I could as well grafp Coals of Fire with nakeii. 

Hands, and not be burnt, as caft my Eye out of my 

^IfindowontbisloTdyLandskip^ and notbeloflam'd 
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with fecret Paflioas for my. Native Soil, the Place 
where I firft drew the Vital Air. It is a pcrfeft Mag- 
net to my Spirit, wherefbever I am, attradling all my 
\^ilhes, Indmations, and Pefires. Methmks the 
Btiftem Winds at certain Hours waft to my ravifhed 
Ears the Whifpers of my Cotmtrymen, Methinks, 
ibmetimes, I fee the Faces oimy Kindredy and their 
Rural Tram i I hear their Voices, and converfe &- 
miliarly with them, as though they were present : 
iSuch is the Magick of ftrong Defire and Sy mpathyj 
it fteals the Soul away from itfelf, and with fwect 
Violence unites it to the beloved Objedi, tho* at ne- 
yer fo great a Diftance. Thus when my wandering 
Thoughts have taken up their Refidcnce for a while 
in that delicious Vale where I was born, a far more 
'powerful Magnet draws 'em to thy Owrp, Myftcriouf 
Solitary, Mirror of Virtues, Exemplary Guide of 
iuch as con(ecrate themselves to God. 

Glory to Him that was before All Time, the Fa* 
' ibef (f Eternal Ages, He clianges not, yet is the 
Source of indefatigable , and unwearied Revolutions. 
he is the onry independent, true, and felf-exiftcnt 
- JSeingi the uncreated EfTencc from whom all other 
Beings derive their Origm and Confcrvation. He 
is the Trop and Baps ot the Univerfe, He is but 
Onoy the Primitive Unity, and cannot be , divided 
into Fradiions : Yet every Species and Individual 
Being in the World participates a Share of his jDivi- 
nity: Immortal Praifts exhale from all Creature^ 
and afcend like Clouds of Incenie before the Jhrene 
of his Adorable Majejiy, Vr like Vapours which the 
gratefiil Earth returns in a hot Summer's Day, by 
way of Acknowledgement for the Benefits perpetu- 
ally flowing on her from the Sun. So all the Ele- 
ments refpire their Thapks to Bdm that made- them* 
The Firmament expands itfelf, and ttows' down to 
the Brims pf this low Globe j Sun, Moon, and Stars 
do ftoop and kifs the Fk)or o'th* Earth, in Token of 
profound' Humility and bcvotion to the Immortal 
Source of Light.. Qply ungrat«ful Mqpi repays the Boim- 
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ty of the OnmipoHnt with Ncgledls, Contempts, 
Ai£ronts and Blalphemies. I mean the general Part 
of Human Race s excepting always from this Charge 
the Juft, the Innocent and Pious : were it not for 
iiich as theie, the Divine Patience would be tir'd 
with the continual Profanations of vain Mortals. 

Oh ! Venerable Svlvan, thou art the only pacifick 
J^i^im of this frntul Age. Thy conftant Self-denials, 
Mortifications, Abftincnces, and the whole Sydem oi 
thy accomplifh'd San<aity, ftop the Wrath of Hea- 
njen from falling in lar^e Catarad^s on Mankind : 
When the Eternal Eye beholds thy Virtues, it drops 
down Tears of Love and Mercy on the Earth, glad 
that a Son of AdAm yet furvives, not ftain'd virith 
Vice. Thou art the eftei^ual Propitiation for the lin- 
ful- World. When Sprms and Tempefts of impetu- 
ous Winds» when Lightning, Thunder, . Hail or 
Rain difhirb the Air, or Earthquakes menace more 
c£fe^ual Tragedies to the Earth, I think of thee, 
the Favourite of Heaven, and then rcpofe in full 
Security: Thy very Idea, is my Shelter from ail 
Evils : I fbroud myielf under the Shade of thy in- 
violated Bear J, over which the Rax^r never pafs'd. 
I take Sandluary in the UmbreUa of thy Arms, when 
ftretch'd in fervent Qraifims : Thy Remembrance is 
my certain Refuge in Calamity. 

I am impregnated with Sacred Emulations of thy 
Virtue $ I burn with fervent, pafTionate Ds^Ures to be- 
come thy Difcifle: I languiih to withdraw myfelf 
from this vain Worki, and from the contagious So- 
ciety of Mortals. How happy is the Life that is led in 
quiet Solitude ? Where the Sotd can feel herfelfj and 
being awaken'd to a Senfe of her Immortal Strength, 
routes and vigorously (hakes off the heavy Clogs of 
Sleep and Death : Whilft the Divine AgUuns gently 
lircathing on the InteUe^ and fanning the oppredcd 
Sparks of Realbn, which lay Imothering under a 
Heap of Errors, Lufb, AfFedlions, and unlimited 
Deiires, kindles the Mind into a perfed): Flame of 
Light, whioh iooa confunies the RubUih of bodily 
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Pleafures, diflTjpates the Smoke and Mi(b of {raorper'd 
FlcHi and Blood, and then a Man becomes- sQl radiant 
within, (hining with unclouded Splendors. 

We Mortals feem to be rank'd in a MiddU iStdte, 
between the Separate Spirits and Beafts : Our Virtues 
make us like the frrmer,QMv Vices Wkc the latter. For 
when a Man has^ quite fubdued his Appetites^ and 
Reaibn fits Triumphant in her Throne, he is like 
an Angel, living above the Race of his Mortality. 
He does not,^ with the Stagyrite, place Virtt^ in a 
Medittm, or rank the Excefs of Goidnefs in the Fre^ 
dicament of Vice 5 but makes dire£^ and iwift Advan- 
ces to the Zenkh of Heroick Gcnerodty, fcornmg to 
halt or make lame munsprel Capitulations with him- 
fclf, as if he were afraid of being- too eood. 

I would ask a Peripatetick, whether it be a Virtue 
or a Vice, in him that ftomaching the enormous Vil- 
laaies of wicked Men, boils up with an exceflive ve» 
hement Anger ? Or whether a Man can err in loving 
God too much, or in conceiving too violent a Sor- 
row for his paft Offences, or who can- be too 
thankful for the Favours of Hettven f no ! the fitr- 
ther Diftance Virtue keeps from this cold, earthif 
Mediocrity, the brighter is its Splendor. And £0 on 
the other Side, the greater is the Barbarifm, Bru- 
tality and infernal Stamp of Via, by how much 
more remote it is from this Ind'^jererue. In a word. 
Virtue^ and Vice are two contrary Extremes: So Piety 
is diametrically oppoiite to Frophanenefs i Intempe^ 
ranee to SoSriety -, Fortitude to Cowardice j IncM^ 
tinence to Chaftity \ Avarice to Bounty y Modefy 
to Impudence i Fride to Humility, Enmity to Friend" ; 
Jhipy b^c. 

Now the Mediums between thcCe Extremes, arei^- 
focrijjf between Vh'tue and Vice; Superftkicn between 
Fiety and Frophanenefs i Bafhfidnefs between Mod^ 
and Impudence^ and fb of the red. 

Yet afer all, 'tis xieceflary to obferve a Medium in 
thofe Things which pertain to mortal Life, and to the 
Perpetuatkn x)f Mankind : Such are Mc9Xh Drinks, 

Na^al 
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Natural Paflions of the Body and Mind, proceeding 
from the alternate Senfe ot Pleafure and Pain. So 
vrhsti we are prefs'd with Hunger and Thirft, we 
ought not prefently ta covet the plentiful Tables and 
iiiperfluous Banquets of the Gre4/j but rather fucha 
Diet, as being eafily prepared, mav iatisfy the Cra- 
vings of our Nature, without nauieating and giving 
us a Surfeit. To this End, the Divine Trovidence 
has fcatter'd up and down the Surface of this Globe, 
an infinite Variety of Roots, Herbs, Fruits, SccdiSt 
with ail Sorts of Com and Pulfe. The Cattle a£R)rd 
us Plenty of Milk 5 the Bees are no Niggards of 
their Honey; the Fountains, Rivers, an^ Lakes 
abound with ever fpringing frefh Supolies of fweet 
rcfrefhing Water. We aS> have the Uic of Salt, Oyl, 
Wine, and other exhilerating Beverages j that being 
content with £0 many Benefits and Enjoyments, wc 
might prolong our Lives in this World by Sobriety, 
as in a moft pleafant Garden or TaraMfe of Health. 

But, alas! inflead of gratefully acknowledging the 
Bounty of Heaven, and pregnant Fertility of the 
Earth j inftcad of fitting mannerly down at the Table, 
yfhichGod has fpread and cover'd for us with j(iich a 
Train of FefHval Dainties, we break the Rules of 
Hofpitalityj and rulhing violently on the Creatures 
under his Protection, we kill and flay at Pleafure, 
turning the Banquet to a cruel ^Maflacre ; being 
transformed into a Temper wholly Brutal and Vo- 
racious, we glut ourfelves with Flefh and Blood of 
flaughter'd jfnimaU* Oh! happy he that can con- 
tent himfclf with Herbs, and other genuine Pro- 
dudis of the Earth 5 that fleeps as well in a fblitary 
Cave, upon a Bed of Mofs or Leaves, as in a Palace 
ion a Couch of Down. He never wants, becaufe he 
never defires what is not in his Power. He is not 
burden'd with a Crowd of Servants and flattering; 
Retainers} nor his Repofe difhirb'd with early and 
late Addrefles of pretended Friends, officious Syco- 
phants, importunate Petitiox»;r$4 a&d other fretting 
SufinciS of the World. "^ ' ' 



88 Letters writ by Vol. VII. 

Why fhould I longer then demur or .hefime? 
What hinders me from presently embracing a Courfe 
of Life, that promiiesiio much Happinefs ? A Diir 
cipline that will at once free me trom a Thoufand 
Tyrannies of Imperious Lulls, and HoUile Padions? 
I fliall then have no need of Money, or the Help of 
crofs-grain'd Servants. I ihali not want a Multitude 
of Goods, the needlefs Pageantry ot fupcrfluous Or- 
naments, to make a dazzling Figure, and draw the 
Eyes of People to a Reverend Admiration. I (hall 
be free from lottifh Drowfincls, and turbulent Dreams. 
My Lungs will in my Sleep refpire the Air with 
Eafe: Whilft gentle Slumbers, mix*d with happy 
Vifions, (hall tranfport my Soul to unknown Worlds* 
Ko Fevers, Gouts or Dyfcnterics fliall invade my 
Health, nor magifterial Menaces of Empiricks hi- 
fpeak my certain Death, unlefs I will patiently fubmit 
to all the needleis Tortures they are contriving for 
me, and tamely fwallow down their new- invented 
Potions, and be rack'd to Death in Hopes of Eafe 
and Life. From all which horrid Circumftances, a 
{lender innocent Diet, not ilain'd with Blood of any 
Animal, will let me free. 

Holy Iremhe, the Idea I have of this Manner of 
Life, makes a profound and durable Impreilion on 
my Soul. I am raviihed with the Sentiments of Flat9 
and fythagorasy and refolutely bent to undergo the 
Difcipline of their Philofophy. I will firft endeavour 
to rid myfclf of vain Affed:ions, Habits, and pro- 
phane Negotiations of the Earth : I'll gradually die 
to all Concuplfcence and bodily Pleamre, that (• 
I may by equal Steps revive to the Contemplation of 
Celeftial Things. Then being free from every Spot 
and Stain contraded in the Days of my Security and 
Carelefnefs, mv Thoughts and Works will be ac- 
ceptable to Gody who in return, will certainly infb^e 
into my defxcate Mind a fecret Virtue, the Magick 
of this Vifible World j which purifying my Soul yet 
farther, will prepare it for the lafl and higheft Gifi 
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of the Eternal Bounty to Our Race whilll in this 
Life J to wit, a Power of dping Supernatural Things, 
and of Foretelling Events to come. 

Do thou but pray it may be fo, ami all the Powers 
of Hell can never prevail agaiuft me i For thou halt 
the Ear of the Omnipotent. 

P^^ris, id tf th§ ^tb Mom^ 
cf the Tear 1668. 



m» 



LETTER m. 

Jo Hamet Reis EfFendi, Principal Se- 
*. cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

I 

IN dus Time of Wars with NAZMrmes^ when the, 
Ottoman Fury is rouz'd and provqk'd by InfideU v 
i; will -not be* amifi to -expoie the Nakednefs of 
BurtifeXo.t^ Su{rmeDiv09^ which is on Earth thc^ 
doie Committee oif the Court above. - 

I chufe to addrefs my Letter to -thee, in Compli- 
ance with my former Orders, wherein thou fcenicdft 
pafTion^tely deiirous to know the preient State o£J 
Chriflmdom* God give thee a perpetual Serenity,, 
Scriie q£ the Scribes: May'ft thou never be troubled 
with a ruiming Eye, a (baking Hand, or the Tooth- 
acla^ As for me> I'm a perfc^ Magaaine of Dif^ 
eafes, a walking Hofpiral, the School oi Mfculafius 
where the neceflary God has Scope to vent his Skill 
on all the various Kinds of Maladies, which af&iA 
our mortal Race : Gouts, Fevers, Cramps, and 
horrid Dyfenteries, arc as common with me as my. 
daily Diet. 

However, amidft all thefe AfEid^ions, I fcrve the 
Grand Signior and my Friends with a cordial Miacx\t>j'> 
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never grudgtog to facrifice my Eafe and Health to 
the Intereft of True Believfrs, 

The Face of Eur of 9 Is much chang*d fincc the De- 
cline of the Roman Ef^fire^ and the Uiurpations of 
the Popes. That once .mighty Monarehf is now 
(hninlc into a very narrow Compafi> being (hut u(> 
within the Confines of Germany, which formerly 
was but a Province of the Ancient Emfire* All 
Italy is revolted. So are the Stptffes, and the Vniied 
States of the Low-Countries, The Hans'-Tnms, 
lyhich in Time paft paid Homage to the EmperoTj 
have now fliakcn ofi: the Yoke, and arc become 
Independent Commcrtwealths.. . Tranfylvania plays faft 
and loole with him, according as their Intereft 
requires. Livonia laughs at his Menaces, as appears 
by the Anfwer they fcnt to Charles V. when he 
demanded their SubmifTions, and that they would 
return to their Native Allegiance, bthcrwifc thrcat- 
ning them with Fire and Sword. For all the Reply 
they made, was, That they knew the Emperor's 
Horie would be founder'd,' before be could reach thfl 
Frontiers of their Country. 

'Tis a general Obicrvatio'n, that fince the TLeiiB' 
of KoJolph 1. above Two ttundred h'tnapalmes and 
States have fall^ off from the Empire. And thofc. 
that yet continue in their Obedience, I mean the 
EleSloral Vrinces, claim fo many Privileges, ftand fo 
much upon PunlHlio's and Prerogatives, that there re- 
mains now little more of the Imperia^l Majcfly and 
Power, fave the bare Title and outward Pomp. It 
is remarkable. That within tliefc Three Hundred 
Years, no lefs than Nine German Emperors have been 
murdcr'd, and many more have been depos'd and 
banifh'd. To fum up all in a few Words: If we for- 
vey the prefent State of the German Empire accurate- 
ly, if we pry narrowly into its true Circumflances, 
we fhall find, that alter all the Clatter of his noify 
Titles, the Emperor can call nothing properly his 
6wn, but his HereMtary Efiate in AHfiria^ which is 
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hardly equivalent to the Territories of ibme Lords 
whom he calls his Vaffalt, 

The Germans in general ut a rude, unpolifh'd 
People j greedy of Novelties, inconflant, rafh, per- 
fidious, and very phlegmatick} much addicted to 
unnatural Lufb, and inceftuous Copulations. It is 
recorded of BsrSara the Emprcfs, Wife to S'lgifmund 
another MejfrUna, that after ncr Husband's Death, 
her C<mfellir advifing her to reform her Manners, 
and live more chaftly, like the Turtle -, (\\c aniwcr'd, 
if I mufi imitMi the Life of Birdsy why not ef /» Sparroii^, 
MS well as a Turtle f Her Brother Frederick was much 
iiich another : For at Ninety Years of Age he mur- 
dered his Wife for the Sake of a Strumpet. And 
being adviied to repent, and think of his Grave; 
he faid, / am now ftudying my Epitafh, which IdeJ-gn 
fisall bf comfriMd in thefe Words : 



77)is is my Way to Helly I know not 
what T (hall find there : IFbat J 
have left behind me^ I know. I 
abounded in all'DelightSy whereof 
I carry nothing with me : Neither 
my dainty Meats ^ or pie af ant Wines ^ 
or whatfoever my injatiable huxu^ 
ry exhaujled. 

VrunkeniMfs is faid to be the Original Sin of Ger- 
m»nyy from whence it {pread itfelf mto other Coun* 
tries. They give this Ciuu:a6to of a Germany " That 
** he is an Animal which drinks more than he can 
" carry: A Tun that contains mote tVv^ti Vi't c^sv «.- 
** prds." They tell a Story of ¥o\]kX o^S*xom»^V^i 



«;. 
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Sit one Sitting drank as many Healths as they could 
make up Years amongft them, which amounted to 
Tliree Hundred. And 'tis recorded of a certain 
German County that he ufed to make his Childreii, 
whilH yet Infents, drink iuftily, to prove -whether 
they were of his own begetting or no : For if 
they grew fick after it, he prefentiy concluded 
them to be Badardsj but if they could bear the 
Debauch well, he cheriflied them as his own true 
Offspring. In a word, thou mayed have the fame 
Idea of Uic Germans at this -Day, as Sofyman the Mag- 
nificent had in his Time, who uled to fay, " I flight 
«' the Germans above all other People of Etirofe^ 
*.* bccaufc they are always at Difcord among them* 
«* felvcs, nor can they ever be united any more 
" than my Fingers and Toes. They cannot endure 
" Labour, and are the exceiTiveft Gluttons and 
" Drunkards in the World: Th?y always maintain 
" a Regiment of Whores in their Camp. Their 
<< Generals take more Pride in their Feathers^ than 
*• in their Military Arms^ 

In a word, the German is ib over-run with all 
Kinds of Vice, that he wants nothing to make him 
a compleat Devil, but only a little Tinfture of the 
Italian Qualities, according to the Vroverh, TtiJefia 
Jtaliattato e un Diabglo Incarnato \ A German Italic 
niz*dy is a Devil Incarnate, 

'T'\s certain, the French have fb weaken*d.*cm on. 
one Hand, .and the Swedes on the other 5 that confl* 
dcring the frequent Troubles they meet with from 
the Hungarians, Bohemians, and other Tributary Na- 
tions, belides the Inteftine Feuds of the Ele^oral 
Frinces j we need not fear the blunted Talons of the 
Eagle, which are fcarce flrong enough to fupport 
her tottering State, or prop her from falling into 
Ruin : So for is (he from being able to o£R?nd her 
Neighbours, that (he never makes War her Choice* 
or takes the Field but by Compullion in her own 
Defence. 
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• 

lUudrious Humety I pray God infpirc the Vi<5loriou$ 
Ofmans with Proph^ick Courage and Relblution, 
and the final Cooqueft of Gtrmnny will fbon be tha 
Pri^ of Trfie Believers; 

Paris, fth of the i oth Mom, 
of the rear 1668. 



L E T T E R IV. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 

Vienna. 



THE Friend [Jiip that has been contradlcd be- 
tween thep and nic, evcr.lince it was thy 
Fortune tp ierve the Grand Signior in that Station, 
obliges us both to mutual Sincerity. Besides, the 
Duty and Allegiance we owe our Sovereign, requires 
Plain-dealing between us. \Vc ought to fliun Flat- 
teiy as the Bane of all friendly Engagements, the 
Peft of the Courts of Princes, and the General Con- 
tagion which infedts chiefly the moft Effeminate 
Part of Mankind. Such as are tjieie Wifiem Na- 
XAreneSi whp abound in a Thoufand little Complai- 
iances and faUe Civilities : Thus fufiering their 
own Integrity- to be corrupted, their Virtue and 
Faftnefs of Spirit to be furprized and debauched j 
whild their Friends, by thcie Means, not fcldom 
run on Precipices, and fall into inevitable Ruin. 
In a word, they betray one another and themiclves, 
out of pretended good .Nature, 

•By wl^at I have £iid, tliou wilt comprehend, that 
I do Yxot reprove thee out. of Spite, Envy, Malice, 
or an aflfcdkcd Gravity > -when I tell thee, that you 
took wrong Meaiurecb ia endeavouring to fet the 
^mperor*s Palace on Firci or to i{QUiQfa^^m.^V>a 
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Dinner. I told thee once before, that thefc prepoftc- 
rous Methods will never take Effect. Befides, they 
will do the GrAnd Signior no Service. 

Though thou art Icemingly engaged in theCaufc. 
of the Malcontent Sy remember that thy Buiiaefi 
is different from theirs. What fignifies it to thee, 
whether the Hungarians have their Liberties, 
Rights and Privileges granted them, or no ? Or 
Walt Reafbn haft thou to efpouie the Intereft of the 
Evangelicksy rather than that of the Catholicks, any 
farther than as an Umbrage to cover the greater 
Defigns thou haft in Hand, as an Agent Incognito 
for the Grand Sigmor* Let the fejuits purfiie their 
own Game, and the Vroteftants theirs : Stand thou 
Neuter in the main, and rather endeavour io 
keep both Parties in a Counterpoize, than to turn 
the Scales for either. For the Sultan will gain by 
the Divifions of the Nazarenesy let the Cafe go 
how it will between themfclves. Befides, there 
are Catholicks engaged in the FaSion, as well as 
"Fr etc ft ants. 'Tis Tat her a Civil Quarrel, than a 
Reiigipus one. The Nobles and Gentry of Hungaria 
and JVanfylvama are concerned for their Eftates, 
more than for their Churches. They fee the Im- 
perial Court wants Money, and it is a Crime for 
an Hungarian to be Rich. Thofe that have the 
Sufremt Power in thefe Cafes, will find Reafbn 
enough to condenm a wealthy Lord, whether he be 
guilty or not. 

Tis this puts them upon caballing and entring 
intoCorfederaciesy that fb they may confult the Means 
of their own Safety, and be H> a Pofture to defeijd 
themfelves. 

I perceive the Count de Serini has made another 
Addrefs for the Governmeniof Carolftadty and been 
repulfed 5 fofeph Earl of Habtrfteiny and Knight of 
Maltha, being appointed to fuccecd the Count d* 
Averfferg in that H6nour. Which is an evident Sign, 
that the Emperor has no good Opinion of Sertni, 
jDotwithflanding all his forxner good Services. And 



Vol. yiL a Spy ^/ P a r i s. 95 

this is enough to alienate a Man of his great Cou- 
rage and Merit. 

Count Fr/ingipani alfb h^s his particular Di {con- 
tents: So has Tatembachy with many other potent 
L^rds of Hungary and Croatia, Indeed, the whole 
Body of thoie Nations are disobliged and almod 
wearied out with the continual OpprefHons of the 
Germans, 

Nathan, thou wilt find it no hard Matter to bring 
*em to a Neceflity of putting thcmfelves under the 
Grand Sigmor's Prote^ion : 'Tis thy Part to cheriih 
their -Dii'cfontents. As for the Imperial Court, thou 
may'ft perceive they are rcfolv'd to mortify thefc 
People, and to take from them all Opportunities 
and the very Capacity of rebelling, by not fuflPering 
the Natives of Hungary and Croatia to poUcfs any 
Office of Command.- 

Every Painty purfues its own Intereft, and fb muft 
w^e ours. Self-Prefcrvation is the Root of all mu- 
tual Society and Juflice. Take caie ot thyfclf, thy 
Friends, and the Caufe thou art engaged in, and 
then thou needeft not fear any Qualms oi^ Confcience* 
In fine, 1 counfel thee to put in Pradiice the Ad- 
vice of one of thy own liaM% j^ejus Ben Syrach^ 
JSe not over-juft, 

Paris, i^th of the i ith MooUy 
of the Tear 1 66d^. 




\^\rt^ 
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LETTER V. 

T^o Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Mafier 
of the Grand SigniorV Cufioms at 
Conflantinople. . 



PReparc thyftlf for fiitprizing News, and receive 
it with a Moderation becoming a Man. Omcoih 
miche our Mother is dead. One and the £une Night 
lodg'd her in the Apartments of H/men, and the 
Chambers of Death. Before the Days of the Nttftial 
Solemnities were over, the moumliil Rites of her 
Fsmeral commciK*d : She made but one Rentore 
from her Marriage^Bed to* the Grave. " 

If thou wondereft, that a Woman of her Age, 
being Seventy Five Years' old, -and having already had 
Two Husbands, (hoold marry a Third j Know, that 
it was not Dotage, but Diicretion, which prompted 
her to take this Courfc. The Integrity, WiClom, 
and prudent Condudt of Eliachim the ^^, had 
charm'd her Aftcftions long ago, and improved her 
Acquaintance with him into a ftrif^ and virtuous 
Fricmd(hip. As a Mother, Ihe ow*d him Refpe^^ and 
Love for his conftant Fidelity to me : And on her 
own Account, (he could not but entertain Senti- 
ments of Eflecm and Gratitude for a Man, who had 
been Co nicely careful ta preserve her Perfbn and 
Honour from Injury and Violence, ever lince (he 
came to Paris. -:For he alone, among the many 
Myriads of Peopte inhabiting this Cm, was the 
only Confident both of her Secrets and mine. In 
a word, thefe Regards, with fome others of Piety, 
7^eal and good Nature, made her willing to become 
Ills Wife, who in all Things had performed the Part 
of A Friend, and a Perfon of Honour, 
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Befides all this, it was really her Intereft thus to> 
diipoie of her latter Days in a Foreign Cottnify, where 
ihe knew no body but Eliachim and me. As for me, 
fhe confidered that my Life was hot only iubjcd; to 
the fame Cafiialties with other Mortals, and that I 
might be {hatched away by a Thoufand Deaths y buc 
that my Station here was rery precarious, and I 
might be fuddeoly recalled by my Suteriars to Cm- , 
ftsntincple, or at leaft be removed to iome other Pofi 
whither ihe could not accompany, me, being inca-.- 
pable of bearing, at thcfe Years, the Hardfhips and 
Fatigues of Travel:, That ^fter my Departure, fhc 
fhould be negledled, contemned, and abandone4 b/ 
ally but tho£ who would defire her Death for the 
&kc of her Money and Jewels. 

Ii^th^ Circumftances, to remain a Widow, pro-* 
fefling the Faith of MM^omett and bctieving the jiU 
ccran, in a liegim and C/zy (warming witn Infidels^ 
would have been but .an uncomfortable as well as 4^ 
dangerous Condition* therefore havings had Kxpiguiu 
rienc&qf Fliachim*s Virtue, and 'incorrupt M^p^rs, 
he alio making Addreiles'of Love to her, and givmg 
her Encouragement to hope that he would become 
a Mmffklmsn, ihe yielded at laft to the Thoughts of 
taking him for her Husband, and they wcriB marric(Ji<, 
on the 7 th ofthisM(7#», in a ^nvaze Synagofue o^tfy: I 
yr»s: For they are iiDt'allow'd a Vubiick one in this ' 
Gny, as they are in rtiany other Cities of Eurofe, . ' 

•My Mother /appeared neither too deicdledJy fad, 
nor profiifely merry ,-during the. Nuptial Feaft. But ■ 
comporting herfcit- with a chearful Rcfcrvcdncis, 
foemed to have her Thoughts rather fixed on Ibme- 
thing elfe, than the vain Ceremonies, Noi(e, and' 
Mirth of the Company. It looks as if her Prophe- 
ticW Soul was {cnlible of its approaching Releafe : , 
For, to \:e brief, ihe was ibuad dead in her Scd next 
Morning. . i 

'Brother, il^e :is now in her Sepulchre, at rcfl: from 
all the Toils of Human' Lite. Let not this News ailcCc 
thee with- fruitless Mdancholy« imco Dcaa;^ '\^ v\!«v . 
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cofQQH^o Fate of all Mortals. Ratber advance the 
Bliiis of our deceafed Parent, with devout Ornifims 
for her Soul i retnemhring that ere long we fhall 
be in the fame Condition. For tho' M^ like a 
Moth, be pafTiODatelj enamoured with the Light of 
this World : tho* he flutter and dance about it for a 
while, basking in the Splendor and Warmth of his 
good Fortune, yet at loQgth he is confuni^d bj the 
Very Flame which gave him Nourifhrnent, and &Us 
zVi^m to his own Pleaiure. 

« 

.Paris, tb$ ^th tf the ift Mom, 



LETTER VI. 

TCo HaiaGiet^ RcisEfFeadi, Principal Se^ 
' creiary of the Ottoman Empire. 

I Sent thee a Letter £>me Days agO' wi^eio I 
expofed the general NakedneTs, fmbediky, and 
languifhing State of the Germfm Empire in tlus Age. 
My DiJpMth abounded with Ghari6^er$ of. their 
Vices : . It has defcribed eza£kly the prefent £clip& 
of ancient Ji^/wriM: Majefty, Power and Strength, 
the Revolt. of mtJiy JPrmdpAUtigs ao^ Statej^ the 
Feuds and Diicord of thoie that yet remain in 
Obedience, and pay a feeming Homage to Cd/kri 
with many other Things, whicl) being well coq» 
fider'd, may for the future pevent, or at leafl dW 
mini(b that Conftematioo and panic k Terror, whicn 
ufes to &ize the Hearts of Mmj/tdpuinsj when we 
arc in fVar with the Emferor. 

. Now, as a £u:ther Incentive and Encouragement 
to take up Arms againft the Infidels ^ as a Spur to' 
rartaia Vi&icy .and Conqucft» I will ipaio^k the 
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Treaflires of the Country, without taking Notice 
of the Inhabitants. And lince nothing more excites 
the Refblution and Valour of military Men, than 
the Hopes of Plunder, and pading away a Cam-» 
paign in Plenty of all neccflary Comforts ^ I will 
gfve thee a true Account of the natural Dowry of 
thefe Regions, the Riches of the Soil, and the 
Wealth, which Commerce with other Nations, to- 
gether with the Spoils of former Wars, the Induftry 
of the People, and the Benevolence of Fortune have 
added to their Store. 

Germany abounds in Generous Wines, and thofe 
more lading than any other in Eurofe, The Bhenijh 
Wines will keep above Fifty Years. The Wines of 
the Necker are wholeibmc, and clear as Water from 
the Rock : Thole of Franconia are firong and opera- 
tive } the AuJIrian Grape is iweet and lufcious. Se- 
veral Roman Emperors have preferred the Fruits of -the 
Cerman Vintage to thole of Itafy and Greece* And 
fiicli is the fuperabundant Plenty of Vineyards, that 
at: a Place cdled SnagarJ, there is a Frovir6 current^ 
that They have more Wine than Water, If our yam-* 
xjiries knew this, they would be for an Expedition 
into Germany: Nay they temper their Mortar with 
Wine in fbme Places, and flack their Lime with it. 

They have Strong Beverages alio made of Barley, 
Wheat, and other Grain, which the^ tranfbort 
firom Brunfmeky Breflaw^ Delfhy DantX4ck, Ltdeck^ 
nd other Places, to moft Countries in the North 
and f^ of Europe. They likewiie make a Sort of 
Wine of Honey, as ftrong and fweet as the Wine of 
Canth, 

Tnere is Abundance of Frankincenfe and Myrrh 
in Moravia, of SafiGron in Auftria, of Licorice tx| 
franconia, oi Madder for Dyers in Silefiat of Amber, 
in Thuringia. 

There are innumerable Orchards full of all dc<» 
ledable Fruits j the Fields (land thick with Corn» 
the Paftures are throng'd with Cattle« 2^ xVt.^ V^h^ ^ 
a Bmd of c£ic iiouteit Horfes in xbA ^oc\dL. ^>cl«1 
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have Timbei: enough to fcrvc all the Nations in 
the World for Shipping. But that which is moft 
inviting, is the Varietv of Mines "of Gold, Silver, 
Copper, Lead, Tin and Iron. Before America was 
discovered, Germany was the "Btru and "Botop of all 
Eurofe, They have alfo Plenty of Marble as bright 
as Cryftal. 

Belides their native and Domeftick Riches, they 
have mightily improved their Stock by Foreign 
Commerce j exchanging their Superfluities for 
Things more precious, and of greater Value ; 
Which in a conftant Courfc of Bartering, brings ' 
into the German Coffers many Hundred Millions of . 
Crowns in a Year. In a Word, their Cities arc fb 
rich, that when they have been pillaged by an 
Enemy, the Booty of^ one City has been valued at 
Two Millions of Crowns in ready Money, belides 
Plate and Jewels. The common Soldiers have made 
Hilts for their Swords and Daggers of Gold and Sil- 
ver j nay, fomc would' make their very Helmets of 
the fame Metals. Publick Gaming TaUcs have been 
ict up in the Streets, and it has been comoion for 
a private Trooper to win or lofc Five or Ten Thoii- 
land Crowns at a Time ; This would be rare Sport 
tor our Janizaries and Stahi's, 

1 tell thee, Serene Mmtfter, confidering the Im- 
irocnfe Wealth of Germany, and the Degeneracy of 
ts Inhabitants, Trovidence fccms to inVite onr Arms 
^o make a Conqueft of thofc fertile Re^ons, and 
*ake from the Uncircumcifed the Goods which fiirfcit 
them. They abufc the Gifts of Nature and Fortune, 
by employing them to the Ends of Vice; whereas 
the True Believersy were they once poflefs'd of them, 
would turn them to virtuous Purpofes, the publiCk 
Advantage, thelncrraic of the Imfire, Glory of God 
and Propagation of the Taith Vndrml^^y^ 

• Parif, ixth ef the ^h M9my ^^}- ''■':'*• i 
cf the Ttar i66q. W^-r " ' 
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LETTER VII. 

5> Hebatolla, Mir Argun, Superior 
of the Convent of Derviches at Cogai 
in Natolia. 



'^•TpWas with a fpccifick kind of Joy not eafy to 

- jL "be dcfin*d, that I received thy venerable Dif- 

Patch. 1 perus'd the welcome Orders therein con- 

• tained with • a Delight not in the leafl inferior to 
his, who being abandoned to Diilrcfs and miferablc 
"Poverty, has by good Luck difcovered a hidden 
Wealthy Trcaliirc : For fb my Spirit is ravidied, 

•to find in this degenerate A^c, a rich Rclerve of 
Piety and Devotion to the ancient Prophets of Gor>. 
" I*m gkid to hear the Charader o^John the Bapift, ' 
which I lent thee formerly, was Co well accepted 
by thte, and all the Religious under thy Charge, 
that thou vouch&feft only to accufc the ShortfcA 9f 
the Relation, deliring a more particular Account of 
thzt FrophH*s Manner of living, elpecially of his Ai^- 
-flihence, and what may be the mofl: proper Inter- 

• pretation of the Grecian Word dKelJki, mentioned 
In the Hiftory of his Life. 

• Praife be to Gqd, who ha« infpired thee with this 
critical Regard to one of his moft H&ly Mejfengers. I 
revere thy learned Soul, and that accomplifh'd In- 
te\\e€t which is ever bufy, prying into weighty and 
important Matters. I honour thy impartial Mind, 
■which fcniples not to pay th* Attach that is due to a 
Saint, tko* of tKe ChriJHan KalenJar. If we (hould 
reject air. that the followers of Jefus do, we ihould 
neither Faft, Pray, give Alms, or perform any other 
good Works. Therefore in this, thou art an Ex- 
emplary Pattern to the rigid, fii^tt^Vdcwi^ ^"tx. ^^. 

F 3 MHj^ulmwa 
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Mujfulman Fanaticks, who bear an endleis Grudge 
agamfl all thofe that are not of their narrow Faith, 
and dark Opinion. 

Glory be to God, with whom the WORD was 
prefent from the Dawning of EferfiAl Light, before the 
Idormng of his Works had peep'd o^er the Mountains 
of the antient Chavs, or penetrated the dark Abyfs 
and mifty Vale of Nothing, and painted thp Tops of 
the Creation, the hishefl Ranks of SangSy with 
Splendors of the early Day. Before the Sun had 
drank the immortal Halo in, and fpong'd up all the 
vifible Beams, to fqueeze them out again upoa t\^ 
Moon and Stars, and on the lower World, ^hat 
"WORD remains for ever, and at a determined Hoiw 
became incarnate, in the Perlbn o'tj^as xhs. Son of 
Mary, as the Holy Mcoran informs us. 

In thofe Days John the Bapifi went mto the 
Wildcmefs, and preached Repentance tp thc^fw/, 
foretelling the near Approach of the Mtffia^, The 
tiered lUro made a Cave his Reiidence \ and at 
£r(l, to wean his Body from all Softncfs, he wore 
41 Vcft or Shirt of Camel's Hair, which was gjit 
about him with a Belt made of that painful and 
religious Creatures Skin, to put him in mind, that 
jic was born for holy Labours, Toils, and Morr 
tifications. He had no Table fpread with fair 
fetch'd coflly Dainties ; no Difhes cramm'd with 
bloody and large Inventories of Birds, four-footed 
Beaftsj.and Fiib. His Diet was iimple, cheap, apid 
innocent, cafy to be got in every A^ood or Field, 
without the Detriment of his Fellovv-Animals. For 
he either contented himfdt with a Repaft on Honey» 
which he found in hollow Trees ,• or on a kind 
of Manna, a fweet Dew falling on their Leaves, and 
there condcns*d by heavenly Influence j oj: .dfe ifc 
was a kind of lulcious Moiflure, whifch- he ^ckpd 
from certain Plants, perhaps not niuch unlike our 
Sugar cane;. For thus Interpreters do differ about 
the Words tp fWAi ijjyoy. "Whatever it was we may 
conclude it to be &me flender^ light and eafy Nou- 
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rifliment : And when this Diet faffd kiw, or'his Sto- 
mach rcquir'd a little more Variety, he banqueted on 
^vhat the Grecians call dKeiJU^ Some will have thefe 
to be a kind of Locafts or Grafioppers, a Meat indulg'd 
the jFewj by Mofis in the Law, The Syritms alfb 
counted them a Dainty j fb did the ancient P/ir/^Myt^y 
as AriftftU and P/iw tell us. And my Countrymen 
the At Mams eat of them to this Day. Others arc of 
Opinion, that thefc dxiiJit were a fort of little 
Shell-fi(h, fuch as Cm^j, Crayji/h, or Shwnps, which 
Nature has generally lodg'd m Holes along the Banks 
of Rivers* A pleafant, temperate fort of Diet, com- 
mended for their Virtues m expelling Poilbn, and 
being Remedies for the Strangury, and Antidotes to 
cure the Biting of mad Dogs . 

The Divine Prophet, therefore oft frequenting the 
Waters of the River Jordan^ wherein he u(cd to 
ivafh hM Corrverts and Difciples -, thele M^n fuppafe, 
he t6ok occsfion to alkiy his Hunger with thefe 
little Shell-fifti which he might cafily take if> 
mighty Numbers from their watryNefts. And they 
endeavour to ftrengthen this Opinion, by aflcrting. 
That the Food which the Waters afford us, is much 
more pure and holy than what the Earth brings 
forth, in regard the Earth lies under the Male- 
di6:ion of God ever fince l^otth^s Flood, whereas 
the H^tffs never were curs'd. Hence, fay thcv. 
it is very probable, that the confccrated Hero would 
not defile his fpotlefs Life with* cur fed Banquets from 
the Earth, but rather chofe to appeafe his Hunger 
with the harmlcfs, blefled, and wholefbme Product 
of the Waters. 

If thou wilt have- my Opinion after all, I'm apt to 
^hink thcfe dxeliJi^ were nothing elfe but the tender 
•fops of Plants, fucH as we caff Afparagus, or per- 
haps they were the wild Apples of the Wo^, and tnen 
we may flippofe there's fome Miftake m the Greek 
C0PJ3 AxeiAir for £itf<tJit. Or it may be, the holy 
Frophet in the proper Seafon of the Year, did ufe to 
crop and cat the- Ears* of Barley, aaA xJocaxto^^^ 
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ihould be r^fj/if* For what could be more fweec 
.and pleaiant to^ an abflemious Man» than to iiiibia 
}ih Life with Fruits, Grains, Herbs or Roots? Nor 
did the Maledi£^ion reach the VegetM^les, but only 
the jinimal Generations, from which a perfed Mai 
abftains. 

Certainly tboie, who out of an A\rernon for Purity, 
Prayer, and Failing, turn themfelves from human 
Bodies to Swine, and from religious Abftinence 
to faivage gormandizing on Flefh, feem to derive 
their Pcdigreee from a Race of Devils: Efpecially 
fuch as after the manner oi Spiders ^ gathering Poilba 
from the Flowers of Piety, blalplKme this iacred 
.Virtue of Abftinence, and call it by the 4nfamotts 
Name of Superftition. 

For if the Veneration we pay to God confift in the 
Knowledge, Love and Fear of his Divim Majefty, 
with Adoration and Praiie of his Eternal Attri- 
butes 5 it follows, that we ought to woribip him 
with the mofl fervent Application of our Splnti. 
but this religious Ardor cannot fubfift in any Smd^ 
whole Body is not mortified; nor can the Body 
be mortified without Aufterity, which always is ac* 
company'd with rigorous Failing and Abflinence 
from Fleih. Wherefore if we a^end to G o d by 
the very fame Degrees as we fall from him, it fol- 
lows, that Abflinence is the firfl Step to Immortap 
lity and fupreme Happinefs. 

I do not mean bv Abflinence, that natural Averfion 
which fbmc Men have for Flcih, who never durll to 
taile of any in their Lives, compelled to this by fbme 
occ\x\i .Antifathy m their Stomachs. For luch a Ne- 
jcefiity cannot make a Virtue, it being common to 
Men and Brutes; there being many Animals who 
fad from all Provender certain Seatons of the Year, 
and others that tafle not fbme kinds of Food during 
jrheir Lives : So there are fbme Men to whom Wine, 
Flefh, Clieefe, K^\c$, Herbs, and other Things, 
are an Abomination from their Cradles. There have 
been others, wk>> by a ^rxteriMHural Neceflity 



Vol. Vlf. a Spy at Paris. 105 

Juve liVd fomc Days, Weeks, Months and Years, with- 
out either Meat or Drink. So Plato records, Thit 
Hirsts Pamphilius hy ten whole Days among the Dead 
Carcafes of Soldiers /lain in Battel} ana when he 
•was taken up to be laid on the Faneral Pile, they 
perceived him to be alive. Laertes tells us. That 
Pythagoras fafted forty Days and forty Nights from 
•Meat and Drink. From whbm jipallonius Tfyanans 
'learned the Art of keeping almoft a per{)etunl Faflr. 
And theie Modern Times afibrd us the Example 
of a Spaniard whom thc^ call Alcantafe, who every 
Moon u fed to faft for fevcn or eight Days together. 
So a famous German Maid was diligently oiilervcd 
and watched, whilA fhe pafs'd away tull feven Years 
Time without Meat, Drmk, Sleep or Excrements. 
'France alio boads another Virgin, who fafted above 
-three Years together. 

Such Abftinences as thefc are not to be put to the 

'Account of Virtue, in regard they were not the 

Eficfifcs of human Choice, hut the Decrees ot' Fate. So 

-would our Abflinence be depraved, if we Ihould 

only pradirifc it, as the old Gentiles did, who forbore 

to kill or eat. Ibme certain B-'afts, becaufc they 

-held them conlecrated to their Gods. As the Dog 

to Diana, the T^ger to Bacchus, the Horfe to Neptune, 

■the H^f to Mars, the Eagle to Jupiter, the Peacock 

.'to Jun; the Swan to Apollo, the Dive to Venus, the 

Om to Minerva, Nor need we to abflain on the 

Account of the SouVs Tranfmigration i for fo we 

ought to forbear the Vegetable ProJu(^ of the 

Earth, as well as Animals, "fince the SohI is indifiFj* 

jent to all Bodies in its fcparate State. 

But our Reafon in tins Point ought to take its 
Jlife from the Fundamentat.Ij^vif of Nature, the Origi- 
nal yuftice of the ffMd, which teaches us. Not to do 
that to another, which we wjitlJnoP have another do to 
us. Now lince 'tis evident. That no Man- would wil- 
lingly become the Food of Bcafts j therefore, by the 
lame Rule, he ought not to prey on them. Next to 
this Foi^ndation of our Abftiacuce) yi« ^mi^ ^^^ 
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build our Aims at. the PerfedHon of our^ Nature^ 
which cannot be acquired but bj Degrees : We muft 
endeavour to abate tne Aliment of our Concupiiccik* 
ces, by exhaling the fuperfluous and gro0cr VafMHUi 
of our Blood m ikcred Fafts and Oraiibns. Thai 
we fhould refreH) our fainting Body with Food 
affording little NoUriibment a4W Pilediire: That ib 
our vain A£fe^ioRs, Appetites ind Lu(b, may. f^ 
dually die: whilft the pure Mind revives, and being 
free from the grofi Vapours arifing fitom too much, 
and too fattening Me^kU and Drinks/ the Films which 
darkened her Sight fall of: and (he can bettor now 
difcern the naked Forms of Things by her own 
ilmple Intuitipn, than before (he could through all 
borrowed Spe<3bacle8 and other Officks- of Bifdi-FbiU^ 
fiphy: aifb (h^ will more. e<^y raiie herfelf tothe 
Contemplation and Science of Divine Eternal Things. 
He therefore ijbat in earnei): will apply himielf to the 
Study of accompliih'd Sand^itr, muft firft by Fafhnff 
exhaud the Marrow from nis Bone^ the FatneS 
from his Flefli, the wild and rampant Spirits from his 
Nerves, and then he muft purge the Words and Anions 
of his Life from Vice* When this is done, the Soid 
becometh a pure TaMa Rafa, and is fit for the Im- 
preflions of CJelcftial Virtue. 

Thofe who labour under acute Diieafes* run great 
Hazard of thek Lives, according to Hipfo&atesy unle& 
Jthcir Diet be accommodated with proportionate R6- 

fard to the Quality aiid Time of the critical Fits or 
aroxyfms. But thofc who arc entangled with Vice, 
do labour under far more dangerous Diftempers, 
than fuch as afHid the Body. Wherefore the Prophet, 
our Holy Lawgiver* like a wife Phyiician, appoint- 
ed certain Sealons of the Year for iacred. Abftincn- 
ces> Faftings* Pilgrimages, Vigils, and other }ioly 
.Exercifes, efpeciauy the mighty Faft and Vigil of 
Ramexjw, wherein, tho* it be not forl»d to eat of 
Flcih after the Stars appear at Night, yet none but 
looic and indevout Believers take that Liberty \ 
whereas the better fort content themielves with an 
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afcetick Diet. The Hebrews feftcd with unleavened 
Bread, ancf a little Silad : the ChriJHans'silfo tade no 
Fleih on their prohibited Days: And (hall the Muffnl^ 
fHMns be greater Liber tints than thefe JnfiJels f 

O He^tolla! how radiant is the Luftre of a Laitip 
when ihining through a clean, artd fine, dcfkcate 
Cryflal! So docs the Soul difplay the Rays of her 
immortal Virtue round about, when (he inhabits ki 
a. wdl purified, chafte, and almoin pervious Body. 
Wherefore it is abfolutdy nece(rary for him to at- 
tenuate his Body with perpetual Temperance and 
Abftinence, who confccrates hitnfclf to Virtue and 
Devotion. Hft will not be cnfnarcd or catch'd by any 
Baits of Luxury or Vol.uptuoufnejfs; nor yet aHright* 
ed from his conftant, ifbber Cour(e of Life, by any 
tain or thwarting Accident ; No Frowns or Mena- 
ces (hall divert him from his n6ble Purpofe : But he 
will fo tiourifh his Body all his Life, that it fliall 
never be furfbitcd or oveiv-fiird with Meats i And 
fliclf is the Magick of this facrcd Virtue, that it 
can never be hurt, much'icis fuVcrtcd by all the 
Machinations of evil DJtmonSi or the malicious At- 
tempts of Men.' But it proceeds from Strength t<f 
Strength, and fi&ht6 the C6mbat valiantly, till having 
overcome' at Ia(r, it triumphs* for ever, and receives 
the Palm, .the Crown and Chaplet of Divine Reward 
in FitrMfe, 

Holy Prefideht, pray that I may pra^ifc what I 
§6 adiiiire, and not be fclf-Gondcrnned for living con? 
trary to my Knowledge. For Goo neither loves a., 
double Tongue or Heart, neither delights he in 
Feet or Hands that 'are fwift'and nimble to do. 
Mifchief. 

Foris, i^th cf the \th M$oni 
rfike Tear iS6^, 
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LETTER VIIL 

^0 Hamet, Reis EfFendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

No W the Chri/Ham are in a geceral Confternation 
for Camfy : The Pope has fcnt.Lcttcrs to all the 
Princes that are in his CommuniQTiy inviting and prei-' 
fmg them to fuccour that diftrefTed IQand. Levies 
are making every where j and the King of Franc^f 
who ieeks all Occafions of Glory, appears the moft 
forward of any to alTift the RefMck in this Fatal 
Junfhire. The Duke of Beaufort, and Chevalier Ji 
VerUofmey are appointed to lead the Forces deiign'd 
for that Service. They are gone to Toultm, in order 
to embark. The Pope has fent the Duke of Beasrfort 
a Breve, declaring him General of the Troops EfcU^ 
paflhk that arc to ferve in Candj ; and for his ereater 
Encouragement, he has fent him the Fcntifictn Stan- 
dard. In the mean while there is a Trifle Lengue 
concluded between the Emperor, the King of Spairh 
the King of £»^//i;m(, the King of SweJel^nd, and the 
States at Holland, 

' There is great Joy in Portugal for the Birth of the 
Jbifanta, who is call'd ElixAJbetha-Maria-Lomfa. She 
was born the 6th of the id Moon$ and on the 
1 8th, the Emprefs of Germany was alfb delivered of a 
Daughter. ThcCc Pf^eftern Queens are very preenant^ 
Not a Year palTcs without the Birth or Baptifin ©f 
fome Royal Infant. 

This is all the News at prefent j but to oblige 
thee, I will fay fomething of Italy, which is cftccm'd 
the Garden of Europe. Nay, Ckn/lamint PaleaUgus, 
Emperor of Greece, was wont to fiy, Unlefs I had 
teen ajfured by very Learned and Holy Men, that Pa- 
radife was feated in Alia, I Jhould have /worn that 
Italy had been the Plate, 

It 
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It is moH certain, Itnly is a deledlable Country 
abounding in Riches and Pleafures. The Eye is not 
fatisficd with feeing the infinite Variety of Beau- 
tics, which grace this happy Region. Such is the 
lovely Intermixture of Hills and Valleys, Groves and 
Plains, Palaces, and Gardens, that a Traveller is 
ravifli'd as he pafles on the Road. But this is not 
all : She is as rich as fair. No Gauntry in the 
World can match i/^fy, for the Plenty and Variety 
i>f excellent Wines j only they are^ of no long Con- 
tinuance. Above all the reft. Travellers commend 
that Sort which they call LtichrymA Chrifii, or the 
Tears cf Chrift, for its delicious Tafte : which when 
a Dutchman once tailed, he burft forth into this Ex- 
clamation i O Chriji, why diJfi nat thou weep in my 
Country f At Pafia there are a Kind, of Aromatick 
Grapes which leave a fragrant Odour in the Mouth 
•t him that eats' them. It is recorded of a ccrtata 
Roman Lord, That when he was in Prifbn half dead 
with Melancholy, he drank a CAaU or two of this 
^nerous Wi«c, which fb reviv'd his Spirits, that 
inftcad of dcfpairing, as he was ready to do before, 
he wrote a Jreatife, entitulcd, De Confilathne, 

Belides, Italy abounds in Cattle, Sheep, Fowls, 
Mines, Rocks of Alabafter, MarUe, Por.phyry, CoraU 
Ophirs, Agats, Chalcedonis, Azure^^ and innumera- 
ble other precious Stones. Hence if comes, that in 
this Country are feen the nioft Glorious and Magni- 
ficent rirw/>/« of the World. 

But this fo fair and wealthy a Spot of Ground is 
inhabited by a very wicked Sort of- People j they are 
quite degenerated from the Virtues of their Ancejiors. 
They arc a Bafe, Effeminate, Sly, Sodomitical Race 
of Men, Covetous^ Revengefol, and ^Inexorable. I 
have heard a Stov^^itwa Italian Brothers that were 
walking one Nignt in the Fields, it being a very 
fereiie Sky j when Otte of them Ibolding ftedfaftly on 
the Heavens, wi(h*d, he httd^^jntmyOxen as there were 
Stars, The other wilh'd, he had a Field as large as the 
firmament. Hlsat would you do with it ? C&id xIcl^ ^^. 
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IM your dxen^ gr*z^ there, reply -d he. But as thgr 
proceeded ia this Kind of fooUfh, loofe DHboum, 
they kindled each others Angih* ; and at length, 
ialling from Words to Blows, killed one another on 
the Spot. Behdd the Confequence of their cove- 
tous Defires ! They are -extremely addided to Re- 
venge, and are as dextrous at poifoning as the IfuBMn 
Princes. A certain French Author gives us a very 
compendious Account of the Benefits a Stiranger 
gets by travelling int9 ItM^, inf thefe Words j W 
£§ into Italy, fays he, vitii inerediHe Charges, only 
t$ pttrchaje the mert Shadow of Civility, tmdt^e brmg. 
back from thence the whole Syfiem of Vices. The mS 
lanejk teach us how to cheat. From^ the Venetians 
we Jeam Hypocrify. Rome transforms us into per* 
ic£t Atheifts and libertines, Naples turns us to- 
Satyrs. Florence inftrudls us in the Artificial Methods 
of poising. There is not one City, which docs 
not tinftufe uswith foiftc Specifick ill Qualities. 

Sage Hornet, in all Tny Letters to thee, I ftudioufiy 
in&rt fbme Remarks^ on theie Wefleni Nations, that 
lb I may gratify thy Wifhes. Pardon the Want of 
Order j for I write Things as they prefcnt thcmfclves' . 
to roy Memory. Aecept all in good -Part from 
Mahmtu^ who oboyfe thy Commands chearfdlly, - and-; 
honours thee 'with6ut Flattery. 

Paris, I Uh of the fth Moon^, 
of the Tear 166^. 
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LETTER IX. 

S^ Hamet Reis EfFendi, Principal Se^ 
: cretary of the Ottoman Empire. . 

^TMlou may'ft regiftcr in tlrf Archives of the Sas- 

§^ cred Emfire, That Domyohnof AuftrU is made 
pcrpetaal Goverrur of the Lov^CountrUi under the. 
Spanijh King^s Obedience. He is alfb Viceroy, and 
Vicar-General of Arragon, ^ CstMhnia and VkUntia. 
Biit it is fit for thee to know at/a, That this is fb far 
from being cfteem'd by that Prince a Happinefs^. 
that he counts it his greatefl Misfortune, in regard 
'tis no better than an honourable and irrevocably 
Baniihment from the Conrt of Sfain i where hij 
Royal Blood and; Merits are out-mafter'd by th^ 
Genius of a certain- Triefi, whom they call Fmher 
HitMrd, This Man is very ambitious, always aiming 
at high Matters j yet admir'd by no body fbr his 
Learning, Beauty, or any other good QuaUties) 
Only the ^een o( SfMin ispleas'd to make him hey 
Favourite. . . • . \ 

He cou'dnc'erbucldetotheHumourof Il>^;»y<>^«j 
and hence arofe a feicret Envy between *cj^, which 
afterwards burft forth into, open Aniitioiitx<?s, Feud§j 
and Quarrels : So tliat at the M the Favourite go.^ 
the Day, and "Dmnjohn was fbrc'd to cjuit the Field. 

It is impoflible to trace the Sovereigns of the Eartl^ 
in the Footfleps of then* Rw/i/ Condud j or etfe one 
would of courfe exclude, That fb great a Prince a^ 
this, of the fame Lineage as the Queen her fel^ fhoulcf 
have eafily eclips'd the Gorrov/d Luftrc of an Upfiarc 
Minion. Bur MonMrchs have fpecifick Rcafbns to 
themfcives, which others cannot penetrate, 

Perhaps this cunning Priefi u(ed a Trick like that 
of a Soldier in the Army of jilexfMtler the Great : 
Who bcmg of an ambitious Spixit, ^cd coNtcvtv^x.^ 
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make fbme greater Figure than that of a private 
Centinel, con^ei'diMixAnd&f^s Humour, and how to 
hit it. He knew, tKat his Hcroick -Mailer took de- 
light in any thing that was bold and brave. But 
how to come into his Preience, he was igDorahfc. 
At length, he pitched upon this Method. One Day, 
as Alexander was debauching 'whh his beloved Tav' 
menio, Hephd/iiott, lyfimachusy and other Officers ^ 
this Fellow (whofe.Namc was Clytus) put 'iumfeit' 
into a Mimick Dreis of War, counterfeiting .himfelf 
jnad, and dancing the Fyrrhick McaTures, with 
his brandi{h*d Sword, kili'd five new-lifled Soldiers 
lately come from C$lcJbis, The Guards foon feiz.'d 
.upon him^ and it being a Tragical Novelty, the 
News was carried to the King-y who caus'd the Fel- 
low to be brought before him. And examining him 
on the Point, Qlytus^vi^vfti'^, " Great iC/n;, thofe 
y Five Men, v/hom 1 have kill'd, .h^ conlpir'd to 
^ take away thy Life this Day^ being hir'd thereto 
** by the King of Colchis, and therefore ^<^ i°(^ 
'* the Army. Their Tent being next to mine, I 
«' had an accidental Opportunity laft Night of over- 
'" hearing their Difcourie, wheii they were plotting 
** together the Time, the Place, and Manner of 
** thy Death." 1 kept a Watch upon . them,, and 
** obierv'd their Motions ikom that Moment. For, 
«* though I knew the Hour appointed by them for 
*< this execrable Regicide,, yet i wasfc^eitous led 
^< fome til Fate (hould prompt the Bjiiffians to ante- 
'< date their own Reiolves, and haflen a Murder, 
«« whofe Delay might elie difcover their Deligns, or 
«' at lead prevent 'cm. Therefore I took this mad 
•« Difguife, to execute the fbberefl and mofl impor^ 
** tant Purpofe that e'er I franVflf in all my Daysj 
«• which was at once to fave the Life of the World's 
" Conqueror, and get myfelf Imnaortal Honour by 
** rhe happy Deed. 

Afte;" profound Deliberation of the drunken Ca- 
binet-Council, Alexander approved the Fadi, and 
brder'd Publick Honours to be done to his Deliverer. 
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According to the MacUanian Cuftom» he veiled him 
with purple Robes, and gave him a Chain of Gold, 
admitting him to the latter End h\h* Banquet, and 
afterwards efteeming him above his moft Familiar 
Friends. 'Till fuch another Debauch as thisi' biit 
more unfortunate to Clytusy at once deprived him of 
the JCofj-'s Favour and his own Life : So inconftauc 
is the State of Human Greatnefs. 

Sage Hamet, the Favour of Princes is like a Reed 

of Mgypt, which either tranfpierces him that leans 

upon it s or flinches from the Burden, and fb gives 

him a- Fall, which mofl: times plunges him o'er Head 

.and Ears in the choakins; Mire of popular Hatred. 

GoJ grant thou may'S never be crufhed to Death 
from above, by the Weight of the Sulfan's Difplca- 
iiire, or undermined from beneath, and fwallow'^ 
up in an Earthquake rais'd by the Multitude* 

Paris, 18^^ of the jib AfM»» 
rf the Tear 1669* 



LETTER X- 

To HebatoUa, Mir Argun, Superior of 
the Convent of Dcrviches at Cogni 
in Natolia, 

THou wilt not be difpleafed to hear of a mighty 
Kingy that laying aiide his Diadem and Sceptre^ 
and abandoning the Height of Human Glory, has 
conf^rated himicif to a private ReHpoHs L\fc, vow- 
ing perpetual Poverty, Cha/Htyy and oMience: 

Yet tfiis is true of fohn Cufimirt late Kfng of Pe^ 
Im^, who from a Sovereign Mowtrch is become an 
Humble SuM, and having focbketv tVkft ^\i^>xx^ 
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manner they have violatod their Oath. If t^ 
art a Gody chaftife them now by my Means, fa 
their abominable Perjury, and Prophanation of th] 
*' Name. His Prayer was heard of Heaven : Fa 
the vi6h>rious Ofinans gave a total Overthrow tt 
the Infidels : and that bSfphemous frince was hiiU' 
felf kiird in the Battel. 

Whatever various Forms of Reli^im there be h 
the World i wc know there is but One TVae Qed 
Crea^r of Heaven and Earth, Cmfervator and Gvuer 
nor of Men, He connives at the invincible Ignoran 
ces. Frailties and Infirmities of our Mortal Race 
He accepts the good Works and fincere Vows Q 
Pagans and lYicUncircumcifed, as Well as thofe of thi 
'T>ue Beliruers, and Followers of the Prophet. Bd 
he abhors and puni(hcs all Injuftice, Perjury, Tra 
fbn, both in One and the Other. For he has ni 
partial Regards for this Nation or Perfoa, moi 
than that. They arc all equally the Work* of hi 
Hands) and his Care is alike over all. 

The Sun runs from the JSaft to the PTefl: In. hi 
daily Circuit he illuminates and warms this Hem 
ffhere\ and by Night oar Antif odes cnpj his Favooi 
and welcome Influences. At one time of the Yea 
he comforts the North, at another he revives the South 
There is no Part of the Globe, wiiich in due Seafbi 
does not rejoice in his^ all-chearing Beams. 

The Moon never flacks or deviates from her wonto 
Courfcj but from the Crefcent to xkaWane, obferv* 
the Laws of hiiti that niade her. She is exa6fc t 
timing the Flax and Bjfiux of ths-Sea : And (he guide 
the wandring Mariners by Night. The Inhabitant 
t>f the ArBUk and Antar Stick Circles wait for her Ligh 
when the Sun abfents himfelf for half the Year. A 
ibon as they fee the. Chariot of Diana appear on th 
Road of their Heaven, cycry Man claps his Hands k 
Joy. Theyroufe from their domeftick Dulncfs an 
Melancholy; they come out of their Dens and Oive; 
With Dances and Songs they welcome the Approic 
Qf the Beautiful Goddefs i knowing that (he is bat 
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nd Remove from the Eternal Light 5 the Mirror 
he Ar», in which that glorious Planet may fee 
Pacci in whofe, by Reflexion, we fee the Face 

> do the Stars keep on their various Traverses 
ugh the Heavens, Each Conftellation faithfiillv . 
itaining its Pod \ each Vianet purfuiog its Rood. 
Jft all together, at £0 vaft a Diftance, appear 
'ing Camp, never fettiii'g up their bright Pavi- 
; but by Night, and in the Morning taking them 
-n again. This may be called the jirtry of Hea- 

the Hoft of God, embattePd in thie Firmament^ 
Tuard his Friends on Ea^th, and to chadife his 
nues. 

'o deicend lowor yet into our Sublumry Elements; 
find the Rain, Hail, Snow, Wind^ Thunder, 
htning and other Meteors, are iropartiaily fcatter*d 
and down the Climates of the Earth $ I do not 
m by Chance, but by the Univerfal FravUence 
ich governs all Things. As the Alcoran expreilcs 

** 'Tis he dircdts the Seminal and Prolificic 
ihowers to Barren and Defart Places : Doubtlefs 
his is a Sign of his Divine Unity, 
n fine all Provinces and Comers of the Earth 
\g forth their proper Fruits in Seafbn. And the 
^oes of Africk and America, though grofs Id$la- 
, and fbme of them woTfhipping!r;^ni<i/ D*- 
», yet enjoy God's BleHTm^s, and live as plentifully, 
:h as much Content and Joy, as wc that adore 
Eternal Unity, 

Svery Nation rakes up their Fjeligim on the Crc- 
of their Friefts ; and fb long as they obferve the 
tttral and Moral Law imprinted in their Hearts, 
; indulgent 'fudge and Father of Men will difpenfe 
th thofc that err, in Obedience to the Fo/:thf§ 
ws of their Nation: For Sedition. is like Magick» 
ious to God and Man, and equally liable to Unl- 
rfel Puniihment. 

Once more, O pious. Father of the Deri/k^s^- 1 bc^ . 
thee to pardon the Freodotflltakc, m&\&5iaT^SI» 



ii8 Letters writ hy Vdl. Vlt 

of Relighus Matters in thy Prefence, who art a 
Light to the Blind, a Guide to thole that err; a 
Rtfohrer of Doubts, an Arbitrator oF difficult 
Qucftions i the only Oracle of thy Province* 

I endeavour not to inform thce> but to disentangle 
myfelf from Error ; and teftify, that the' I honoor 
"Ood and his Prophet, yet I think there is no need 
•oF a Falihood to defend the Truth. 

Paris, jth vfihe iJ Afw», 
rf the Teat i6jo. 



LETTER XL 

To Ufepb,* Bafla, 

D&tth has of late celebrated a Trifle THtimfh in 
' xheiZovLtt of France i haying led awa^ Captives 
to the InvifiblelVorldy the Cardinal Duke of r^mjSmv 
a Dutchels of the &me Title, and HenrietPA MurU, 
late Queen of Great Britain^ being the Reli& of 
King Charlft I. and youngeft Daughter to Bemy IV. 
of France, 

Thou may'ft alfi) report to the Dtvans that Cafimr^ 
late King oiToUmd, is now at this Courts having left 
Poland, as. fbon as -he iaw Prince IViefntwUhi ele&ed 
hfs Succeflbf . The Dukes of Lcrrain and Newifta^gk 
hstd Severally laid claim to that Crown, and \crfd 
Armies apart, iii order to i^ake good their Preten- 
fions. But the Felanders being aware of it, wererc- 
fdlv'd not to bring themielvies under the Jurifili^ion 
of any Foj^ignieT, Co loi^, 4s there was a Prince of 
their own' mtion capable bf the Dignity $ and one 
who being the Sox^ of KJag Cajimir, fcems to have 
the bed; 'nde to his Father's Throne, whofe Virtues 
Jbc iuberks. 
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. Here is alio arriv'd tbe Prince of TufcMnyy who 
has traveird through all Europe, tnd takes Isriaut as 
the laft Kingdom m his Return Homewards : Pro- 
telling, he does this in good Manners, as preferring 
France to all the Nations in Cbriftendom, Indeed, lie 
could do no lefs, in g[ood Manners, than make this 
Apology, which yet lounds very flat to a Court £o 
reBned as this ; which might have expected his firft 
yiilt, as a Token of his Regard ; fince, tho' in Do* 
medick VroceJJkns^ Entries, and Cttvalcsdes, thoie 
of higheCt Dignity take the laft Places yet in Foreign 
Embajpes and Voyages, it is uiual for l^rinces to 2d* 
drcfs to thofe firft^ for whom they have the greateft 
Eilecm. 

The Politicians here keep very iecrct the News 
that comes from Candy, which makes all Men con* 
elude, 'tis none of the moft profperoos. 'Tis gene- 
rally reported for a Truths That Admh-al Beaufort 
is ehher kill'd or takea Priioner. by the Ottomans j 
and that the French htLve U>Q: osir Two Thoufand 
Men in this Undertaking. 

I wonder why the Painters always describe Death 
in the Form of a Naked Skeleton, a fbrv'd Syftem ot 
dry Bones. Whereas ope would think, he ought to 
be pourtray'd as a Monfter, a Miracle of Fatnefs; 
fince he is the greateft Glutton in the World, hourly 
gormandizing on all manner of Flefhj and is the 
very Original, Univerfil Cannibal of Nature, who 
from the Beginning of the World has feafted him- 
£Ai with human &dies. But perhaps he has a bad 
Dfgeftion, and none of all his raw and bloody Diet 
win afibrd Nutriment enough to form fb much as a 
poor Skin to cover his Nakednefs ; And therefore 

tis he is always drawn in this lean Figure. 

Courteous Bajfr, fiifier me from thu vain. Jeft to 
fisdl into a (erious Reflcsioa on oar Mortality, and 
the frail State of Hunum Raoe. 

Man's but a fotid Vapour, firft exhaled froni the 

Earthy and afterwards advancing, is conden^d to a 

Cloudy that fo hii Eilthioeia may be concnkd^ ^qsm^ 
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the Covert of a Skin, there in Secret to engender a 
Thou&nd Meteors of Fiery PaHjons, Lufts, Gonctz- 
pifcences, and extravagant Thoughts : Which in 
time burft forth, and trouble all the World : Yef 
end at laft in empty Smoak, Rain, Hail, or Wind, 
and are extin^ almoft as (bon as they were form'd. 

The Elements of which we arc compounded, may 
ferve as Mirrors to reprefent the conftant Mutabili^ 
of our Nature. So the devouring Fire, when all its 
Fuel is fpent, decays and dies. Earth, Air and Wa- 
ter, all are fubje^ to Corruption, and from thence 
our Generation takes its Rife: Likewife thither we 
return again. - This is the Eternal Circle of Natural 
Produdts. The Trees, the Flowers, with all the 
Vegetable Race s the Birds, Beads and Fiihes, with 
every Species of Animals, are £o many Remembran- 
cers of our Mortality. Which way (be'er we torn 
our Eyes, they are prefented with frefli Images of 
Human Weakne& : and the very Breath which 
does prolong our Life, helps equally to ihorten it, 
iincc every Refpiration carries away Ibmc Portion of 
our Subftance. Our finer Particles gradually vanifli 
into Smoak and Air, whilft the more grofs Remain- 
der fcums off in noifbme Excrements: And if there 
appesu: a Shew of any thing fblid in us at our Death, 
'tis foon reduc'd to Afhes, Dirt, or Worms. Our 
Bodies, of which we make fb great Account whilft 
Living, are loft in the Aby(s ot Univerfal Matter 
fbon after Death. 

What were the greateft Prince die happier, tho' 
he poiIefs*d the whole Circumference of this Globe? 
Tis but a mighty Heap of Dirt or Dung, perpetually 
exhaling or crumbling away : 'TIS one of the Difhei 
which compofe the Banquet of all-devouring Time. 
And wliilft the infiilting Monarcht \ of the Earth 
trample on it in Di£lain, Spreading ^eir Armies fair 
and wide, and boafting/that their Empires have *no 
Bounds i each does but haAento%xi''ftut up hirlijKlf 
within a little, obfcure, and putrid Hole, not mdcb 
iiirpafTingtbcLimitsofaMole^hilU - 
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Great £4/^, Let not the Honours and Dimities 
thou poflcfleft, make thee forget the Mifenes to 
which thou art liable each Hour: But» remember 
thou art a Man. 

Paris, 6th 9f the nth Moon, 
of the TeMr 1 665^ 



LETTER XII. 
To the Kaimacham. 

XT ERE is arrived a MHtthfitrMCMt call'd Solomon 
rjL Ifmaelf withExprefles from the Gn^nd Setgmof. 
?was no fmall Refreihment to fee his publick En- 
try, which appear'd like a little Epitome of the Mufftd^ 
iiM» Grandeur and Magnificence. The young Rabble 
were as curious to be Spe^tors of the Eafiem Ca* 
valcade, as the RomMns were fond of beholding the 
Secular Plavs, which were exhibited but once ia 
an Age. Nay, People of all Ranks, Ages, and 
Qialities, fill'd the Streets, the Windows, and Bat* 
tiements of their Houfes : Some, becaufe they never 
iawfuch a Sight before j others, defpairii^ that they 
ibould live long enoujgh 10 be Witndles of ilich ano- 
ther. 

. : Yet with-all their Curiofity, none but the Minivers 
of State arc able to dive into the leaft Secret of hds 
Inftrudions. Thefe willingly communicate the 
Titles which that great Arbiter of the Earth gives 
the trench King. That fi> not only his Subjeds, but 
neighbouring Nations may conceive the profounds 
Veneration for him, without penetrating the Mea- - 
iures he takes. This is an Artifice common to all 
States, to turn the beft Side outermofl % only the 
Hollanders excepted, who in the Days of their Bru^t 
from the King of Sfm^ could not fi> m>xc\k%&Y3X^ 

G ^*A, 
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^ood Face upon a bad Matter; Eut were forc'd X.o 
cxpofe their Vovtrty and Nakednefs, as well as fi^ 
Ainder it i addreding themfelves to Eliz^aBefh^ tnen 
vQuecn ot England, in thV Charadler of 1^0 Poor 
jyiflrejfed States of Holland, and fo begging her Af- 
iiftance. 

However, Solyman has faithfully imparted to me 
•his Affairs, as I have reafon to believe. He's too well 
born and bred, pofleflcs more Reafon and Wit, than 
to amufe the Old Mm i» the. Cajfock (fb they call me 
here in the Streets, who know mo not by any other 
Charader j fo private is Mahmut in Paris, at this 
Hour, notwithftanding all his publick Sufferings.) 

I eftcem I/mael as one fit to reprcfent the Grand 
Signior's Perfon, among better People than Infidels: 
:Yet, I tell thee, the Irench are the rapft rcfin*dofaU 
.the IVefiirn Giafers. 

Jfrnael un4erfbinds the Force of the Civil Laws, 

which he learned from JuJUnian'^ Code, and other 

: Books. For he is perfe6fc xnGreek and Z^/iSa and 

• has befto w'd ibme Years ip reading their Books, both 

Prints and Manufcripts. 

He makes a very perfbnable Figure, being tall, 

full-body'd, well fliap'd, and not of an ugly Face, 

. which is enough to be faid of a Man dehgn'd for 

•Bufineisi and not only for Love. He's never in 

-danger of falling under Cato's Cenfure, who ieeiqg 

-two Ambafladprs fent from Rome to a For^gn Sfate, 

■^one of which had his Head fb little, that it could 

■ hardly be diftinguiihed from that oi an Owl,- %t4 the 

other fuch a Cripple, that he could not walk without 

; Stilts; cry'd out. Here's anEmbaffy which has neither 

. Head nor Tail. 

; . And then, our Muta-faraca \$ rich *. He fuppgsts 
'the Charges of his CommiflTion with extraprdinary 
•Munificence^ His Hpufir is. already become the.'San- 
ij&uary of all the diftrds'd Levantines, whether Greeks, 
ijirmeniansj or Followers of the Prophet : And he {peai^s 
\French. as readily z$ a Native* Yet be di&mblrs his 
.Expcrtuefs i^ that Language, to keep up the State 
.. ■ and 
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^ Refirvcdnefs of the Ottoman EmjMre, . which diip. 
dains to condefcend .to any other Speech than Turki/h 
or Arabick, • Bcfidcs, he has the Advantage, by thus 
artificially (hutting- his Ears, that he can at one 
Time both Hear and be Defif\ Underftand\ti<i be 
Ignorant of whatibever is faid by the Spies of the 
Trench King. And this is rio fmall Gift in' i Man 
ot his Charafter and Tnift: For he had need of an 
Angel, or aDevU at his Elbow, that thinks to over- 
reach this Court. , i 

Above all, I believe our Sohman w ill never be guilty 
of the Error committed by the Ambafladors fent fron? 
TeneJos to one of the Roman Emperors : I'm fiire bo 
is not yet. For thofc Gentlemen had feen the Death 
©f the Emperor's Son, Eleven Moons> and Fourteen 
Days, as the Story fays, before they knew 'twas their 
Duty to make an Addrefs of Condola^ice : Or, Jt 
leaft, before they c«ll*d it to mind j for they vici^ 
drown'd in the ^;wii» Luxury. So that, when they 
came to perform' that Devoir, the "Emferor could not 
forbear to fd^ff at them in thefe Terms : I much la^ 
menty faid he, the Tate of the Renowned Heftor, your 
Countrvman and Chamfion, whom Achilles the Gre- 
cian ktlN above a thoufand Tears ago, 

I fpeak this m a particuisr Regard to Solyman*s De- 
portment here. For, when he firft came to thii 
Court, he found them all in Mourning for the Deat^ 
of the King's Aunt, thfc late Queen of England, and 
of other High Pcrfbnages, (particubrly thofe that 
were flain in the late ASion ait Candia) whereqiF t 
have already given an Account to the Snhlmt Torte 
in another Letter. Without Inftrudions, he very dc^ 
murely accofted the King, and told him, " There 
<< could be no Dunalma in the Otiomah Empire, for 
<« the late Succe(s at Candia, [o long as the Trench 
« Court were Mourners." 

This was a fenfible Touch to thofe that under- 
ftood it $ and from that Moment, the Grandees and 
Mioifters of State have- made a Dif&retvcc m'^^cAs 
Entertainment of this ingemous MHtA-fAT«i^t^> ^^^ 

" "" G % ^^i 
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that which th^ ufcd to give to the CbtMifu fbrmerij 
fent from the Tortt. 

I can afTure thee, he is, at the fame time* very 
ttliint and very elegant in his Diicourie. There's 
.Fire in every Word he utters, to warm and refrefh, 
if they take it at a due Diftance, but if thev ap- 
proach too near, he icorches thdr Spirhst and puts 
them into a Cholcr they dare not (h^. They con- 
fume inwardly in their own Defpight : Yet cannot 
iclp themfelves. 

Doubtlefs, the King of Trance is the greateft Mo- 
'lurch, the moft powerful and vi^^orious Prince in 
Chrlfitndonh the only luviaeiSli Emperor of the 
iVefium Franks. Yet he veils to our Majefiick Sove- 
reign, Lord of the whole Earth. And our Emiuck 
will not part with a Tittle of his Matter's Honour, 
9$ give any Advantage by an Eafineis worthy of 
3kmc, in a Cafe that may be tum'd to a Precedent. 
He is -very happy in his Repartees, as thou wik 
perceive by the Anfwer he gave to a French Lord 
Yeflerday, when he ask'd him, Whether he thought 
it iaot a Violation of the Civil Law, for Ambafladors 
to be impriibned, as they often are at the Ottoman 
T.ortet No, (fays Solyman) it is not^ where tht-^Am- 
b/^adfir is guilty of Treafmy or Crimefli lxf« Majefta- 
ris. iutx if it were^yoh FrcDcbmc;n .hav/txhe liAfi Rea^ 
fen to accufe us of it} finc,e we frft learned this Maxim 
from the Backfide ofyou'rSAiok. Law, where it is en^ 
.dorsad. And then he produced twenty ieveral In- 
/tances, of this 'fond in the Court of France. 

In a word, Solyman has hitherto acquitted himielf 
yfith. marvellous Succefs in every Thing i tho* the 
'French Gri^ndcos often fet upon him, to try what 
.Metal he is 'made of i .having generally a mean Opi- 
nion of Muffiilmans, becau^ Learning is £6 httle 
couiitenanc'd among us. 

I have no Matter of News to acquaint thee with, 
iave that a violent Plague broke forth not Jong ago at 
Soijfonsi and a terrible Earthquake in Sicily^ fright- 
ed 
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^ e4 cW,~l9l^<il9M^ ci XSapMUit^ and the idtacent' 
"T\>wrrifffir8ra^ffiw^^ after one whole Vil* 

lage had been fwaUowed up. 

Tholb who weiie curioiis to pry into the Caufe of 
thefe iRuiiculat Convulfions, anil that afirighiiiig 
Overthrow, perceiv'd, after diligent Search, that 
it proceeded nrom a new Enipden, or Breach in 
Mcunt Gibtly about two Miles from OuantM : Where 
the HarrU Chafm vomited forth Floods of Fire, with 
flaming. Stones ^ ' which being carried violently 
through- the JUr, -for the Space of near a Les^c 
round shonjX, at laft fqll down in flaming Showers or 
CdtarnUsy producing fad apd calftmitotu £%6b in 
the neighbouring Country. 

Serene Minifter, it is evident, that the Judgments 
of God are upon, thefe Infidels: Yet, they will not 
be- converted firom their Errors and Vices. TJ^y 
have felt the fime Tcmpcft of Fire which over- 
whelmed the Nine Cities of the Lake Aj^haltites : 
Yet, they remain mfenfible and obdurate: Surely, 
they will.be.exterminated from the Earth. ' 

Paris, 4/^ fff the vith Momy 
ef the Tear 16^9. 

The ^^D of the Second Book. 
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LETTER! 

To Mehemet, an Exird EonucH, at 
Alcair in, Egypt. 

D longer melancholy, my Friend. 
I nor fink under the Buitltcn of thy 
i MisfijTtunes. Give not thy Enemie* 
I an Occafion of double Triumph, in 
[ that they have driven thee from thy 
I felf, a^walljw from the GraaJ Sig- 
nur's iamf Frefence. Thou baft 
Money and Je^»« enoqgh loft Sk purchafe thee a 
competent Felicity- my where. 6i, at leaft, thou 
haft Virtue, which rendcrj e«ry Place a ?araSfi. 
Afibciate thy&If with the other Exiits in that 
City, Viflims to a Sipd Caprice ; fuffer'd with all 
their immenfe Riches, to make a pompous and 
magnificent Entry into thai Meiropelis of Egypt j 
but foon after ftripp'd of all their Wealth, 
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and iacrificed to the Comrt- Avarice, So were the 
confccratcd Bulls ' of old, drefs'd up in (lately Equi- 
page, their Horns and Hoofs all gilded over with " 
Gold, adorn*d with Ribbons of cofSy 6ilk, their Eo-,. 
dies cover'd over with Mantles of 3rocade and Tifllie,' 
eftibroidcr'd with Pearls and precious Stones, and 
trailing on the Pavements olf Af olio* sTcm^\t\ whilft 
the Priefts flood ready at the Altar to difpatch whole 
Hecatombs of thefc gay Sacrifices. 

Your Cafe is not fo bad at Oi/Ve, in that your 
Lives are fpar'd, and you at Liberty to carve new 
Fortunes to yourftlves, where-e'er you pleafe. You 
ought to aid and coUnfcI one another in your Misfor- 
tunes. It is a Comfort to the Miferable, to have 
Companions in their fad Eftare. Infinuate thyfcif 
into the Bajfa's Favour. He may do fbmething to 
alleviate thy Grief. He'll meaflire thy Circumftanccs 
by his own 5 confidering that he has but three Years 
to enjoy his prefent Wealth and Grandeur. 

Go to the banifl^'d Af«///, if he be living ^XCalre i 
defire his "Spiritual Advice : Perhaps thou may'ft re- 
ceive into the Bargain fbme Temporal Ad^^antage' 
from It. He has a greater Influence on fomc of the 
Egyftian Btys, than the Grand Signior has himfelf :. 
You are all alike embark'd in one Afflidtion, whofc 
Eflence does conlifl in . being degraded from your 
former Honours, (tlio' in different Degrees) and 
being fcparatcd from your Friends, that bask in 
the immediate Luftre of Imperial Dignity. It is 
your Bufinefs therefore now, to find out fbme new 
Source of H^pinels : To make new Friends, 
liuce you have loft, the old i or, at leafl, to prop up 
one another by a mutual Friend Ihip, not to be 
broke or difTipated, but by .a Deftiry equal to the 
former. And then you have no more to do, but 
profccute yolTr fcveral Interefls, and be refign'd to 
Fate. 

As for thee, I am particularly follicitoHS ; being 
cfigag'd .together from our Youth, by a reciproc3 
PartlcijJSrt ion of good' Offices, wVikVi: ^os xX^^^rS^^ 

Vi4 ^\ 
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of a deep-rooted and flrong Sympsiky* The Agree- 
ableneis of Humour united firft our Souls, and tauglit 
us the myftcrious L?flbns of TUtonkk Love. We 
iaweach other, and were flreight infpir'd with Sacred 
Inclinations. My Eve no fboncr fix*d on thine> but 
through that ^cr^cwive, I could fee the inward Vir- 
tue of thy Sou], which immediately produced a 
Ventilation in my Bread: And I ibon found our 
Hearts bore Time to one another. This generous 
Paifion afterwards increafed as we grew up; and what 
it loft of its firft Violence, is eam'd by acquiring a 
more lading .Strength, more cmrable Integrity, and 
conftant Faithfubiefs. Our Joys and Griefs were 
dill the fame. No profperous or adverie Fortune 
could ever change our Minds, to warp us either to 
Flattery or Contempt : But with an even Mind we 
dill fiidain'd the diderent Accidents of human Lifr, 
and prop'd up one another with a right Ade6Hon i 
till 'twas the Will of Fate to ieparate us, I being 
made a Shve in SicHyy whild thou enjoyed the Smil^ 
and Favours of ihy Infant-Fortune, which intro- 
duced thee iiid to the SeraiL Afterwards I gaia'd 
my Freedom, and returned to the ImperuU Cit^, and 
to the Palace of the Sultan. But was not iuder'd 
long to enjoy that Happineis, being appointed for this 
hazardous Pod in Tans. 

I tell thee, Mehemet, I reckon my Cafe far worfe 
than thine, in that I am forced to take my condant 
Reddencc upamongft thcCe Infidels. Could my pro- 
pitious Stars encourage me but with the fraalled Hopes 
to change my prefent Courfe ot Life, I'd ne'er re- 
pine at what was pad, but pleafe my (elf with flat- 
tering Pi ofpefts^of fbmeiFutureand unknown Felici- 
ty. But to be irrevocably chain'd down to the Oatp 
without a Glimpie of any Sij^ that I fliall ever be re- 
liev'd, is work than Death it fclf. 

Whereas, on the other fide, thou art difpos'd of 
in the happied Region of the Earth j ^ft, the 
Mother of Sciences^ the Midwife of Celefiial Secnts, 
the Nurfc of Sages, Saints, and Frefhits} the Ora-- 

uBMry 
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Wv of thcAfMj^imiii Empire 'y and the Refuge of 
Diftrdftd Mortals. Ohj Uehtmet, prize the vaft 
Advantage thou haft of mc, and others of thy Fel- 
low-Slaves. Improve thy Privilege and Opportunity 
of ranging where thou lift. Go, vifit all' the Anti- 
quities ot E^fti and trace her Borders to the Wift 
and Sotah. It this will not divert thy Melancholy, 
go fiirthcr yet, and ftarch the mighty CtHMraBs of 
the Ni7f , which deafen Mortals with their Fall. Go 
view the Mountains of the M^m in Mthhpia : Or, 
fee the Delblatios of die Smonhj Vale, and <n the Ci- 
ties, whofe Inhabitants were in a Miiwte metamer" 
fhos'd into the Stones, as a Memorid of Eternal Ven- 
geance againft crying Sins. 

But, after all, mjMehemety depart not from tby^ 
R«dbn, Loyalty, and Faith. For theie are Armour* 
Proof againft the , Aflaults of Chance and Deftiny, 
of Men and Devils of Earth and Hell. And when 
thy Travels are finifhed here on Earth, thole Virtues 
will not fail to carry thee to Heaven. 

Paris, fth of the ^h Moon, 
of the Tear 1670. 



LETTER II. 

To the fame. 

I Cannot forbear giving thee the Trouble of ano- 
ther Letter by this Poft, that I may yet more 
encourage thee to a virtuous Refignation to the WUi 
of Fate, which thou knoweft is inexorable. 

There is an Eternal Law fix'd in the Univerfc 
which admits of no Repeial. No Pirayers or Tears of 
piffionate Mortals j no Vows, Alms, Pilgrimages, 
4lr any other Supererogating - Worksi casi to^i^ >^ 
♦ ^•^ G ^ I>tf\mt%t 
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l>eJHmis, They ^t noore inflexible thaa the Judgcf 
of the oid Athenian^Areofagtis, And theunolisuige- 
able £di£l:s' of the Mediim Empire might iboaer be 
reverfed, than the Decrees of lvi/#. 

If thou couldft mdktCorbun with an hundred thou- 
iand Sheep, and feed the Poor of all the £^, ac- 
cording to the MfilfidnMn PraAice j or £uTifice as 
many BuILf, after the Falhion of the ancient Getuilesi 
could ft thou monopolize all the jiromatkks of the 
Qrienti to compound the moil exalted Incenfe, and 
make a Pyramid of odoriferous Si)[>oJk afcend kigh as 
th^Slia49W of the Earth at Midnight, whereby the 
Iji^^ of Heavens Should be aS pqrfum'd^ and 
every deeping Deity (hould be awaken'd by the 
lirftgrant Smell j cou^ft thou bribe the Choirs above^ 
to, tune the Spheres anew, and raiie the fweeteft 

Sfumony that ever reached the Etim/d Senfe \ ytx 
[ would *not prevail to alter the Refblves of Hea-; 
ven, or rcinilate thee in thy former Hpuour. No ! 
my Mehemety thou art loft for ever at the Ss^^il : 
The Face of Things is chang*d> fince thou haft 
been in Bgypt. Thy Friends are all diiperied absoad 
in the World, or dead j which is but another 
Kind of Separation. There are no Hopes now left 
thee, of ever returning again to that proud City, 
which inherits the Character of ancient Rome, lie 
Lady of the Earth. I wifh the Roman Luxury be not 
alike cntail'd. ..." 

Rouzeup, my Friend, and look not on thy State, 
through the deceitful Optickt of thy Paflionj but let 
Reafon light thcFrojpea, l*hod wert before a Slaves 
now thou art free and Mafter of thyfelf. However, 
to rid thee of thc^ very Idea^ or fancy'd. l^ifcry, J. 
cgunfel thee once again, to travel. ^ £ 

Go, make t-hc fjecdieft Retreat thou canft out of 
the limits of tlic Ottoman Enapire, that tlwu may^^ft 
forget thy Cares aid Fcars^ Take not the Way by 
^ariaiyi nor covet to fee the. Place whdre aacien^ 
Carthage was fituated I be not oiriousto enquire after ' 
Queen Didoy ^neas^ .or Hanmoal p or to &ar Comf^ 

Stories 
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Stories or the famous' Scipip," Nor would I counfcl' 
thcc tdpfs the Kingdoms of Morocco and 'Fez. For, 
tho* thofe Realms pay no Obedience to the Sultan, yet 
tfiey: are Ms Allies 5 and that Rcflcftion will alway«' 
keep tfcec in Pain. Befides, the Sight ot Mnffulmans 
will terrify thy Mind, and fill thee with a thoufind 
Apprehenlions. ; . ■ 

' Go rather the diipedctf Way thou can'ft, unto ther 
Kingdoms of-the Ne^roeSy or Bhick People inhabiting, 
the TbrridZime. But, take this- Rule: Be fiire to 
coaft along, the River Nile, as, near as the Roads of 
jffrick wiff permit : That fb'thou may eft avoid the 
hoirrihle and affrighting Deiarts of Lybitiy Nubia, and 
Zanfar, with other ijnhofpitabic mountainous Parts 
between the Tropick of Cancer and the Equinox.. For, 
th9'u' wilt 'nor find it very pkafant fo encounter and 
convctfe witHnone but Dragons/ Bafiltisks, and other 
Moiifters of thofe Region^. And yet^ for ought I- 
know, 'tis better, than to f^ll into the Hands of hu- 
ihan Salvages. 

I knovy not how to give a General Charadter of 
the Southern Blacks. ; fince every Province varies in 
its particular Principles, Cufloms, Laws, and Infti- 
tutions. The AhyJJints are Chriftians j iJo are the In- 
habitants of Congo, Songo, Angola, and other Coun- 
tries bordering on the IJ ^cr Mthiofia, Thofe that 
dwell along the Red Sea, are generally Mahometans, 
They difcourfe alio of a very populous Country 
thereabouts, poflefs'd by Jews alone. And there arc 
Authors who aflert a Female Kingdom, a Nation of 
Amazons. 'Tis certain, on the fVeftern Side they arc 
all Fagans, 

It will be worth thy Labour to obfcrve the diffe- 
rent Humours of thefe People, and make comparifbn 
between the Ancient and this Modern Gentilifm j to 
abflradt their Morals from their Superftitions : And 
tell me then, whether they do not better defcrvc 
the Title of True Believers, than we Mujfulmans j 
liBCC.tjhey a6t according to their Faith, whereas wc 
go- by* a^ "quite contrary Method. They bclvwe wa 

G 6 S^"^^^ 
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other Gods but their Domeftick Priefts> and thcfe ther 
never williogly ofTend. Whereas, whilft we profds 
the Eternal Unity y we fcruple not to fin againft him 
every Hour. They ctrcumctie, waih> pray, abflain 
from Meats, eive Alms as well as we. Their Juftice 
it as ftri£^, their Mercy ibft as ours. In fine^ they, 
are Men difFering from us only in Colour, Education* 
and the peculiar Maxims of their Ck>untry, which 
they rigoroUHy obferve, and hope for Happineft 
thereby, as we do by obeying the Law brought dowa 
from Heaven. 

ilff^f2o#/. Our Holy Prophet bas^iaid» '*. ThatwKo- 
'< ibevcr lives innocently, and ^<k$ Juftice„ whether 
*' he be a Chri^uut^ Jet^y or Pi^4», (hall be £ived 
■^ as well as his Difciples." ThereiR>re in all thj 
Travels, defpiie not any Man iost his Relu;ioo, be it 
never £0 ridiculous in Appearance ; provided he be 
good and honeft in his Quiveriatioa ^ much Ids con- 
temn ^K&Jlfrk0ni for their Colour} iince ^Utk 
and WhUtt are all alike to him, who firft gave Maa 
the Power to know the Difference. 

Mehemit% If thou accepted my Advice, take 
alio my Wiihes for thy good Voyage and Proi^ 
rity. 

Paris, the pb of the d^h Mooih 
of the Te^r 1670. 
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LETTER III. 

To the Mufti, Venerable Patron of 
Learning and Knowledge. 

FRom thf Clemency I will aot fear a Charge of 
NcgUgcace, in that I havedday'd to pertorm' 
Che Task thou enKMoedft me. Thou know'fl! my Qr- 
cumfhinces, and wHt confide/ That tho" I have 
read Baoksy yet I have not a UhMty of my own* 
Tis true, I often frequent thofc of this City, but my 
Seafbns are limited either to thofe Hours when the 
LiSrsries arc , open'd, or to thofe I can {pare from 
the A£&irs of my Commiflion. I cannoC (erve the 
Gtmm^ SignioTy and foHow my Studies both at oncer 
Yet I hs^eoatpafs'd Frunlfty, and tum'd a Nigard 
of my Time, tiiat I might obey the great Ofdm oT 
Tyue Bilieversf and promote a ffbrk^ for which I have 
ib paflionate a Regard. 

The enciofed Paper contains the Size of the Vo- 
lume, which i conceive will be moft proper for fb 
great a Work, with the Contrivance of the P^;es, 
which I have divided into CsAumns, tluit fb the 
Years of the World, the Date of the Olym^piads, 
with other Remarkable ^^Br/i's, may be rank'd in Or- 
der, each parsdlel with the reft, tod all with the 
Matter treated of at fuch a Time. 

This I have done in the enclofed Paper, not 
thinking it proper to interrupt the Series of my Let. 
ter with a blank Scheme, which is f^ the U£e of 
the Compilers ,^ but to prefelit thee vrith a tranfient 
View of ^eFo$tr MmMrclms'y which haVe made fuch 
a Noife In the World i wherein thou needefl: n<^' 
fear the Fatigue of a tedious contmued Hiftory ; 
for I defign <mly to cull out fuchFalfiges as aremoft 
divertmg,. and worthy of Pcni£d« 
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To begin then with the A0rUn Meiurchy, which 
was the firft of the Four: This Nuion vns, for a 
great while, contented with its oArn Bounds, with- 
out Tccking to encroach on the Territories of otlkcrs. 
And Ninui was the firft of the jijjyrinn Kinri, who 
enlarged his D^minimi byCenquifi. He fubdulil tbe 
greatcft Part of .-*/*•■ *>"* "i^"^ -^ru to the Title . 
of an Empirt. 

After his Death, ftnjiMOTJj his Wife took upon her 
the GovcmmenCi cowntcrfidtingibeFerfiiii of Ninrac 
his S5n, wiiowatyet W a (JhiM. She wore tTi^ 
Habit of aiMan, send being l>ke her Son, pa&'d fin fiim. ' 
as the lawful Succefbr, uniufpedetl. ' This Vfragt- 
enlarg'd the CenatMfii of her Husband, and Iprcad her 
Zmpir* froinl>Mw* to.>Etiti«^Mi and to lay the Fouilr 
dation of ao iqimortal Fame, Ihe built BiAyiam. 

TahcTi fiKceefledJJni)!*! har,$^ of whom no- 
tl)ii^ is tcn#K)^bl4 l»u hif ffemitwcy. For n^- 
leOing the ASir* of Wci he fpent lU hfi Tioos 
aiaoog'hb CfKoJaw. And the fame Stiiu it talicn'd 
oa his Stfcccflbrs, even to- S*r4*nAfMl»s ; . in . who& 
Death the i^J^MH ^t^reky {Itfier'-dan Interruption, 
being cantoniL'd into petty Royalties by the Go- 
vtrntrt of Frtvinttt. Among whooii tiu>& wrho 
ajTuBi'd the Crowo of f*^l*» were gf mo&Notft 
ill regard thqf fo'jft recovcii'd the. broken EtnpiratQ' 
«iol|,(>«^ew^UQit)r. , ;. , :: •■ 

, By «,^CQefli<ni thcfeforeot niBRji Rings, in lefe^ 
lincq tq whofeA^ionsHiflwy tsiloim tieUmMreif.- 
^^£;c^pd t^ifer<ftiflt,di*iMiaif-- In whole Day i tap-'- 
pen'dtbatwondcrfulEt4tV>grtidUi9i>ofth£Sun, tata- 
dflu'd by /A^na^rWAT/iwd others, which occalion'd 
thofp faxna^ ContrOrerites among the Philofiiphcst 
^)4 A^cooomcrs of. that Age, roentiOH'd in'the' 
p«r/w ChronicUi. F« 6h«y. oUbrving; -;tha(--nBti 
only the- Sun, but the whok' PkadlwySyftEm,-/***' 
all the; fisixi Stars WBjt,tock;46 thtf iimc Timft.'iw 
nt Icafi focm'd to dplOnb^gOQ .tomvive^thlt siirioiu: 
Q^cAloi), about [he . Mntwit .of the £ai-£ii,' winch; 
the dl-'Aldeum, and Qympii^k^ioilaJiA hadifbuted' 
before. 



Vol. VII. a Spy at Fair is. 135- 

before^ whea the Sun aod hloon flood ftill at the 
burning of U/t. And it was concluded by fbme of 
thcnij That the Motion of the Earth being granted, 
its (bnding dill, or going back at thefc cxtr.UDrdinary 
Times, would folvc all the Aftronomical Appearances 
better, and in a more Natural Way, than by fuppo- 
ling fucha prodigious Stop to be put to the whole 
Coflcfliol Frame at one Time, or that the everlaftiog 
Spheres fliould be roll'd backwards at the other. 

Tina DiipiAte.was the Occafion of that €imous- 
Cooflux of the ^afitrn Sugts to. B0Syhn» mentionmL. 
in xhc'FirJiM :B4>eu aod Hiftmtms. Vqt- B^Mtm . 
being very inquiiitiye after Kaowledge, and particu- 
lary dciirous.to be infvxrmed ia the Groiwds of this 
preternatural Appearance, fcnt Mellengecs into 
Jttjin, I^iyft, ?erjM, and all tifngikms^ Vfhtort Learn- 
ing flour iih'd ^ invitiag the.4^p^^fr^, Vn^St M^gi- : 
ciant, Prppifets^ and all that had thpChavg^r oiHIfi 
Afr», to come to his Court ot B»kf.lm» where they - 
were magnificently cotertain'd ; and wheix they had • 
fiilly fatislicd all the K.ixig's Denoand), he feixt tihena : 
away laden with Giits and Preiieats; every M^Qtoivn,: 
own Country. 

Arkitmus fuGCceded AU^» in the iqr'pf^iW of 34* 
bslon^ in whofe: Tijne Ecktt4m v/is built. . T^Jiiv). 
iucceeded Belithm^ jifhr^tuklm, BigiM¥i^ M^ffir 
THortUcks j tfter whom th&.^Sng49m wasa»ij».tc(iid|a- 
ted to the J0rMt^3 in the Bueign of £jcb4irkfhU0h ' 
ia the 3 3 3 3dYear of the WorU» And the 24{h.Qlyn^ • 
piad. During the £mpire of thi^J^fiksH^^Mtn the * 
A^'um Ucnarcb, Chiictjmt that hes ovec^againil 
the Imperial City, was built by the Jirscia^s, m the 
afth Olympiad, and the 3 3 29th Year of the Worki. 

To BfihtkrhiUdon fucceeded S^d^idmuiSi^ CkyUtk- 
tms, JMcf^ffwr i in the Rejgn of which lafV, J^(r#^,l 
King of ^gyfti att^smp^ to cut a Canal froiti th« . 
2i2if/# to the Bidr^ik» wherein he empby/d an Hmn-' 
dred and Twenty Thouiaod Bgypntms^i but dtfcou** 
raged by the flow Progrefs they made, and the vaA.: 
Expences he was at» he gave it ov^rt 



136 Letters writ by YcArYll. 

ThisNMicfdlaffar, once more raisVi the Kingdom 
oi Babylon to an Univerfal Monarchy; for before his 
Time it had been for ibme Years in the Hands of the 
AJIyrmns i but he fubdu'd all SyrU, fhrnucUj yttdM^ 
sokdEffft, and expell'd the^rjfr^K4«/ out of A/m, 

To him fucceeded his Son Si^uchadmxxMr, yrho 
dream'd of the F«irr Utnverfal MvtMrchies^ that were 
to fuccecd one another. In his Reign was bom the 
Grtind Cj/rus, who rais'd the Vtrjum MtfiArciy, Of 
hinv it is recorded, that one Night he dream'd, Jhi 
Sun flood at his Ft ir, wh^m hwm Cyrus Tbrk9 at* 
tomftod to Uj hoU «n,jhi Sun as cftm Sfrfftsu^d: 
Which the Idsp interpreted as a fure Sign that he 
ihould reign Thirty Years; which came to pais ac- 
cordingly* 

Durii^; this Reign, there was a notable Dud fought 
between Phtacm, one of the Seven Wife Men of Gr«Ki, 
and P^mmfthe moft renowned Combatant of tho^ 
Days; mr he always won the Prize at theOlyrapick 
Games. He was General of the Athnttom^ and be- 
ing puffd up with his conftant Succefles, he defy'd 
any Man to t (ingle Combat. Pittacm the Sago ac- 
cepted the ChaUenge ; and when they were hotly 
en^^d in the Field, he (iiddexily threw a Silken Net 
over Pkiynom*s Head, and having thus entangled him* 
thruft him through with his Lanco. 

' This was that gMtNoSuckadneKJutr, who having 
befieg^d And taken JtrmfiUnh burnt it down to the 
Ground, raz'd the Wm, and carry'd away aU the 
Jtws with their Riches into Captivity toBahUn^^ 

Afterwards having Conquer*d all the Neighbo|irim|^ 
Nations > he new-built B^^^f^, and enclos'd it witE 
Three Walls: He alio built thoie FmduUks Gsrdiiu, 
renowned throughout the Earth; and made thoib 
Br4««» Gates which were reckon'd among the IV^v- 
dors of the PPbrld. But at length, being puffd up 
with the Thought of his magnificent mrksi hewn 
metamorphos'd into a Satyr or SHvath and dwelt 
Seven Years in the Defarts of ArdSia, hdag a. Com- 
panion of the Brtttis. i/iy Cofmtrymm (bew the 

Places 
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Places of his wild Haunt to this Day, having rccciv'd 
it by TrfUttUm from their Tuthirs, They (ay 
aHb, that ParemUl, the Angel of the ^pods, when 
the Term of fevcn Years was expired, interceeded 
with G^d for NfhwhadmTiXAr^ who thereupon tum'd 
kim into a Man again, and roftor'd him to his Em- 
fhre. He died peaceably in the 344id Year of the 
World, and the 43d of his Reign. 

To him fucceeded Evil-Mirodach, Nerijgiijfor, L^O' 
rifodrchody and LMhvmtus, fn whof^ Time there was 
War between the iM^/Mi/iixij and V9rfums\ wbenCyr- 
rus after many vidorioui Camp^gns> at laft laid 
Siege to B/tiylon^ took the City, and tranflated the 
Empin to the Ferfians j and having fubdoed all the 
H^ft of jifia, even to the Rid StM, be died at Sevei>- 
ty Years of Age ; Commanding his Servants not to 
embalm his Body, nor ufe any coftly Pomp at his JW- 
ner/i/, but burying him decently like a Man, ihould 
caufe this Ephdfh to be writ on his Tom^. 

O Mortalsy I am Cyrus wffo laid the 
Foundation of the Pcrfian Monar^^ 
chy and was Emperor of all Afia : 
Tiherefore envy me not a Grave. 

To him fucceeded Camijfis his EldeH Son, who 
marching with his Army into Egyfty and laying 
Siege to Pflufium, caus'd a great Number of Cows, 
Apes, Birds, and other Animals, to be plac'd in .the 
Front of his Army i knowing that the Bffftians 
worihipp^d fuch for G«/r, and confequeotly would 
forbear to fhoot their Arrows that way i Ey which 
Stratum he took the City, and afterwards con- 
quer'd aU Egypt, carrying away many Thousands 
of the E^tians, with Foreigners reiiding there, 
into Capivhy^ aAiong whom was Tythdgords thjci 
HUofofher, 
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After this, Cjunkyfts fcnt Spits under the Notion of 
AmiAgkdors ro thc'king oiJEthUpimj with richPre- 
ffntf. But the King lulpeding what was their Bu- 
iinwi's, took a Bow in his Hand, and bent it as tho' 
lie wou'.ii ihoot; and giving it to the Spits, he bid 
liierr. carry it ro their MMjier^ and tell him, Thgt 
vhtn ht and his Perlians f^i ItMm^d to btnd Bows tf 
tt..is Sirenphj be might think of im/MiUng Ethiopia, 
AiiJ uot htfort \ for that the iEthiopians wtrt Gimus In 
Vigor, And when the Spies retum*d to Cambyfu^ 
there was no Mm found among his Soldiers, Mfhich 
was able to bend that Bow. Yet he march'd diredt- 
!y towards ^fhiopiJ^ with a great Armv } part of 
which was overwhelmed in the Sands of tne DefitrtSt 
to the Number of Fifty Thoufand, and the idl hcr 
in^ reduc'd, for want of Provilions, to a NecelTity 
ot eating one another, he returned in a great Rage 
to Memphis, where he (lew jipis the GoJ of the Egj/p- 
UAtis, and caused his ^iejts to be maf&cred. He al(b 
Ccw his own Brother, and kiird his Wife, becaufe 
fhe nr.ourncd for him. He fliot VrtMfpts thro* 
with an Arrow, and commanded Twelve Terfum 
Nobles to be buried alive. He fet Fhr to the Tempiesy 
Hafphemed the Gods, and at kft kiU'd himfelf by an 
Accident with his own Sword. 

After his Death, the Magi crown*d one of their- 
own Order, and fct him on the Throne of Perjia, 
giving out that he was Smerdis the younger Son of 
Cyrtis, who had been murder'd by the Command of 
his Brother CMmbyfes, And it was eafy to carry on 
the Fraud, in regard the PerJiMn Kinjrs rarely fiiffcr 
thcmfclves to be feen; which is a Cuftom, thou 
know'ft, obfeiV'd by all the Monarchs of the Eaft, 

One Oftan, a Terjian Prince, firft difcovered the 
Cheat, by means of his Daughter, a Concubine of the 
King's : For flw by hislnftru&ion, tbund out, that the 
King had no Earsj which was a convincing Argu- 
ment that he was one of the Magi, whole Ears Cam- 
tyfcs Jiad commanded to be cut o^ 
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This Ofistn drawing Six other Princes into a Con- 
fpiracy, they rufh'd into the Palace, and kill'd all 
the Mfigiy and lingled out of their own Number, 
one Darius, the Son of Hyftafftsy to fucceed in the- 
Throne. This was not done by Election, but by 
Lot : For they agreed to jnect all together, one Morn^- 
ing, before tl^ Palace-Gates on Horfb-back j. and 
that he whoie Horfe firft neigh'd after the Sun was 
up, fhould be King. This fellto Vsrius's Share, by 
the Stratagem of his 'Squire, or Mafter of the Horfe. 
Then ^e other Princes crown'd him, and made him 
fwear by the Sun and the Fire, that he would never 
put them to Death, or deny them his Prefence. 

But DMrius finding him&l£ curb'd by thele Princes, 
was reiblv'd to rid himfelf of fuch dangerous Com- 
panbns. Wherefore he caus'd a Stove to be built on 
purpoie for a Banqueting-Houfe, and Co artificially 
contrived, that the Fire-place being under the £iXM- 
qaeting-ChMnher^ ihould, in {b many Hours, burn 
afiinder the Pillars that fupported the iaid Chamber* 
and. c;ai^ the Floor to fall down into the Fire. 
Then he invited thefe Princes to a Feaft, whicli he 
held in his Banquet-Houfi : and was merry with chem 
till the Signal was given him. to depart: At wiM|pIv 
Time he left them in the midft of their Mirthi and 
within a while after he was gone, the Floor of the 
Gliambcr fell down, with all that were in it, into. 
the Fire underneath, where the Princes were foon 
conf u m *d to Alhcs . 

After this, Darws manag*d all the Affairs of his 
Empire \Vithout Controul. He rul'd over alt the* 
Provinces of jifia, from InMa to Ethiopia, ' contain- 
ing above a Hundred Kingdomsf. He extended his 
Conquefts to the Provinces of Greece j and fetting 
forth' a prodigious Fleet, he fail'd into the Mtdi- 
terranean Sind Archipelago: He conquer 'd the Iflands 
of the JEgeoHrSea, reduc'd Chalcedony ^nd all the 
Cities along the HelUJpont a^id iropontisj even £^.-. 
su^Hiinm it felf, the prefent Seat of out .^^u^ 'Ejrvw 
fsrmv, . At lengthy hskving reigned ^toC^«o\3i'^^T>BSs-«» 
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to fix Years, he died, and left Xerxes his Son to 
ibcceed him in- the Throne. 

Thou fceft, Great Guide of the Fafthfol, that I 
have not yet reach'd to the End of the Ferfiin My 
fMTchyi whereas I thought to have conaprehended 
all the Four in one Letter >* for I hi?e only touch'd 
upon the mofb remarkable Pailages, omitting the 
main Body of the Hiftory, which it would be tot 
tedious fbr thee to perufe. 

If thou approved what I have written, I will con- 
tinue thus to abbreviate the Hifh)ry of the Verfimr^Mih 
ndonijm, and Roman Empires in other Letters : Bat 
if thou thinkefl what I have already writ, to be a 
Efficient Model for the Q>mpilers of an llniveHal 
Hiih>ry, I fiibroit ta thy Oraculous App<Mtttment3. 

In the mean time, I pray the Xiitg ENraMl, who 
eftablifhes and diilblves all the Empires in- the World, 
and has put into the PoflefTion of^ the OrMnJ Si^nitr 
thofe ample Tra^s of the Earth which formerly be* 
longed to the SucceiTive Monarchies i to extend the 
Limits of the Mnffulman Empire tlurough the Five 
Zones. 

Paris, ijth eftU 6fhMemy 
ef the Tear idyo. 



LETTER IV. 

^0 Mirmadolin, Santonc of the Fale 

of Sidon. 

^ np^ Was a long Time before I could find oat the 
j| true Secret of Human Happinefs. I have 
'or many Years grop'd after it in the Dark i and 
when I thought I enjoy'd a Profpc^l of it, as clear 
as of Things we difcem in the Light of a Mid-day 
Sun, that Sun.wa^ little better than the Sol MertsM- 

* THim. 
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rum. of the aocicnt BMmMnsy whofe Beams ferv'd on- 
ly to giv^e a faint Mock-Glimmering to the Ghofts, 
that wander on this Me Charm^s Ferry ; and iike an 
Igms f/UMus to miQead 'ero up and down the dark 
Suburbs of Mj0umy the Fens and Marihes of the 
Stygian Lake, $o hsLVC I fbaggled all my Life thro' 
unknown ways, feeking the Road to Heaven, yet 
finding nothing but the ?arad^ rf Fools, 
- Sometimes I thought by outward Works of Vir- 
tue, to purify my Idf and gain Perfedlion. I was 
pundoial in obierving every Precept of the Law s 
and perfbrm'4l a few A£b of Supererogation. Con- 
iidmg too much in the Fidelity, and inviolable Faft- 
nefs of mj Wings, the Force of my Religious Pai^ 
fions Mi formed by Nature, afterwards improv'd by 
pious Tutors, I fbove to make Heroick Flights, and 
Ibar' above my Guide. But, ahs!' they were mere 
horrow'd Feathers which bore me up lb long \ dead 
artificial Wings, cemented to my Soul only by Edu- 
cation, Cuftonx, and the^Pra^ice of my Fathers; a 
Compofition of Spiritual Wax, or Glew, which 
could not fbnd the Brunt of hot and fiery Trials, 
but fbon difl(^v'd in my unwarrantable bold Approa«* 
ches to the Sun. So that, in fine, my Wings 
dropD'd piece-meal off, and Fd the Fate of Icarusy 
to &Da Vidlim to my own obftinate Zeal and Raih- 
nefs. 

Surely our Souls are like the ufii^Mn Stable, which 
no human Power, Art, or Induftry, can Jtvcr cieanie, 
did not the Meflengers and Favourites 6f God, like 
Hercules^ teach us the Method of opening a Canal 
from Heaven, and letting in the Torrent of the 
River of Purification from Para^B/e. 

Our Vices, ify</r^like, ftill fbrt. young Infant 
Heads, as fail as we cut off the Old. Whereas our 
Virtues are like the Venetian Treafure, which be- 
ing once (hewed to the Sfanijh Ambaflador in many 
Coffers of Silver, Gold, and Jewels j the wife Caf 
tilian defiring to fee the Bottoms of thofc wealthy 
Chefts turn'd up j when it was dQtw^^ md^^^v&'^sK.- 
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mark, T9wr Rickes have m Roots, ncr groVj liko tbofr 
tny Mufttr does foffefs Vth* Indies. So are all the 
boaftcd Excellencies acquired by human Difcipline, 
more inanimate and dead than the artificial Produc- 
tions of Minerals, Metals and Stones. No tradi- 
tional Chymiftry of Men, can e'er revive a Soul 
that's dead to God. Perhaps, fbme Theological P«- 
racelfusy Helmcnt, or Atmm^ Ifriquij may» irom 
the Aflies of an Original Flower, raifc the Fan- 
taftiek Form of it again j I mean the Cdoar and 
Conrcxture of the Leaves : But none of them is 
able to beftow the Vital Sap, the Seminal Juice, the 
Inward Vcrtue of the once profperous and flou- 
riiTiing Vegetable. No Mortal can repair what 
jidam once deftroy'd. That Frotofiaft has ruin'd 
us all. 

Well thcA! Mdfl: we defpair of Remedy ? Shall 
we) decamp^ apd ftieakingly retire to Hell, becaufe 
'wte cannot take Heaven by Storm, nor undermine 
it ; nor hiave recourfe to Stratagems; nor bribe the 
Oarrifon ; or make a Party amongft the Celeftial 
Burghers? No, Let's rather lie entrench'd within 
t>ur felves, till Heaven (hall voluntarily open its Gates, 
jand Eilly forth in Love, to invite and lead us in* 
' Oh ! thrice^happy Samoney thou haft ezporienc'd 
'What Ifay. My Refolution is to follow thee, by 
fuffcring my felf to be gradually abdicated from the 
World/ and from my own Will. Vouchiafeto in- 
ftru^ me in the Method, left Sdf-love mifguide me 
to my RuiUr 

In the mean while, repofe thou in the Bofbm of 
God, which is the Bed-Chambcr of Holy Souls. 

!.. Paris, I ft of the ^thMoon, 
. ' €f tbt Year i6yQ, 



V^t- 
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LETTER V. 

7h the Selidar Aga, or S word-Bearer 

to the Sultan. 

1 Shall entertain thee now with a Medley of Reh- 
tioQS^ ibme coutainiog News of the frelbeft Date, 
others only in&rming thee of things done many 
^MoonsagOy. yet.pleaunt .enough in the Rj:heariai. 
However, I beg of thee to accept this as a Teftimony 
of my Devoir and Regard $ m that I have Abundance 
of Letters to write^ many Friends to gratify, and 
cannot fend the fame Matter to all. I am forc'd to 
parcel out my Intelligence, and fuit every- Letter to 
the G^niu$.and Station of him to whom. I addrefs. 
'Knowing, therefore thy particular Inclinations, I (ball 
.frrfcnt thcc^with fbmething very agreeable. ; 

No -doubt, but thou art acquainted with the Chrif* 
tians CamAvtd, which i$ a Time of puhlick Joy, Li- 
centigufnefs and Sport. This Y«ar the King and Queen 
oi Trance obferv*d it with wonderful Magnificence 

Amoqg their other Divertifements ; they were 
.prefente4 with a Pl^y whereip two Rival Princes, 
.hy;^n ingenious Emulation, fbove to outvy oach 
Other in regaling a Rrincefs equally bclov'd byboti. 
The Rcpreientatipp was very, fair, and full of Ma- 
.jefty. On the Rigfetrhand . of the Theatre appcarM 
j^follo in the Air, returning to his Heaven^ after, be 
had chas*d and routed all the Cyclop, with the Ser- 
pent Vython, On the Left was feen the fiime God 
on the Top of farnajfu^y in the midft of the Nme 
MnfeSi fcattering Flowers on the Arts and Sciences, 
wjbich Wjsre ^at the Foot of the Mountain. Then; a 
Veil being drawn ffide, difcovered a Sea, furpri- 
%\t^y natur^ and fine. In the midfl of which, the 
Gods of many fapaous Rivers appeared feated on 
Kocks, with Truons su^d Cfifidi r^g'd on each Side 



144 Letters writ by Vol. VII. 

upon the Backs of Dolphins, Then from abovci 
amidil the Clouds, Kii\g JE,oIhs appeared, laying his 
flraight Commands upon the Winds^ that they im- 
mediately retire into their Caverns, excepting only 
Zifhjr, who, for his loft and gentle Breezes, wis 
permitted to be prclcnt at this Feaft, after which, 
came Neftune riding in his Cockle Chariot, drawn 
by Four Sea-Horfcs, attended by a Train of GmI^ th^t 
dwell within the Deep. 

Immediately the Scenes chang'd into a Champiao, 
rcprefenting the delicious Field of Tvmft \ wlitre a 
mod excellent and agreeable Comedy was a6ted, to 
the Satisiadtton of all the Court, I leave the Dances, 
Interludes, and other Novelties to thy Imagination. 
AfTuring thee, that all was aftoniihibg and magnifi- 
cent. 

But not to entertain thee k>nger with thefe emp- 
ty Trifles, I ihall now acquaint thee with fomething 
of Importance j which is a Peace concluded between 
this K.mg and the State of Algiers, On the aW of 
the id Mom, the Count de Guiche brought the Ar- 
ticles of the Treaty to the King, from the Hands of 
the Marqifcifs del Marrel, Lieutenant-General of the 
French Fleet in the MedherrMntMn, 

If thou wouldfl know the Particukursof this Agree- 
ment, read the inclos'd Paper : As for Matter of 
1»'aft, all the French Slaves at Algiers were inme- 
diatcly released upon the Signing and Sealing the 
Treat)r, and deliver'd up to the Fre»rA Commander: 
with Ibme French Veflels alfb which they had fcix'd* 
And fo difhonourabie are their Capitulations, that 
at the fame Time they have yielded up a Ship of 
theirs, which the French had taken from them, for 
ever quitting all Claim to it. 

in the Beginning of Mm, the King took his Jour- 
ney to Flanders, to vifit his new Conquefts there. 
This put his Enemies into a great Confternatioot 
fearing that he had fome Delign upon them. They 
began to be upon their Guard, and prepare for a 
iiiddcn Surprize. But the King perceiving their A- 

lacA 
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krm by his Spies, fcnt them AfTurance on his Royal 
Word, that he would do them no Violence at this 
Time. 

However, he fbon after fent the Marefchal de 
Crequi into Lorrsin, with a Force con(iderable enough 
to reduce that Prince to Reaibii» who had not kept 
his Paride with him in ieveral In (lances. The £f- 
fe6t of this Expedition was the reducing Fonts- 
MoHfoHy Ejpinal, Cha/le, Longwy, and all the Princi- 
palityjof Lorrain to the French King's Obedience: So 
that the poor Duke is forced to feek his Refuge in 
foreign Courts. 

Noble jiga, this Duke is not to be pitied, being 
very imgrateful, and a peri^ Madman. He owes 
his Liberty and Life to the King of Iranct^ yet 
could not forbear plottmg ^ainft him* Now he is 
defervedly chaftifed for his Folly. So may all thofe 
iu£fer, who abufe their Benefadors. But upon the 
Benign and Good, may the Favours of Heaven reft 
tiU the Splitting of all Things, 

Paris, tht i ^th pfthe ^th fdoon^ 
rf thiXfSr 1670. 



LETTER VL 

Jo Ifouf, bis Kin/man, a Merchant at 

Aftracan. 

1 Received thy Letter, and perus'd it with much 
Complacency, finding thy Sentiments very agree- 
able to Reaibn. Yet give me leave to warn thee 
of an Excefs which thou ar]: running into. For I 
have had Experience of its ill Confequence. 

Thy Loiles have made thee melancholy,- and the 
%audttlcnt Dealing of thy Correipondct)Xs> ^^Ovai^^ 

H "^2^ 



1 
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and fuppofcd Friends has taught thee to declaim 
againft Friendftiip, Men and Bulincfs : And not 'only 
fy, but it fecms thou haft taken a Rciblution to a- 
bandon all worldly Afiairs, Plcafures and Engage- 
incnts whatibever i and turn Faquir, Erenut, or 
J>ervich at leaft. For thou art diigufted at humaa 
Society, and weary of all Things but Solitude. 

I muft confefe, Jfouf, thcfc arc very generous 
Thoughts, and pious Refblves. But they arc not 
eafily put in Prafticc. They are Undertakings fit 
only for perfect Saints, Men of unblemiih'd Lives, 
and fre^ from all forts of Vice i Perfbns who have 
a Stock of Temperance, Chaftity, Prudence, Jaftice, 
Fortitude, Patience, Humility, and all the other 
Virtues i a Fund of Magnanimity, which can ne- 
ver be exhaufted by any Temptation, Difficulties or 
Perils that ufually ailault and environ fuch as enter 
into fo auftere a Courfe of Life. 

Wilt thou be able to endure the unrelenting, ri- 
gicl Cold of Winter m the Defart, where there arc 
no Chimneys, Hearths or Stoves, or any. other Me- 
thod of keeping Fire to warm thee by? Can'ft thou 
iliflain the ragiog Blafls of- Boreas at that Seaibn, or • 
the killing Tempefts of North-Eafttrn Winds, which 
'blow from hu and fill the Air, the. Earth, and Sea, ^ 
vfith baneful Mifts, Frofts, Ice, Snow, Sleet and 
other chilling Meteors, out of their £ternal Magar 
zines, within the jir^ick Circle, which Ovid (SUs 
the TyigidZmeS 

There are many other- Extremities to which a 
Man's cxpofed in luch a- iblitary State. Nor wilt 
thou be leis liable to Inconvenicncies and Hard- 
{hips, if thou ftiouldft ramble as a Faquir up and 
ddwn the World. Miich lefs could'ft thou endare 
the fad Reftraints and Mortifications of a Convent. 
ThouMft hardly live out thy Novitiate with Pa- 
tience. It goesagainft the Grain ot Nature to obey 
anoiher^s Will, in every trifling Matter that he 
• commands. Thou muft not eat or drink, but thj 
Superior will ict the Place, the Timcj and lAaor 
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ncr of thy Diet 5 which will be irkfbrac to thy 
fipce-born Soul. And then thou muft forfakc thy 
amorous Plcafures for ever i forfweafing alfb the 
very Thoughts of Money, or of being rich. I tell 
thee, thou muft refolve to become a religious Drone, 
fit for nothing but to mumble o'er thy Beads, or 
turn the fupcrftitious Round, till thou art giddy J* 
or dance an Hour together to the Mufick of a thou* 
{and HeH*s and Hei's noarily croaked out in frantick 
Tones by thee, and all thy Brethren Derviches, till 
ye are fick, and foam at Mouth : Then your Devo- 
tions are thought meritorious. Can'fl thou digeft 
thefe iacred Fooleries ? Or grant this to be a ratio- 
nal Service . of the Divinity, as fbme will plead ; 
who fay, we ought to employ each Member, and 
all our Faculties, in praiiing him that made'emj yet 
cand thou brpok a Confinement all thy Days, to 
this Religious State? 

. I tell thee, Ifouf, I have been often tempted in this 
Manner,, to forlake the SuUan's Service, with all 
other Engagements of the World, and throw my 
fclf into a Convent, or fpend the Rcfidue of my 
Pays in fbme obicure and fblitary Comer ot a De- 
iart ; yet I found at length, that this was nothing 
but Delufion, and the fubtlc Sophiftry of that malr- 
cious Daemon, who envies Man his Happinefs* 'Tis 
he that whifpers Arguments of Difcontcnt and Mur- 
-tnuring into our Souls, watching his Opportunities 
.when any thing gives us exquilite Pain or Grief, to 
drive us to Defpair. 

So have I fometimcs labour'd under an intolerable 
■ Anguifh of Mind, befides the fretting Maladies 
of Flefh and Blood, with outward CroHes in my 
Fortune, Then have Iwiflicd my fdf in fbme dark 
-Gaycrn of the Earth, or on the folitary Top of .J3r- 
nerif, where I Ihould conveifc with none but Spi- 
fits and Ddmons dwelling above the Clouds. Or elfe 
I coveted the melancholy Retirements of the LilyMn 
Defart, which affords no other Society than thac of 
Lions» Tygers^ Psagons, and odicx ^&cd&» ol ^t^- 
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when thefc Wiflics have appeared too extrava* 
grant and wild, 1 then retrenched my Thoughts, and 
pitched upon fbme other manner of Life, equally 
promiling Comfort, yet lefs threatning and dange- 
rous, i gave my felt up wholly to Prayer and Faft- 
iag for a while, thinking to hold out thus for ever* 
^o fenfible a Pleafure attends thefe Exerciics, that 
at certain Moments a Mao's all Rapture, Edtafy 
and I know not what. He is apt to think himieUF 
in fome new Worlds A facred Pride invefts his 
Soul. He feems all Ma}e(!by within; an infeparable 
Companion of the Immortals, and the darling Friend 
of God. Whereas all this refults but from the Ven- 
tilation of his Blood by vocal Oralfi)ns ,* and is no 
jmorc than a mere natural Operation, whereby his 
Lungs are artificially breathed, and gently forced to 
difembogue their over-heated Airs, their thick ca- 
liginous Vapours, which fill the Heart, and al^ the 
reft of the Vitals with Seeds of Melancholy, Fear, 
Sufpicion, Grief, and other dc^efiil PaiHons. 

But mark the Zealot, when his Prayers are over, 
h's Fad is done, and all his fervent pious Difcipline 
is accomplilb'd : how like a Hyfocrhe he looks and 
i£ts^ How formal. in his Carnage; or at leaft, how 
vain and light ? He either heaves out fulibme hy- 
pochondriack Sighs, with fupercilious Looks, and 
Chaps fet like the Furrows of a fowre-fiiced Hadpi 
. or elfe he*s tickl^i into a loud ungovernable Laugh- 
ter, and all his Carriage is ridiculous and wanton. 
Either his Hunger, Third and Faintnefs, the ufual 
Effedl of fuch cxccfTive Devotion, makes him pee- 
vi(h, cholerick, and unmortiHed; or elfe he is as 
a}ifh as a Cat. 

Human Nature canhot abide along in the fame Hu- 
ifjuir ; and thofe that ftem to be always even-tem- 
pi r'd People, like the C/i/pian Sea without Ebb or 
Flow, are only Conterfcits and Politicians. There 
h an Art to conceal one's PafTions, but there is none 
tl at can annihilate them. V e change from one 
^tk&loxk Appetite and Defirc to another. Our 
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Inclinations circulate with our Blood. They are 
transformed each Minute, Hour and Day; they 
vary like the Wind and Weather. Therefore never 
think of taking an eternal Pleature or Diftafte m 
any thing here bdow. Prayes is good in its Turn, 
I mean, the vocal Afpirations. So are Fading, Ab- 
ftinence, and otJier Religious Severeties. But if all 
Men ihould be Pbrpetually at theie Exercifes, God 
in a little time would nave but few Adorers on 
Earth. The Ground muft be left untillcd; the 
Fields would quickly bring forth Oops of Briars 
and Weeds, inflead of Coriv. The Gardens then 
muft turn to Wilderneflcs. There would be then 
no need of Millers, Bakers, and the other Trades, 
whoie Livelihood depends upon the Husbandman. 
And fb for want of proper Suftenance, Mankind 
muft quickly periih. 

I do not argue againft thofe wha fcem to be con- 
ftellated to afolitary Lifej or by Ibme fpecial Grace 
-'of God, are ftrcngthened to^ enduFe the conftant 
Hardftiips of an Hermitage: Such as the illuftrious 
and great Mohammed of Motrnt Uriel \n Arabia, who 
is our holy Trofhet's Tenant and Succellbr, in the 
CavecfH^mders, Such alfb is Ilch Rend H«, the ce- 
lebrated Bramin of Cachemire in Iruiia, who lives on 
the Top of an high Mountain , is a hundred and- 
twenty-three Years old 5 foretels Things to come, 
refblves all Doubts* gives infallible Counlck heals 
divers Difeales, works fome Miracles i and in Fine, 
iays and doc» all Things by a Spirit worthy of Ad- 
miration. 

The Mountaifl whereon this Philbibpher or Pro- 
phet dwells J fcems to be the Land-mark between 
Summer and Winter, For one Side of it is always 
cover'd with Snow, the other with Bloflbms, Flow- 
ers, Herbage and Fruits. This over-looking a fpaci- 
ous Valley, which they call the Varadife of the £/?/? ; 
that afibrding a Prorpe<a little taore agreeable or fair, 
than what the ?oets fpcak of the Rifhean Hill, 



1 50 Letters writ by Vol. VII. 

Itch Rend Hu has his Habitation in a Cave or Grot, 
which pailcs through the Rock, as VirgiPs does near 
Naples in Italy y which thou hail: fccn. 

In this myLtcrious Station, he appears'like .^Ihs, 
Lord ot I he Weather: For 'tis certain, he commands 
the Winds to blow or ccafe at the lead Word, with- 
in the Verge of his accuftomed Walks. If any Pcr- 
foh dare profane the Silence of the Sice with Words, 
or other ruder Noife ; they arc immediately furpriz'd 
with dreadful Storms of Thunder, Lightning, Wind, 
Slid Rain j fuch as ieem to threaten the Diilbiution 
of all Things: Which makes all Men in thofe Parts 
hold Ilch Rend Hu in great Veneration. He is the 
only Oracle of the Indies, They lefbrt to him from 
the neighbouring Provinces and Kingdoms, in all 
their Difficulties. The Grandees of Pe^/i, Tibett 
ani Cathay, fend to him honourable Prefents, deli- 
ring his Counfel in Matters of Peace and War. Nay, 
I hey make devout Pilgrimages to him from the 
Kingdoms of Jknqain and China, He is the uifolk 
of the Eaft, 

Jjcufi it would be fome Encouragement for thee 
and me to embrace a Iblitary Life, if we might ever 
•hope to attain fuch wonderful Pcrfedions. But, as 
we have hitherto liv'd in the World, and flain'doar 
Iclves wi^h the common Vices of Mortals, wc can- 
not prefume to merit thele extraordinary Favours : 
Our o.d Habits are rooted in us j and if we have 
Time and Strength to plant new ones in their ftead» 
yet they will not grow up to Maturity, but with 
many Years : For, believe me, Coufin, no body be- 
comes a Devil or a Saint all at once, 

Paris, the 6th of the i uh Mooth 
ef the Tear i6yo* 
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LETTER VJL 

^0 /'i6tf Chiaux^ Bafla. 

IT appears, That the King of France's Fortunenot 
only procures him conftant ViAories and Tri- 
umphs in EHrcfe, buffifuch a Redown and Chara^er 
m foreign Countries, as ftiroulates the mofl remote 
Princes, and'puiflant Monarchs of the Earth, to 
court his Alliance and Friendfhip. 

Here is at this preient, an Ambaflador come from 
the G>afls of Gumej in Africk, being fcnt by the 
King of Arder, one of the greatefl Sovereigns ia 
thofe Parts, pofTefling an abfolute and uncontroula- 
ble Authority over his Subjed^s, as xhe Grand Sei^iffr 
does over the faithful Ofmans, But we will not com- 
pare the narrow Limits of his Dominion with the 
vaft and unbounded Extent of the Muffulman Empicr, 
the Inheritance of our fliblime Sultan^ the Lord of 
the Globe at large. Suffice it, that this Black Prince 
is a wife Man, descended of a Race of Sages -y anjd> 
that Policy of State is as natural to him, as com- 
mon Craft or Cunning to the meaneft of the Vul« 
gar. He knows how to make War, or Peace abroad, 
and to keep his Subjects in awe at home. 

Surdy there is a Fore* and Charm in the deri- 
vative Blood of heroick and wife Anceftors, whicJi 
fecretly inlpircs their Offspring with Maxims and 
Principles agreeable to the Inclinations, Aims, and 
Purpoles of^ the Family from whence they defcend • 
And where 'tis experienc'd othcrwifc, it may b^ 
fuppofcd that Change of Climate, unhappy Mar" 
riages, or (bme over- ruling Misfortunes in th^ 
World, have caused the Degeneracy. For fo fbme 
noble Vegetables of Afia, and other Quarters of 

H 4 ^^^ 
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the Earth, lying near the Sun, will not profpcr, if 
once tranrplantra into the cold and barren Soils of 
Northern Eurofe, Thus Povcrt7, Dii^race, and other 
ab)e6l Circuti{lances> chili the greatefl Spirits, and 
fpoil their Growth. Yet'^therc is an inborn Excel- 
lency in fomc Natures, which with Evennefs fiip- 
ports the Strokes of Fortune, and pufhes through 
all Difficulties to attain its End. 

So this great African King, informing Jhimfclf 
not on'y by Fnnch VcfTels trying in his Ports, but 
alfo by other Ships of ChrijMUm^ of the Grandeur 
of the French King, his Wealth and Puiilance by Sea 
and Land, wirh the vaft Intereft and Traffick he has 
in both the Indies, thought it high time to feek his 
Friendfliip, whof&Enmity would, in all Probability be 
very fiital to him : For he had heard ot his Conquefh 
hr and widet 'Tis no matter, whether by Valour 
or good Condu6^, we make ourfelves happy. One 
is as laudable as the other, in the unequal War wb 
arc engaged in with Tatey Providence, and Chunce i 
wirh jingels, Men, and Devils j with Hesiven, Earth, 
and Hell, 

1 fpeak this in reference to the celebrated Prowr 
tk. Magnanimity, Riches, and Strength of this 
Negro King; who need not yieW to the King 
of Benin, his next Neighbour, and the moft potent 
of all the South-weftern maritime Princes of jifrkk, 
nor to any ot his other Neighbours beiides; yet 
could not think himfelf fafe, or be at reft, till he 
had fent his Embafly to the King of France, offer- 
ing his Lands, his Havens, his Seas, and whatfb- 
ever was within his Jurifdiiftion, to this great Mon- 
arch. 

The Addrefs which his Ambaflador made to the 
French King deferves Remark. For after the ufiial 
Obeilances at the Foot of the Throne, he went up 
Three Steps, and then proftrating himfelf three 
times on his Face and Bdly, he clapp'd his Hands 
in token of Reverence, and put his Fingers on his 
Eyes, to (hew th^t he was not able to behold the 

L\ifttc 
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Lu(be of fo jnuch Majcfty. This is the Trench Inter- 
pretation of his Carriage: But I tell thee, 'twas ra- 
ther deiign'd as a Precedent to the Trtnek Ambafla- 
dors, if any Ihould be fenr to Gmney^ where 'tis the 
6uftom of the Country for all Foreign Minifters to 
obfenre the fame Ceifmonies to the King of Ardnt 
and other Princes his Neighbours. 

Thefe Eurppeans, becauie they firfl: found out the 
Art of Navigation*, or at leaft, firft improved it to 
the Dtfcbvery of many remote I Countries, vtlue 
themfelves too high i imagining, that all the Nati- 
ons, formerly uniuiown^ are Fools; and know not 
themfelves and their own Strength. They thought 
*twas impofllble to find In jifrkk or jtmerka, Em- 
pires, Kingdoms, and Commonwealths, as flrong 
and well-govern*d, as thofe in the Hermita^ of 7^ 
fket: But 'tis a damn*d Mifhke. For the Moil 
High is impartial in the Diftribution of his Gifts 
and Favours : Thoie' deQ>icable Blacks, whom all 
the Princes and Nobles of Etirope and jifia buy as 
Slaves, being bom of the Vulgar, are neverthelefs 
come out ot R^'ons, where Power, Riches, and Wii^ 
dom, are ais much va their Zmth, as in thefe Wkf- 
tern Countries, 

They are all outwardly Flefli atid Blood, as we 
are, notwithftanding the Contrariety of our Coloursa 
And as for their Souls» they are even juft as capable 
of Knowledge and Ignorance, Retfon and Folly, 
Vice and Virtue, Piety and Prophanenefs, Superfti- 
tion and Atheifm, as we are, who pretend to be 
i.ords of the World, and all Things. 

May thou and I pradile Moderation, and not con- 
temn any qi human Race, though they be the Qa- 
fhars of Mojdmbique, But let us always remember 
the old Turkifh Proverb, That 'tis not good or f aft to 
point in Mockery behind the Grand SigniorV Back. Adieu. 

Paris, ^d of the nth Moon, 
of the Tear 1670. 
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■ LETTER VIIL 

^0 Mohammed, the IlIuJiriousSQlixsirf 
of Mount Uriel in Arabia, 

THE grand' Root of the common Injuftica 
which Men are guilty of tn reference to the 
Beads, and of the Intemperance with which tber 
corrupt thcmfelvcs, I perceive is a falfc Principle 
which they have cfl:abli{h*d,denymg the Capacity and 
Uic of Reafon to all Living Creatures but themfelves. 

This Error was firft publickly maintain'd by the 
Teripatetkks, Stoicks, and EfUureMns ; and afterwards 
by Claudius of Naples, out of a particular' Averfion 
they had for theDo6lrincs of PythagcrMs and EmfC' 
docUsi two famous Patrons of Abflinence. 

HeracUtus Tonticus undertook to eirplain the Sen- 
timents of the former 5^5/, and Hfr/^r^thofeof 
tKc latter. But both of them fccm to cdnfidj^ more 
in the httle Tricks and Arts of Sophiftry/ than to 
ufe true Reafon. For at tfie firft Mky of their 
Skill, they ftrive to caft a Mift in the Reader's Eyes, 
by dividing the Generations of Living Cpeatnres, 
into fuch as are endu'd with the Faculty of Reafon, 
an J fuch as \^nt it. Whereas thou know'ft it is 
an fndubitalle Maxim in the Eafiern Philofophy, that 
every Tiling vvhich partakes of Senfe, has alfb Rea- 
fon. For, 'tis the Mind alone which fees, hears, 
(^c. the Body of itfcif being ' dea£ blind, and void 
uf all Scnlc. It is evident theiefdre, that ffhcc the 
Bcafts do ice, hear and perform all Other Afllons pf 
Senfe, they have alfo what the Greeks call yvf, or the 
Mifidy in them, which is the very Seminary, or na- 
tive'Scat of Reafon. 

*Tis true, indeed, we cannot affirm, that they 
pofleis a Reafon fb perfe6t as ours ; fincc that'Per- 
fie^ion is acquired by Difcipline, which the Gene- 
rality 
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rality of the Brutes want. They have no Collegcf" 
or Schools, where the Arts and Sciences arc pro- 
fcfs'd and taught by Rules. Nature is their only 
Schod-Miftrcfs, and they learn her Inflru^ions with- 
abundance of Promptnefs and Sagacity. They arc 
educated in the open Elements, as in an Academy, 
or Univ^erfity founded by the Creator of all Things: 
where every Thing they encounter, ferves as a Book 
to teach them all the Knowledge which is neceflary 
to their Well-being on Earth. And they need no 
more. 

'Tis manifcft alft>, that fbme Sfuies and Indhl" 
duals are more capable of learning what is taught 'em 
than others: Even as we difcern the fame Difference 
among the various Nations, Families, and Perfbns of 
Men. But we do not ufc to fay of inanimate Things, 
that this Piece of Wood is more apt to learn than 
another : as a Dog is more tradable and docile than 
a Hog : Kor ot immoveable Things, that This 
is flower than Tliat : Nor of Things which want 
Senfej that a Stone is duller of Apprehenfion than a 
Piece of Iron. So could we not probably affirm of 
Animals i that oiie h more crafty and fagacious 
than another 5 more provident, chafte, temperate, 
cleanly, arid the like Epithets 5 if they were not -by 
Nature capable of Knowledge and Virtue. And 
yet we daily fee all this is true, in comparing one 
Species of Living Creatures with another ; nay, and 
one Jndvul'dHMl of the fame Khid with fome of its 
Fellows; -• 

When uintipater accused AfTes and Hogs of Nafti- 
nefs, he did not confidcr how accurately nice 
and curious the Lypxcs and Cats ar^, which 
with fb much Diligence and Care hide their Ex- 
crements,- that they can never be feen or fmelt a- 
gain. So the Swallows trtch their Young to mute 
over the Bdms- of the Ncft. All which txt Argu- 
inents of their Prudence and Difcretion. Doubt- 
efs, every Animal has its peculiar Gift and Excel- 
ency. One is more tpick-fighted than another -^ 

H 6 ^^^^% 
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this has better Ears than that \ a Third iiirpafles in 
the Gocxincfs of his Scnell, or the Swiftnefs of his 
Feet. Let not vain Man therefore boaft and infult, 
as if he were the ible Engrofler of all WiiBom and 
Virtue j (ince the Beafts of the Field, the Birds of 
the Air, the Filh of the Sea, with all the Genera- 
tions of Reptiles, Infers, and whatfbever is endu'd 
with Life and Senf<» poiTefs their Shares as well as 
he. 

It is manifeft alfo, that there are various Princi- 
ples of Folly, Injuftice> and all manner of Ignorance, 
Error, and Vice in human Nature, equal to what 
we can poflibly find in the reft of the Animals, 
whom we fb much defpife. And 'tis a Queftion, 
Whether even the very Sea-Horfe, who murders his 
Father, and for that Reafbn was by the antient "Eij^ 
uans made the Hiereglyphick of Impiety ^ may not 
juftly exchange his Chara&er with fbme of human 
Race, who make their Parents the continual Mar- 
tyrs to their Ambition, Pride, Eiivy, Avarice, and 
other Vices. 

I would fain know. Whether any Man woul4 not 
take it ill, to be told he is Blind and Deaf, becaufe 
he cannot See and Hear fb quick as fbme of the 
Beads ? Or, that he is a Cripple, becaufe he cannot 
outrun a Hart I Certainly a ftrong Man deierves that 
Chara£ker, tho* he cannot pretend to match the 
Strength of a Camel, or an Elephant. And (hall we 
then fay, that the Beafts have no Reafbn or Virtue, 
becaufe they cannot difcover thofe Qualities fb ar- 
tlEctally asMen. 

Befides, do not all Privations fiippofe fbme Ha- 
bits ? And is not Madnefs a Privation of the Habits 
of Reafbn and Prudence ? If therefore Dogs, Bulls, 
Foxes, and other Animals, are known to be fbme- 
times mad, (hall we think it lefs fit to fay of them, 
that they are . out of their Minds, or Wits, than 
to affirm the fame of Men ? And if Compos, or 
iJon Compos Mentisj are proper ExprefTions of any 
Beafb> when it is fbbtr, or mad i who, that is not 

deprived 
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deprived of Reafon himfclf, can deny, that they 
have the PofTeffion of that FMcidty by Nature, as 
well as he? 

As oft as I trouble thee with Letters on this Sub- 
jc€t, thou may'ft conclude, I am newly awaken'd to 
a Senfe of my Error, in not religioufly obferving 
the Sacred In/Htution of AbJ^nence ; which ought to 
be the Natural Confcquence of thefe Thoughts: For, 
in a word, if it be lawful to kill the Animals for 
the fake of Food, I think we may as well turn 
CMrmiMs, and eat the Flcfh of our purchased Slaves, 
or of our Captive Enemies, «ver whom we have, by 
the Law of Nations, an equal Right as to their 
Life and Death, as over our Eeafls. 

Abflemious Sage, I leave thee to the Divine In* 
fpirations of the Gimtts, which poflefles that Holy 
Cave : I leave thee to the &cred Whifpers of Winds 
from Eden, and to the Sweets of an innocent Soli- 
tude, which admits no other Society than that of 
Angels, or Beafts. 

Paris, 16th of the id Moon, 
rfthe Ttar i6ji. 
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LETTER IX. 

, Tta Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at 

Venice* 



I Received thy lafl Difpatch, which informs me, 
that thou art commanded to remove from f^ 
mci with all Speed pofTible, and to vi^ Naples, Ge- 
noa, Rtme, Fadua, MiUn, Florence, with the other 
chief Cities of Jtafy: In fine, that thou art not to 
make a long Refidence, or take up thy Abode any 
where i but after the Manner of a Traveller, to be 
always in a moving Poflure 'from Place to Place, 
from one Province and frinclpality to another i that 
thou mayeft take a jufl: Eftimateof the Strength and 
Riches, ofr each State, through which thou (h2t pais : 
That thou mayeft dive into their Counfels, ob&rve 
their Motions, watch their Dcfigns, and tranfmit thy 
Remarks to the Minifiers of the Jiufuft DhiAih 
the MyflerioMj Cabinet oT the Earth's great. Stve" 
uign. 

There may be lefs of Profit in flich a Percgrina- 
.tion for theprefcnt, than in thy conflant Refidence 
at Vemce, where thou art eftabliflied in a fettled Way 
of Merchandize. But thou wilt find abundance more 
Pleafure: And if thou acquitted thy felf fuccefsfully, 
the Grand Seignior will reward thy Merit. Befides, 
thou mayefl meet with ii thoufand Opportunities of 
Traffick, even in tfajr-TiV^Vfis. An a(&ive and di- 
ligent Spirit cannot fail of Sleans to advance its own 
Intereft in any Part of the World j and thou doll not 
want a Stock of Money to fupport thy honeft Un- 
dertakings. 

Thou wilt meet with a new Sort of Italians, 
where-ever thou (halt fct thy Foot : That People 
being (h-angcly mix'd, and defccnding from feveral 
N^dOns. Every City has a different Genius -, which 

is 
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is ib remarkable and confpicuou^ that they have all 
got peculiar Epithets: As Kwwf the Holj^, Naples the 
GemeeU Florence the Fair, Bokuia the Fat, Milan 
the Large, Ferrara the Civil, Bergamo the Subtle, 
Genoa the Pr^iy^;, P4<dW« the Strong, Siena the .sirM* 
Wiiw^, Mantua the Glorious, Lucca the lndufiriQi$s, Ra^ 
njenna the M/7^> Capua the Amorous, Urbin the Z^^/, 
F<?rtf»» the Worthy, Brefcia the Fortified, Friuli the 
^»/0», Bjmini the G0(?4f ^ and fb of the rel^.- 

Beware of contra^ng Friend (hip with any J/ii* 
/j/»»: And if thou doft engage* be cautious how thou 
giveft a juft O^Bsnce. Thou can*ft not be too ten- 
der in this Point: For as the J//i/M»rare very con* 
ftant where they have once pitch'd their A£tc6tion> 
£0 are they inexorable in their Revenge, where they 
ap{>rehend their Love abufed ; and they are the moft 
jealous People in the World. If thou haft made two 
falfe Steps, never feek to repair thy Faults by After^ 
Submiilions, but fly : For thou haft wounded his Soui^, 
and he will never pardon .th<^ or let thee live to be 
guilty of aflQther A^^nt^ They; have a qommoi) 
Maxim in thiy. Cafe, *He thlBtt^ ;VrQQgs me Tv\fipj!w 
< '(is his Faults but if I let; him jmjuremethe third 
^ Time, the Blame is my own* 

The wifeft G>urfe is to be civil and modeftly rc- 
iervedi not to be- too firaok and open in Ddicourfil, . 
or loo&in Carriage. For thisiays^ Mannakc^d, apd 
expoic^ hin^ to the Contempt itnd Cen^fc; of^ch 
as are more compofed and reCKiti/?dod ;; ^nd tli[is..is 
the peculiar Ch^u^qr of the Italian^, * That > they 
* think, mere than tkey fpeak,. and .^re many times 
/ diiguftedar theP^ibn on wiiom they. &! lie. ! 

When thou art oit the Roads in Apl^li^ and Camfa* 
nia. when thou beholdeft the B^uti^s of .that luxii- 
riant Soil, and thy Smell is raviflied with tli^: fra- 
grant Odoui's of the; Hedges, and s^joirvng Groves j . 
think on £/k/ff^i Faradifii if>r yrhatibevcr. Plage 
Nature hast m^dp delightful i and'ifay,..! muft be in 
thisCwwwj', i9i: inipme Region very like k. • 
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As thou ibjouraeft at Naples, remember with what 
Pleafure Vhpl pafs'd away his Time there. Twas 
in that happy Air, that Hwaee penn'd his admirable 
Poems. There Livjf wrote the Romdn Hi/hij, and 
Simca his Morals. From thence we have the PfMfs 
of Statifts, Claudiant Lauremms VoUm, and mafty 
other Liarmd IVriters* 

Forget not when thou art at Gen$ay the former 
Glory of that Commenweahhi how once (be did pof^ 
CksSarMnis, Cyprus, Lisbos, Chois, and did extend ha 
Conquefts to Tera near Cof^aminopU : How (he entered 
the Black Sea, planted^ a Celoty of Getfoefe at Caffa, 
and ftretch'd her Dominion to the River Jknais. 

Thou wilt find Matter of Coiitemplati^n in Ft/a, 
Milan, fadua, and all the Cities of Italy. But 
when thou art at Rnrn, 'twould be a kind of Sacri- 
lege not to caft back thy Eyes, and view her an- 
tient Glory, when fhe was the Miftrefs of the 
World 'r when (he had three Millions of Men with- 
in her Walls, and a hundred and fifty Millions <^ 
Gold in Yearly Revenue : When ihe kept in con- 
ftant Pay, at home and abroad. Six hundrod five and 
forty thonfind Meuv Her Foreign Conquefb mav 
be numbered bv her Domefiick Triumphs, which 
from ^omnlus her Founder, to jiugufiusC^ar, were 
* not lefs than three hundred. Julius Cdpar aug- 
mented the ?tiblkk T)reafury with forty Millions of 
GeUf In the Reign or AMrelianms, this City was 
fifty Miles in Compafs, and the Number of her In- 
habitants' iiicreafcd to four Millions : And they were 
prodigioufly enriched with the Spoils of their Ene- 
mies. Seneca, when he died, left feven Millions 
and five hundred Thou&nd Crowns behind him. 
Claudms Ifidorus, tho* much exhaufted by the CwH 
Wars, yet left Four thoufind one hundred and fc- 
venteen Slaves, three thoufand and iixty Yoke of 
Oxen; and of other Cattle two hundred and fifty 
feven thoufand^ There were' commonly kept in BMme 
five hundred Qla£aters, a thouland Bears, and a 
hundred Lims. There were always Five hundred 
^' Men 
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Men employed in looking after the Aqueduiisy and 
Baths ot Rome, 

When Cyneasi the Ambtijfador of Vyrrhusy had 
view'd the City round, and was ask'd what he thought 
of t^ome 5 He aniwer'd, / think till Rome // iut 
One Temple ; (for there were above Four hundred in 
the City) Her Senate is an Affembly of Kings j Sh% 
is the Beauty of the whole Earth : The Flowir of Man- 
kind dwell within her Walls, 

Zeidiy This was the State, this the Grandeur and 
Magnificence of ?agan Rome. But fincc the Incur- 
sions of the Goths and Vandals, the Lombards, Htmns, 
and other Barbarous Nations of the North, Rome's 
Glory is eclips'd, her Honour laid i'th* Duft. Wheit^ 
as before, (he lifted up her ftately Creft on Seven 
high Hills,'" now (he is fain to ftoop, being humbly 
feated in the Plain df Campus Martim : being not 
by a fifth Part fb large as formerly, nor yet fb populous. 

All over Italy, thou wilt meet with Reiiques of 
the Ancient Roman MajefVy and Greatnels. And, in 
ibme Places, thou maycft encounter Perfbns ofgrcat 
Extradbion, but very poor, who lAay not unfitly 
be caird the Ruins of Ancient Nobility : Such as thie 
Marauiiles of Ceva, the Earls of Fiacenza, and the 
Knights of Bologna, who are become the Vrofverb of 
lUuftrious Poverty. Such alfb are the Counts of I>- 
figniani. Three of whom were. once feen upon a 
Fig-Tree, eating the Figs to keep *em from' Starv- 
ing. And many Italian Lordis get their Livelihoods 
by felling of Ttifans, Lemona£s, Effences^ Powders, 
and other Refrefhments to the Gentry. Yet they 
are proud, and when any one addrefles to thens, 
he muft entitle them, M^ excellent, Mofi Illtiftriout, 
or clfe they will frown, and be afiirontecL 

ZeiM, If ever it be thy Fortune to be made a 
Lord, I pray Heaven gf^e thee an Eftate anfwerablc 
to the Title: For aLori without Riches, is like di Sol- 
dier without Artm^ very ridiculous. 

Paris, ifthtf thi ^hMwni 
0fthe Tear i6ji» V'^'V^ 
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LETTER X. 

^0 Dgnet Ogloir. 

THIS Day fbmcthing has happen'd to mc very 
prodigious, and \ know not what to make of 
it» About the Hour of ^inttinMmafi, I was fuddcnly 
taken with ftrange Fits of Vomiting : My Stomach 
was in a VroMgal, or rather a Philofophical Humour j 
refblving to ca(i of all Superfluities, and only retain 
miiat was ncccflary to its Eafc and Welfare in this 
Life. I laboured under a Thoufand horrid Agonies, 
which made me fear, that cither an Imptfihumi v/zs 
the Cauie of fuch violent Convulfans ; or at leaftr 
that they would end in opening the inward Sluices- 
of my Blood, by too much forcing of the Pe^aL 
Veins. 

Wlwlft I was buGed thus with fad Prefagcs of a 
fudden Death ( for I dread to be fo unawares thruft 
CHit of the World, ) I long'd and pafHonately Uiir^ 
guiihed for an Ayf^btan Orange, 

It happened at the £ime Time, my Mother Oih^ 
€homlchii DMria and Eliachim the j^ew, were with 
me in mj Chamber, and had been there an Hour, 
They all (tood at the Window to &eiProceffianxhzt 
was going by. . But when they heard the ftraioing, 
J^^oife I made, immediately they ran to my Bed- fide, 
as Human i^tttre, C$triofity, or P/ij^», ufcs to prompt 
in fuch like Cafes. 

With a faint broken Voice, I told them what I 
wi(h*d for y Eliachim forthwith gave Order to his 
Boy, that waited in an Anti-chamber^ to run with 
ipeed, and buy the beft Artfbian Oranges he could find. 

The arch young Lad was gone full Thirteen Mi- 
nutes by my Watch, and then returned with half a 
Dozen Oranges of Sfain, C for he could get no other. ) 
Biit Heaven, as I have xeafoh to thigk, fupj^r'd his 



Vol. VII. a Spy at Paris. 163 

^Jcgligencc, and unfucccfsful Mtrcating. For long 
before he came with that [ovyb craHed Fruit, D*- 
ria fpy'd an Orange of Arabia on the Table. 

No Body knew from whence it came, or what 
kind Hand had laid it there.' Thgy were all equal 
Witnefles, That there was no fuch Thine upon the 
Table when they came to the Bsd-fide, nor a 
confiderable Time afterward : and when it was (iig- 
gefted, that (brne of the Company had privately 
convey'd it thither, whilft the reft were looking 
another way; ElUchim with folemn Vows and Im- 
precations dear'd himfelf, fo did Daria, and my Mom 
thcr. As for my Celt, they all were fcniible, it was 
impoffible for me to do it, as I lay in my Bed. A 
general Aftonifliracnt polTefs'd us all 5 and the Wo^ 
men -would needs have it to be a Miracle, whilft I 
greedily ^t the Delicious Fruit, not troubling my 
Thoughts with making endlefs Scrutinies, or Co much 
fts caring which way it came there, fo long as I had 
the Enjoyment of it. 

Yet I ceafed to be thus indifferent, when I per*- 
ceived my Malady on a fiidden removed by eating of 
this vonarous Orange. And whereas I had lain for 
Six whole Days and Nights in a continual faint and 
languifhing Condition, not able to get down a Mor- 
fcl of Bread, now my Spirits grew brisk and frefh^ 
I fcemed like one transformed, or in another World. 
My Stomach revived, my almoft diffipated Vigor 
rally'd, and I rofe cheerfully to cat a hearty Suppir, 
Thefe Things, I muft confefs, put me, as well at 
the reft of the Company, upon thinking. 

I tell thee, upon the ftridbeft Examinttion pofTi- 
ble, I am very well iatisfied, that there could be ne 
Defign or Trick in the Cafe : For if there were, no 
body would be guilty of Co many repeated horrid 
Perjuries in denying it : But every one rather would 
have been forward to own themfelves the Inftru- 
ments of thus happily and unexpectedly rcfcsiing a 
poor fick Man from thtf very Jaws of Death: Fori 
WIS Tuft then ready to expire. 
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Whether there be a MMgick in the Strength of a 
Man's Fancy at inch Times j and that through the 
intenfe Agitation of his exalted Spirits, he moves 
the Soul of the Umverfe by SpnpstM, to exert ^me 
of its hidden and uncommon Faculties> and gratify 
his necedary Denres : Or whether there be an Order 
of Officious Beings mvifibU about us, who have the 
Charge of Mortals committed to them, and are bound 
by the Laws of their conceai'd Kingdoms to affift 
us in Extremities, even to the Height of a feemiog 
MtracUy where it cannot be done without, I know 
not. But 'tis certain, any obferving Man may take 
notice of fome extraordinary Pailages in the Courfe 
of his Life, of which he can give no Rational Ac- 
count, but mu ft be forc'd to put them on the Score 
of TrAternaturM Caufes. Such is our Ignorance of 
the Secret Operations of Nature. 

All the Company were ready to lift me among the 
Trophetsi or in the Catak>gue of Saints, tor thisftu* 
jiendous Occurrence. But I had other Thoughts 
of my. Self. For comparing this with fome former 
Occurrences of my Life, I prefently concluded^ 
*twas the Fore:runncr of fome grand, but ihorc 
Affli^on: And fo I told them all. 

I believe, my Dgnet, that God will hedge me in 
with divers Kinds of adverfe Circumftances : He 
will ruih upon me on a ftidden, like a Troop of 
Tartar Horfe, who fwiftly fpread themielves all 
round the affrighted Country, and take Poilefrion 
of the Roads and Pafles. They hunt the confeious 
Infidels iirom Dens and Caves, and other hurking 
Pkcesin t}]p WboiszvA Mountains: None can efcapc 
their Chaftifemeat and Revenge. So my prefaging 
Soul fbretels fome fad fiirprizing Inroads firom the 
Omnipotent, 

That which I have to do in this Cafe, is to make I 
fpeedy Expiations for my paft Security and Prefiunp* ; 
tion, to repair the ruin'd Faftneiles of Virtue, and 
build new ones where they are wanting ; to keep 
ftrong Guards, and laftly, to retire my felf into a 

moft 
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moft profound Humility, and Com^iance with the 
Will oi God i which is the ftrongeil Fortrds in Time 
of a Divini JSrvnfion, 

Paris, 23d ofth$6thMQm9 
of the Tear i6yi. 



LETTER XL 

To Sephat Abercromil, Vanni EiFendi, 
Preacher to the Sultan. 



TH E Chara£ber and Fatneof thy exemplary Life 
and profound Dod):ritte> tho' ftudioufly con* 
ceal'd and fuppr^is'd by thy feif, have yet xmAIja for- 
cible Eruption, and fill'd the Mujfulman Kingdoms 
with the fragrant Odour of thy incomparable Piety 
and Virtue. Even thefe remote and Infidel Regions 
of the Wefty are edify'd by thy facrcd Rules and In- 
flicutions of a Spiritual Life. The i^dxj^rene Friefis 
and DoBors begin to harbour Emulations of thy Sanc^ 
thy, fince they have ieen no fairer Draught of true 
accepuble Religion, than what the Chaplains to the 
Trench Amhajfadors at the Tort have copied from 
thy Principles, and recommend to their Friends 
among the Clergy oF Irance. Infbrouch as Francis 
Malevella, a blind EcdefiaJHck, but an Argus in the 
Sciences, has publickly efpouied thy Theorems and 
Practices; having; in Print, now lately undertaken 
the Patronage ofa contemplative Life, fb much in- 
fixed on by thee, to wliich the College of Sorbenne 
have a]fi> given their Approbation. 

That excellent Man, tho' he has loft the Ufe of his 
Corporeal ^y^^ yet has a Soul transform'd all over 
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into Light, by which he clearly can furvcy the vail 
myftcrious Horizon of the Invilible World, and pe- 
netrate the moft rcclufeand hidden Secccts of Eterni- 
ty. The Age is raviftied with the Hook he pub- 
liftied : He has Ten Thouiand Profelytes amo^ the 
Roman ?riefts and Dcrviches. None but the jefidts 
and Dominicans oppofe him. 

The tbrmcr ot thcle Orders is grown odious 
tuioughout Chrijlemlom, for the impious IHmnes 
they maintain, and the enormous Crimes they have 
committed : ^Being nptpriqu^ Boutcfeu's, Tray tors, 
Hypocrites, .and iecret Libertines. Their Colleges 
are efleemed the Shops and Forges of Sedition, 
Faction, publick Animofities, Broils and Wars, with 
all the Mifchicf tliat is done in ^rope. The latter 
are not lov'd in France, bccaufc they are generally 
choien Officers of the Inquiftion : Which inhuman 
Judicature was fir ft projedred by St. Dominick their 
Founder, in order to exterminate the Moors from 
Spain* There is a natural and irreconcilcable Anti- 
pathy between the French and Spaniards. They mu- 
tually abhor each others Cuftoms," Laws, and Hu- 
fiidurs : But above all the French can never be re- 
conciled, to thtxt Infernal Court, which tyrannizes 
over the Souls of Men, and puniflies them foe 
Thoughts* It is an equal Crime to fpeak, or to be 
filent J To pray, or not j . to go to Church, or ftay at 
Home, provided you are rich. .'Tis Wealth the 
Inquifitors aim at, not the pretended Safety and Ddi- 
verance of the Church from Enemies. .and Re- 
■bels. ■ 

Therefore the Dominicans and Jefmts being look'd 
upon as Favourites and Patrons ot the Inquifition, and 
for that Reafbn hated by the French i in vain they ar- 
gued againft MalevelWsncvr reformed Model of Inte- 
rior Reunion, which is but a Tranilation of the Ori- 
ginal Dogmata Uid down by thee. Thy refin'd Sen- 
timents are prolifick, as the Soha: Beams, which hf 
incfrablc Incr^fes, propagated themfelves without di- 
. minill)ir.g the lUuftrious Fountain, Each bright and 

fett'ilo 
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fertile Atom, by a miraculous Emanation, begets 
another} they multiply by admirable proerciTiVC Ifllie 
and Expandon from every Point of the refulgent 
Centre, till every fplcndid Particle becomes a Ray 
of equal Length, and all together produce an entii e 
Orb of Light. Thus thy Icrene Ideas of Religim 
dilate themfelves thro' this dark Side of the World, 
as ^fl as they illuminate the Mu/Jidman Hemiffhere. 
The hoaefter Sort of IVifiem Franks are already, by 
a Demi Metanwrfhtfis, grown half Mskomefans, 
-capitulating with their Pre{>ofIefIions9 Prejudices, , 
and the Force of Education tor the refh 

They go to Church, but not to babble over a 
Thouiand viin Tautologies, which are taught them 
by their Friefls, and to eniurc their Memoryu^aic 
printed in their Pocket Manuals, or Books of Prayer: 
Nor do they number a long Scries oi the fame re- 
peated Oraifons on Beads, or uie any other exterior 
Form of blind and lame Devotion: But with in« 
ward Recolledlion, Silence, Purity, and fervent Ap- 
. plication of the Spirit, they addrcis themfelves to 
God} or rather by a certain gradual PaiTiveneis, Ob- 
livion of outward Things, and dying to themfelves, 
they prepare and fit their Souls for the Divine Ap- 
proaches : Thus having barricado'd up their Senfcs, 
and mode Retrenchments round the Centre of the 
Mind, to fecure it from the laft Invadon and A(&ult 
of Mundane Objedls; thither they retire, deiiring 
- Death, rather than to take Quarter by a faint Cow- 
. ardice, or timorous Apoftacy, and flirrender to the 
World. 

Thefe People undergo at certain Times, ftrange 
Dryncflcs, Dcfertions, and Sterilities of Spirit, which 
are the Tormenrs that compbfe the moft fevere and 
painful Martyrdoms. A common Death, or any 
violent Diflblution of the Body, is but the Recreation, 
Sport, or Pky of Nature,- when compared with thcfc 
•tremendous, tragical and dark Annihilations, of the 
-iSoui^ .A Man at fiich a Seaibn feqms to be reduced 
•to an Eternal Cata/lrofhe, His Spirit defccnds^ ^^ 
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is cngulph'd in the Abyfs of Hell -y or lUll comes 
up to him, and yawning with its horrid Dragon's 
Jaws, murders the Soul with baneful and internal 
Breath. Yet this they find to be the only near di- 
redeft Way to Heaoien, This is the myflick Fence, 
the Ditch, Baflion and Counterfcarp of FursUBfi* 
He that would fcalc the Wall, or enter by the Gates of 
Edm, muft fir ft pafs through thefe terrible Outworks. 
This is the ftreight and narrow Bridge oyer which 
each Soul muft pafs, that would attain immortal 
Life. Mofesn J^fi^* Mshomet, and all the Mejen- 
gers of GoJ, have pointed at this as the only Way to 
our fupreme Felicity. Neither was it unknown to 
the Ancient Fcetj and Fhilofofhtrs among the Gtn- 
tUis* Orpheus and Hefiod recon) mended it in their 
myilerious Verfe. Empedocles, iheafhraftus, FUito 
FlotinuSi Forfhyry, Jtimblkmi with many others, 
improved the Sacred Revelation, adding new Lights 
unto the bleft Difcovery . And if we take the Hifto- 
ry in arightSenfe, unlefs I am deceived, Socrmtes^icd 
a Martyr to this important Truth. Many of the 
learned Hebrew Rabbits have ailcrted it. The Ferjum 
and Arabian Dolors, before and £nce the Hffly Flighty 
have been its Advocates : And let not envy refu& to 
give Ibme of the Chriftian Friefts their due Ac- 
knowledgment, who preach'd this Dodhine in the 
primitive Affemblies, taught it in the publick 
Schools, and en fared it to Pofterity in Learned Ma- 
nufcripts. Such were Origen and Amnumusj Ck- 
mens of Alexandria, Simpliciusy Chryfoftomy TetifdUm^ 
jiuguftin : And in more modern Times, Thomas of 
jiquin, Marfilius Fidnus, Bonadventtdre, with many 
otners. 

And 'tis efteem'd the Height of Indian Religim to 
this Day; the Bramins delivering it as an Hereditary 
jirticU of Faith, and Point of Practice, from im- 
memorable Ages. Since therefore all Regions in the 
World agree in this, notwithftanding their other ce- 
remonial and fpeculative Difocnccs i dooUkis it 
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is the Voice and Will of God, not the Contrivance 
or Innovation of Man. 

Reverend ^ffendU it is a common Proverb among 
the Chriftians, That v^herelbevcr Goi>has a Tem- 
ple, the Devil has a Chapel. That cunning Spirit, 
tike a Serpent, winds himfelf into outward Forms • 
and Ceremonies of Devotion. But he that builds 
a Mofqiie in the Centre of his Soul, may bid Defi- 
ance to Tagot : For that's the Throne of God, 
near which the V/tmon canllot approach. 

May thou and I, live always skreen'd behind our 
(elves y for in that dark Recefs from vidble Things, 
the Eternal lives to manifeU: his otherwiic inviiible 
L*ght. Adieu. 

I^ris, the ijth of the 6th Moon 
of the Tear 1670. 



LETTER XII. 

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to tie Grand 

Seignior. 

AFtcr all mv Scepticifms, I at this Hour believe; 
there is fomething of ^us remains immortal 
and incorruptible, when our grofler Bodies are dil^ 
iblved. Call it what you wiilj an Afbral Bod]r, a 
Ghod:, a Spirit, or any Thing elfe : I am ieoliUa 
fome Part of us will never die. What %nifies the 
vain Difputeof Words, the, dark Refolvc* of Pldr 
to*s Cave f Let it be SuSftarie. or Accident^ Matter 
pr lorm, or a Refult of all^ There is ftill a certain 
Pprtion of our Nature, againft which the Strokes 
of Dcaith, and of-* ten hundred thoufand Dcathsg 
can never prevail. We may be changed indeed; 
90A Ma%ucradc it up and dowQ, ^\«^^^ >^wi?^ 
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infinite Worlds, in fo many different Diiguifts; But 
wc can never be annihilated, or made nothing. We 
cannot be excluded from the eternal Lift of Atoms. 
The Lofs or Abfcnce of the leaft Particle from the Uni- 
vdric, would either caufe the loudeft never-ending 
Thunders and Lightnings, or an everlafting Silence, 
Sullcnnefs and Darkncls. This mighty aggregate 
and ftupcadous Heap of Beings would fell to Ru- 
in, if there were the leaft VMcummy or the fmallcft 
Hlte milling. Steal but the moft indivifible Atom 
from the reft, and down comes all the Fabrick,- For 
one fupports another by an infcparable Adhcfion, re- 
ciprocal Congruity, and mathematical Fitneis. They 
are fb cunningly hitch'd and knit together, ib clolcly 
faften'd and indented each with other, by the origi- 
nal Art, or Chance, which formed the World, that 
all the Motions of this grand Machine would at an 
Inftant ftop, in fuch a Cafe : as docs a Watch, when 
the leaft Tooth is mifling from any one of the conti- 
guous Wheels. Every Thing in Nature is full and 
pregnant. Neither can there be any other Empti- 
ncfs fave what we think we fee in Bottles, or other 
hollow VclFcIs, which, when they are void of Wa- 
ter, Wine, or other Liquor, it is but to be 
cmmm'd brimflill of Air i which Element infinuates 
alid crowds it felf into each diminutive Cranny, 
Chink, and Pore of groifer Subftances j So if tie 
airy Atoms have any HoUowneflcs in them, the fmal- 
lcft Vacancy poftibfe is ftill fupplied with its fill! 
Meaftire of the pure JEthir \ and that again with 
fome Matter more refined, if fuch there bej or clfc 
it drinks hiU Draughts of immaterial Eflenccs. And 
by (uch a fubordinate Gradation, human ^oi#//, though 
in thcmfclves perhaps, pure incorporeal Spirits, arc 
yet faften'd and cemented to our Bodies. Thus is one 
Bmg fiicceflively, and eternally, cither a Syringe, or 
Sponge to another. The Elements inebriate one ano- 
ther by Turns: An unircrfal MficMriftrntA I^unk* 

56 
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So the hot Stomach of the Earth, parch'd with' 
inward mineral Fires, greedily guzzles down the. 
very Salt unpalatable Lees of the Sea, rather than be 
a-dry : with a thoufand thoufand gaping Throats, it 
gulps the Beverage which Neptune's deep and migh- 
ty Cellar runs withal. It pants, and fucks eternally, 
the thick ropy Settlements of the Ocean's Bottom. 
Thefe are dillill'd again in hidden Limbecks, Cylin- 
ders, and other chymical Veflels below, that fb the 
gaping Channels on the Superficies, may be condant- 
\y fupplied with more refin'd Liquor, through the 
Springs and Fountains; and yet the Globe not having, 
qucnchd it*s Thirft with this perpetual Draught, con- 
tinually fips up the Rain, a Liquor more fiiblinie 
and pure than all the reft. But this is only on ccr-' 
tain Holy-days of Fate, when the Ccleftial Powers, 
the Planets, Stars, and Conftellations, order a D«- 
nalma for the vegetable Race below, to reirelh the 
Herbs, the Corn, and Trees, with Banquets from the 
Clouds. Then the big-bellied Tuns above arc roll*d out 
of their hidden Store-houfes, and broach'd j the Con- 
duits of the upper Region fpout and run with plen- 
tiful Showers and Cataradbs of Nature's feminal 
Juice, the radical all-chearing Nedrar of Heaven. 
The greedy Soil imbibes the ucred ftrong Cafcade j 
each joyful Turf is frolic kfbme, and fwallows down^ 
large Bumpers ot the elcemofinary Wine. Whilft the 
leaft dry and crumbling Lump of the late fainting^ 
Ghblt has Drops and Superrmculums enough to re- 
vel on,- till party- coloured /r//, the Major-Domo o£ 
thefe yearly Fefihals, perceiving the tender Seeds 
and Roots are well- nigh fuddled with what at fccdnd* 
hand they have exhauftcd from the over-laden Ground^ 
makes her Appearance in the Clouds, inviting all 
the Guefls to a fplendid Collation of warm Beams 
and Rays, with which the Sun i$ minded to^egak 
them. 

' A grateful, foft and chear^ Noife was heard 
throughout the Room before. The Earth and Ait 
wrcTft m a mcnry Humour. Well ^kaa'4 \<\x3cl xW 
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Debauch, they would have fat till Morning at it, be- 
ing loth to leave their Liquor behind 'em, or change 
it tor dry Meat. But at the Sight of Iris every oqc 
changed Countenance ; an univerial Murmur ran 
throughout the Hall j they werefbrry thus to bcbauik'd 
in the midft of their Mirth : 'TiU courtly Zefhyrs 
come with their fbft Compliments, and tell *em, it 
is necclfary tor their Eafe and Health : Then arc 
the Tuns and Bottles removed, with all the drunk- 
en Tackle. The Table foon is fpread, and cover'd 
with a rich Courfc of glittering Charges, fcnt from 
flnxbus. 

That fponging P/iWf/ only lives by Bantering and 
Wheedles. The illuftrious Figure he makes i^'th* 
World, is always borrowed. He never w^orc a iafhi- 
onable Drefs in's Life, but what he took up by Tally 
from the fir ft Source of Lights : For which he's 
bound to pay fo vaft an Intcreft, that he would ne- 
ccflarily become a Bankrupt, did he not repair his bro- * 
ken Fortune, by playing Tricks upon the Earth. 
Thus whilft he mocks this foblunary World with 
his pretended Treats, he makes it pay for all with 
coftly Exhalations. He plunders the Elements, picks 
the Pockets of the Earth, and robs the Treallires 
of the Scaj Nor can he forbear filching fbnjething from 
tho Air*, and when he has ftolen enough, he flinks 
away i'th* Dark, and flics to the other Side of the 
Globe \ there to commence new Shams and Cheats 
upon the Antipodes. And all the while, the Stars 
are full as bad as he : Eor like a brave High- way- 
man, that Luminary frequent.*; the publick Way. of 
Heaven by Day,- he robs in open Sight of ai] the 
World, and leaves a generous Viaticum whcre-evet 
he borrows any thing. But the Stars, thofc little 
Bullies of the Sky, are pcrfeft Night-VaJs, Shop-l^u 
tnd Surfers j . they skulk about it'h * Dark, thjough 
all the "^tiw^xt Alleys of the Firmament, and commit, a 
thoujfand Murders, Rapes, ind other Violences. :, Some 
of their AfftBs are as venomous as. the faul £fet of 
B^Jtlisksi thay. carry divers Jdnd of mortal JBotibiii 
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in their Looks, which they difperfe at random in 
this lower World. They ftrew the Earth with Hem • 
locks. Aconites, and other binefiil Weeds. They ai- 
£6 fcattcr up an(l down the more contagious Sccd'i 
of Envy, Avarice, and a thoufand^black infernal Vi- 
ces, which take root in human Souls, at our Nati- 
•vities i and growing up with us, in time bring 
forth' the fatal Fruits of Death. The ugly Race of 
Dragons, Serpents, CrocodiUfy and all the reftiU Ge- 
nerations, with every thing that's hideous, cruel and 
deftru<Si:ive on the Globe, derive their Natures, Qua- 
lities, Forms and Difpoiitions from ibme maliffMnt 
Stars Or Con/iellations, if Afirologers iay true. So 
do the fcaly Monfters of the vafi Abyfs -, and every 
fiiri of horribU Figtsre flying in the Air, They're 
all the Brood, the Emiflaries, Spies, and Agents of 
the Powers above, fent down on thieviih Errands, 
to prey on other Animals, more innocent than them- 
fclves. 

There is ^ eternal Claufi In Nature, whilft every 
thing is either on the Hunt or Flight. Thus Hiaven 
purloins from Earth, and that from Heaven ag;ain. 
Wheb we are fir ft conceived, our wandring SohIs arc 
catched, as in a well-baited Trap. And when we 
die, 'tis but the Soul's Efcape from one Snare to be 
fbon trapann*d into another. Perhaps a human Body 
may be our Prifbn again -, or we may be attracted 
by ibme more agrceabfc Embryo. This magnctfck Star 
may draw us up \o Heaven, or the wide Jiws of ail- 
devouring Orcus may fwallow us down into the hun- 
gry launch oiF Hell-, which &od avert. 

Learned Haly, let not thou and I be too fblHcitous 
about thefe Things : For all our timerous Forecafts 
are in vain. But confidering the iecret Magnctifm<i 
difperied throughout the Univcrfe, and that cvcrj 
thing attracts its Like, let us take care to qualify 
our wives with ce Icftial Habits and Difpofitions , and 
then we cannot fail of being drawn up to Taradije. 

Paris, 2</ of the ^th Moon 
of the Tear 1 67 1 . 

1 I \.\.^- 
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LETTER XIII. 

^0 the Mufti. 



IN Obedience to thy Commands, I (ball now pro- 
ceed, in relating the moft memorable Traniad^ions 
ot former Ages, during the four Great Monarchies j 
obierving thy Inftruftions, not to be prolix, or 
over-curious in tracing down the particular SucceP* 
iions of Kings and Princes \ but rather to relate the 
Adtions of famous Men, the wife Sayings of the 
Ancients, with fuch other Remarks, as may be at 
once delightful and inftru6tive. 

Twill be no Breach of this Rule, to begin where 
I left off in my former Letter, with the Death of 
Darius, and Succeffion of Xerxes, his younger Son i 
there being fbmething of Nicety in the Pica be- 
tween him and his elder Brother ArtabasLenes for 
the Crown J For this laid Claim to it on the Account 
of his Primogeniture : But in regard he was bom 
before Daripu was made King, the Succeffion wa« 
determined in Favour of Xerxes, who had a double 
Advantage, in being begot by a crown'd King, and 
born of uitoflj, the Daughter of C^rus, who firft 
cflabli(h*d this Monarchy. 

As fbon as Xerxes was fettled in the Throne, he 
led an Army into Egyft, and fuppreflcd the Infur- 
rc6^ions in that Country. Then he fitted out a Fleet 
of 4200 Ships, on board of which were above five 
hundred thou land Men. He had a Land Army al* 
ib confiding of Two millions and five hundred 
thoufand Soldiefs, of feveral Nations. With this 
vafl Multitude he march'd againfl the Grdcians » and 
to facilitate the Voyage of his Fleet, he canf^ one 
-Part of his Army to dig a Pailage through Mpunt 
uithos, whereby the Sea was let in, and the Shjbs 
might M two a-breaft; whilfl another part of the 

Soi- 
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Soldiers were employed in building a Bridge of Boats 
over the Hellefpont. No fooner was ttiis done, buc 
there arofc a vehement Tempeft^ which fo difcom- 
pofcd thofe narrow Seas, that between the Winds 
and Waves, the Boats which made this Bridge were 
all difperfed, broken, and caft away. 

This fb incenfcd Xerxes, that he commanded the 
Sea to be fcourged with Whips, and a Chain to be 
thrown into it, as a Mark of its future Subject iou. 
He alfo beheaded thofe who built the Bridge, and 
caufed others to make a new one. 

Here one of Xerxes*s Eunuchs, and a particular 
Favourite of the King, fent for a Grecian of the 
Ifle of Chios, who had formerly deprived him ot 
the Evidences of his Virility. And the old Man com- 
ing with his Sons to wait on this great Courtier, the 
Eunuch caufed him firft to caftratc his own Sons, 
and afterwards forced them to do the fame by their 
Father, in Revenge of his own Lofs and Difgrace. 

From hence Xerxes marched with Jiis Army by 
the flacc where once ftood the famous Town of 
"IVw, went in Pilgrimage to the Tomb of King 
Fnamus } where he facrificcd ten Hecatombs of 
Oxen to the Ghofls of the ancient Heroes, and to 
the Divinity of the River of ScamanJer, which 
his Soldiers drank dty/ and yet half of thcra had 
not querith'd their Thirft. 

Attcr this, he came to the Hellefpont, where ta- 
king a Survey of all his Land and Sea-Forces, which 
covered the Hellefponp, and all the neighbouring Shores j 
and contemplating the Shortn&fs of Man's Life \ and 
that of Co mnumerablc a Multitude, not ond (hould 
be alive at an hundred Years End, he wept bitterly. 

Then having facrificed to- the Sun, for the good 
Succcfs of his Expedition, he caufed all his Army to 
pafs over the Hellefpont by his Bridge of Boats j after 
whick, they drank their Way through another River, 
which had not Water enough to fatisfy half his Men 
tttid Cattle; For his Army mcreafed all the Way, by 

1 4 thR 
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the Acceflions of Soldiers out of every Nation through 
which he paflcd. Yet LeoniJas, King of SpartA, with 
a I'roall Body of 4000 LacedemonUnSi gave Battel to 
the whole Army of Xerxes. And in a Sea-Fight at 
Salamisy the Terjtans loft foo Ships, with a conlidc- 
rable Part of their Army 5 which, with other. Dii^ 
afters, or Sicknefs, Famine, ^c, (b terrified this'grcat 
Monarch, that he pofted back again as faft as he could, 
by the Way of the HelUJpMt, which he croiled in a 
poor Fiftier>Boat all alone, leaving Mardomus to pur- 
luc the Wars in Greece. But an ill Fate attended their 
Arms i. for at Flatea the GtAcUns fet upon them un- 
der ?attfanms their General, and routed the whole 
Army, killing above two hundred thoufand of them 
upon the Spot, and burning their Camp and Navy. 

Xerxes hearing thefc ill Tidings, fled tov^ards his 
own Country j and by the Way £t Fire to the Tem- 
ples of the Gods of Baiyhn, and other Parts ofjifi*, 
Iparing none but that magniBceflt Fane at Epbejks, 
which was renown'd throughout the whole World. 

About this time died Fagapates, the faithful Eu- 
nuch of Darius, who had palled feven whole Years 
niournfiig at the Tomb of his Mafter. 

I muft not omit the Treachery of TaufamASy the 
LaceJemoman General, who held a private Corre- 
' fpondence yvith Xerxes, And having been twice ac- 
ciifed of Treafon, and as often acquitted, was the 
third Time di (covered by a Boy, whom he kept as 
his Minion i and by the Sentence of the Epkori, was 
ftarved to Death. 

Thou haft forbidden me to augment the Bulk of 
thef^ hiilorical Letters, with Gloflcs, or Remarks of 
my own, or elfe it were a proper Occafion to put 
thy Holinefs in mindji how great a Value ought t©bc 
fet on a faithful Man i and let Nature itielf plead my 
Excufe for entrenching on thy Orders, whilft I vin- 
dicate my felf from the Calumnies of the Envious; 
and beg of thee to reft aflured, That naManoa 
Earth can be truer to his Truft, than the ArtM^n 
Slave Mahmut. 

Btit 
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But to return to Xerxes, He was unfaithfiilly dealt 
with by the Captain of his Guard 5 who by the 
^fliftance of Sfamitres the Kind's Chamberlaiii> 
and feven other Confpirators, killed him in his Bed 
with his eldcft Son Daritts, and crowned Artaxerxes 
in his {lead. 

To him fled Hemiftocles the Athenian, who was 
fufpcdted a Partner in the Treafbn of Faufaniau 
The King received him into his Favour, and made 
him Governor of a Province, adding the Gift 'of 
five great Cities, to furnilh him with Money for the 
Expences of his Table and Wardrobe. And this the 
King did, not as a Reward or Encouragement of 
Treafon, (from which he knew Themtftccles was 
free, being falfly accufcd by the Athenians,) but he 
heaped thofe Honours on him, as a Debt to the 
Merits of that once illuftrious Eqemy, now become 
a Friend, and fceking Shelter in the Terfian Kii^- 
domi from the barbarous Ingratitude of his own 
Countrymen i who, for all his eminent Services to 
Greece, could think of no better Acknowledgment, 
than to put to death as a Traytor, the braveft and' 
wifeft Captain of that Age. 

Not long- after this, the Terfians loft two hundred 
Ships in a Sea-Fight with the Gracians^ and were 
routed at Land by a Stratagem of Cimon, the Gra- 
dan General, who after the Naval Viftory, put his 
Men on Board the Terfian Veflcls which he had ta- 
keti,' and a|pparellin? tHem in the Garments of the 
Terfiart Captives, landed Ihcm near the Enemies Camp 
in ?amfhyUa j who taking them for Friends, fuifer- 
ed them to enter their Trenches without Jcaloufy ; 
and £0 were all flaughter'd, except a few, who cf- 
caped by the Swiftnefs of their Hories. 

About this tinie, Pew/ipiwas nWtde Prince of Jf- 
f^f»/, of whom I made riicntfon in my tornifar Let- 
ters. Arid Ihemiftocies being ma<fe General of the 
ftrfian Army, and icnt' agaihft the Gracians 5 rather 
than fight againft his Country, or betray the Caufc 
of his new Mailer, became a voluntary Victim to-his 
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own Integrity and Honour : For, facrificlng a Ball 
in his March, he drank ofF a Bowl of the Bloody 
and ^ down dead at the Foot of the Altar. 

The next War the Ttrfians were engaged in, was 
with ^gyt^y where in a Battle near Memphis, they 
loft an Hundred thoufand Men. But fending fireih 
Recruits, they dried up the River Nile, where the 
Athemftn Fleet, confederate with the Egyptians, lay 
at Anchor. Which fb amazed the Egyptians, that 
they made their Peace with them : And the Athe- 
nians fet their own Ships on Fire, in number 200, 
and returned home with Difgrace, when they had 
been &% Years in Egypt. And after this, a Peace 
was concluded betvyeen the Terjians, and thofe of 
Greece. And in the fifth Year of the 8th Olympiad, 
which fbon followed, there was an univerial Peace 
throughout the World, which continued till the 
firft Year of the 87'th Olympiad, at what time be- 
gan the "Beloponneptn War. 

In the 4th Year oi x)i<c^Z\}iOlympiadyArtaxerxes 
died, and his Son Xerxes was invcfted with the 
Crown. But at a Year's End, being overcome with 
Wine, and falling afleep in a Place where no Guard 
was kept, his Brother Secundianus, with the Help 
of an Emiuchy murder'd him, and took the Govern- 
ment on himiclf. He alio was foon after difpatched 
by his Brother Darius. 

I over-run whole O^mpUds, without mentioning 
any Thing, fave the Traniadtions which maAe moft 
Noife in thofe Times. But 1 am unwifling to dip 
the Reign of eny King, though 1 ipeak but two 
Words of it, that fb thou mayefl have a perfed 
Idea of their Succeflion. 

During the whole Series of Darius* s Reign, Hi- 
ftory mcations nothing remarkable, but is taken up 
in rdtting the litxle Quarrels, and Reconcilia- 
tions of leveral Provinces in Greece, fbme private 
Treaties between tlxQ'^erJian Governors of Lefir 
Afia and thofe of Feloponnejks, and the Overtures of 
Peace between the Lacedemonians and the Ferfi^, 

the 



Vol. Vn: A spy at Pat? is; 179 . 

the End of the Vilofonnefian War» with fuch othei 
Paflages, as would be too tedious for a Letter. 

I will only rehearie a memorable Saying of D4* 
riiiSt on his Death-bed, to his elded Son jirtaxerxes, 
who was to fucceed him in the Throne, The Prince 
being attired by the Royal Phyficians, that his Fa- 
ther's End drew near, thus addrefled Darius : * My 
Father, fince it is the Will of the Gods to take 
you from Earth, into their own bleflcd Society, 
and that you have been pleafcd, with the Confent 
of the Nobles, to declare me your Succeflbr in 
the Kingdom; tell me, I befcech you, by what 
Methods of Policy you have governed this Empire 
thefe nineteen Years, that fo I may follow your 
Example.' To whom the King reply 'di * My Son, 
beaHur'd, That if my Reign has boen blefled with 

freater Succefs and Peace, than thofe ot my Pre- 
eceflbrs, 'tis becaufe in all Things 1 have honour*! 
ed the immortal Gods, and done Juilice to every> 
Man. 

As foon as Artaxerxes was poflefled of the Crown> 
he lent for his Brother Cwhs^ and put him in Ma^ 
nacles of Gold, with Deiiga to make him privately 
away i but at the InterceiGon oF his Mother, he releafed 
him again* and redor'd him to his Governmealpf Lyt^^ 

About this Tinie, Tlato the Philofopher being 
very, young, gave an early Specimin of a ripe Wjr, 
m cpmiottlngjintimachw the Poet, whio loft th« 
Garland in a Conteft with Niaratusy at the Lyfam^ 
dtlan Feaft. For when he beheld the Poet extreme-* 
\y vex'd at the IgQprance and Patriality of Lyfander^ 
who knew not how to diflinguiih between his lofty 
Meaiures, and the Hat Rhimes of his Antagonift} 
Tlato bid him be of good Courage : For, laid be, 
his Ignorance no mor$ dimintjhos thy Kmi^Udie^ than 
a. hQnd Man's mijlaking thufor another ^ would dofriv^ 
theo of thy Sight. 

When Cyrus was r^turrfd to. bis Government he 
plotted to depofe his Brother j and to win Lyfander 
to his Party, he prcfcnted him with a Shi^ built all 
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of Gold and Ivory. Alcihiades, the famous jthi- 
fUMn Captain perceiving this, defign'd to give Ar- 
taxerxes notice of his Brother's Trealon : But by 
the Way he was murthered himfclf by fbmc Sol- 
diers, hired for that Purpofe by Ly/amkri who yet 
durft not fet upon him in the Day-time, when he 
was armed in his own Defence, but in the Night 
{et his Hou(e on Fire 5 and as he was efcapine tmt>' 
the Flames and Smoke, they, lying in AmbuSi, (hot 
bhn dead with Arrows. 

However, Artttxerxes quickly became fenfihle of 
his Brother's Defigns 5 and raifing an Army of Nine 
hundred thoufand Men, gave him Battle not far 
firom BaSylon, In the Fight he was wounded by 
Cyrus i but after a hot Difpute, Cyrus was kill'd, 
and Artaxerx€s got the Vidlory. 

JParifatis, the Mother of Cyrus, to revenge the 
Death of her Son, cau(ed thoje that wounded him 
to be kill'd with lingring Torments i and inviting 
Queen Statirn the Wife of Artaxerxes to a Feaft, 
ihe divided the Bird BJnndnces afunder with a Knife 
poifbned on one Side, and gave the venomed Part to 
Statira, eating the other herielf. Upon which, the 
Queen died in horrible Anguifh and Torture. 

The famous Deeds of many Heroes are alfb re- 
corded, during tite Reign of this Artaxerxes} as of 
Aieplauss King of the Spartans ; Iphicrdtes, Thar- 
nabazHSi TiJfaph^mtSy and TiribaxMs^ Terfians^ vntk 
Canm the Atheman. But fearing to intrench on thy 
Patience, I content my felf with only mentioning 
their Names, and fo finifh my Letter with the Con- 
cluiion of Artaxtrxes his Life, who died of Grief 
for the Death of his Son Arfames, whom Ochus his 
Brother had caufed to be murthered out of Envy 
and Jealoufy, becaufe his Father doated on him. 

If I have not anfwercd thy Expeaation in this Let- 
w> blame not me, but the Hiftorians, firom whom 
^ ftave colledcd thefe Paffages 5 or accufe the Mca 
^» tuat Age, that they did not perform Cre/^er Ac- 

tms. 
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tims. HowcTTTi in tlie next thou OnUt heir of the 
Biitb and Life of a great traflnt, ercn jtlexmmlir, 
the Conqueror of all -^f*. In the mean time, I 
plunge my fclf in the Ideas of the Duft thou tread- 
eft on, and (hrinking into an Ablhad of Huinility> 
I bid thee Adieu. 

Paris, ad *f tht ^th Mo«a 
^ tht Xt»r 1671. 
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, LETTER L 

To Pefteli Heli^ bis Brother, Mafter 
of the Cutoms, and Sixpcrinten- 
dent_ 0/ the Arfenal at Conftanti^ 
nople. 

I Know not well, whether it is my Pirt to.lje 
lorry or glad, when I hear tby Son is wild and 
prodigal ; that he is amorous, aad very much 
aiKH^d Tto frolick with Women, Wim, and Mu- 
^*i"ThaE he frequents the Sathi and Pt/ty-htufti, 
On purpofi to make iomc Intercit for his Lfvi, that 
" " he 
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he mar fbmetimes get a Sight of heautiful Ladies, aad> 
have the Pkafure or bcinff admitted into their Com- 
pany *i that he haunts the Society of Foreign Mer-^ 
chfints, the Houfes of Chrifiian Ambajfodwrs, and io*. 
iinuates himfelf into the Acquaintance and Familia- 
rity of all li'Mvellers who make any Figure in the 
Imperial , City » 

I proteft, it fecms difficult in my Opinion to de- 
termine, Whether thou thy felf haft Reafbn to be 
grieved at all this, or not rather to rejoice, as at ^ 
Prefage of .his future good Fortune, fincc it is ama- 
nifcft Argument of the Greatneis of his S^ul: And 
let that alone to work out its own Way to Happi- 
nefs. Never check a Generous Spirit; For Jdich are 
full of the Bivinity. They are the£«^/e/, the Lions, 
the Kings and Frinees or the Earth. Their Veins 
flow with Sacred Blood: Their Nerves fir ut with 
the Milk of ^aradife. A thousand Excellencies poP- 
S^& their hearts, and ten thousand Perfe^ions take 
Root in their Brains. Whatever of precious iJs fcat- 
tered up and down in the Elements , meets in thei/ 
accomplished Nature, as in an Epitome^ or rich 
Compendium of the brighteft Effencij i an Extra^ 
of all that is valuable, good, and lovely in the Uni' 
vetfe. 

Be not diirourag'd to ieethy Soa amorous of Wd-' 
men: 'Tis a Sign of a good Nature. Andhe.islook'd' 
upon-asLa Moo^r^ or deg^nerafi; ^eribnV . wW feel^ 
no Warmths oir Fauions for that lovjolf S£tr« froi^ 
are £ent into the Worlc( on pufpoie tODlowup/thofi 
gentle F'lanaes within, our breafts, which /ubltmate 
our goiter Mould, itid make m piore refi^'d. Lovi 
IS a lacred Frenzy of the SouI> a Divine lltladpefs,, 
elevating a Man up^ to the Pitch o^ a S'antone,' andi 
rendring him the Care of the benigner Demons, He 
is every Kvhereiafe ; having tlie-Favokr of dodfitii 
Men, as the R^mm iott cxpreffes xt ; . . . 

^ifquh amore ttnefur, eat mtHfqHe faceriui. '^ ' 

And 
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And had it not been for thj own Experience of 
tHU HobU fstfftQny thou hadft not had a Son to com- 
plain of. 

Perhaps it makes him expenfive and coftij in his 
Manner of Living. He would, no doubt, appear 
gay and polite in the Eyes of his Mifireffes : He 
would be generous and magnificent in his Enter- 
tainments^ liberal to his Friends and Acquaintance 
charitable to all Perfbns in Diftrefs. And canft thou 
really blame him for putting in Pra£lice £> many 
amiable Virtues? Is not this better than to fee him 
of a fheaking, fordid Temper, addid^ to Avarice, 
and other Ignoble Vices ? Remember thy own 6e- 
niuii when thou wcrt young ; what a paflionate De- 
light thou tookeft in Travetung : Yet, this could not 
be maintained without great Charges. Confider 
therefore, that it is thy own Blood, running in the 
Veins of thy Son, which prompts him to a noble 
Way of Living. And do not thou imitate thofe Fathers, 
who by their Severity, teach their Children to de- 
generate, inflead of making them better, or more 
reformed. They frighten them from the Paths of 
innate Virtue, for the Lucre of their Gold, take a- 
bundance of Pains to in(h-u^ them in the Methods 
of Covetoufnefs ; as if that alone were the Zenith 
ot Wifflom and Virtue, whereas it h in Truth the 
very Sink and Seminary of all Vice. 

I will relate to thee a Story which I have hfixA 
in P4r2/>' which has' ibmething in it very fingular 
and remarkable, concerning the Afle&ion and Care 
of a Father toward his Extravsisiit and TrodigMlSon. 
This old Gentleman Rad a fair Seat, about ten Leagues 
from this City, which had belonged to his Family 
for the Space of Five hundred Tears. His yearly 
Revenue was very confiderable;'and having oiifyone 
Son, he gave him the Liberty of managing half his 
#E(hte, when he came'to the Age of Chie and twen- 
ty Years. 
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This young Spark being of a high Spirir, was fb 
far from harbouring any Thoughts of Frugality, 
that he could hardly brook the Neceflity of living 
within the Coinpafs of his Allowance. Headdi£^ea 
himielf to Gaming^ Drinking, and other lewd Cour- 
ier, which in a ihort Time confum'd his Mean|> 
and reduced him to great Streights. 

About the iame Time his Father died, and left 
him the Remainder of his Eflate, giving him* all 
the Inftrudlions that are ufual in fuch Caics j and 
among the reft of his fage Counfels, he charged him> 
if it (hould be his Misfortune to become a Bankrupt 
again, fb as to be forced to fell his Eftate, that he 
Wbuld at leafl not part with that Houfe, which had 
been Co long in the Pofleffion of their Family : Efpe- 
cially he conjured him to referve one partictdar 
^Chamber for himfclf as long as he lived, which was 
the fame where he then lay a dying j "Bor this, {aid 
he, will be a SanBuMj for you, vMn yon have no 
other Place of Kefuge in the World. 

After the old Man's Deceafe, his Son fell to his 
former Courfe of Life^ and, to make Ihort of it^ in 
a few Years fpent all his Patrimony i even that vc- 
jj Houfe it feJf, which he was forced to fell at lad: 
for an Under-pricc, to fupply his prefent Neceffir 
ties. However, he obeyed his Father's lafllnjund^ion^ 
and in the Sale of the Houfe, made Articles for th^ 
perpetual Claim and Ufc of that Chamber to hinj- 
felf. 

It was not long before he Jiad confumed the Mo- 
ney which he had received for the Houfe : So that 
now his laft Support was gone. He try'd to borrpw 
of fbme of his Friends and Acquaintance: And in 
Charity they fupply'd him at firft with fmall Suras : 
•But when he often prefs*d them, they grew weary 
of him, and dcny'd to part with any more. 

The difconfblate Gentleman, overwhelm'd with 
Grief and Melancholy, returns to his Chamber, ho- 
ping to End fome Eafe in tbzt private ReccTs, where 

ha 
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ht might at le2ft \avz the PxirHcge of Tenting his 
Sorrow in Sighs and Tears. 

He pais'd away fome Time in this dejcded Coo- 
ditioo, when at length he a& his Ejes on an old 
TrufA which ftood in the Comer of the Chamber, 
and which he had fcarce erer r^arded before. Ao 
odd Curioiicj prompted him to rife and look into 
this Trunk, perhaps not Qi much in Hopes of find- 
ing any Relief there, as to divert himie^ and pais 
away the tedious Minutes, jind ytt Yu mmtttral for 
TeofU in £reai CsUsmitus mwJ Wsforttmes, to jUtter 
thimftlves with the Jmsghunim ef umexftBed ReHifs, 
dnd f§ catch Mt every theleAfiGlimffe erShaJtWy thst 
feems te frtfi^ge Mty Geei. Be it 1k>w it will, he fdl 
to rifling the Trunks but found nothing, it^ic a Par- 
cel of old Rags and Papers, with other Remnants 
and Fragments of Silk, Linnen, and Velvet, the 
Reliques and Spoils of his Father's Wardrobe. This 
wan no Booty for him : However, he ceaied not his 
Scrutiay, till he had quite empty'd theT^KirK^; when, 
to his no fmall Aftonifhment, he found theie Words 
on the Bottom : Jlh^ VreJ&gtil I hafi thm fjfent AU, 
Ami fild thy Hotrfe t No^ go and hang thy felf. There 
h 4 Rpfe ready frovided fir thee in the Beam of the 
Chamktr, 

The young Gentleman looking to the Ceiling, 
and feeing a Halter hang there, being faften'd to an 
Iron Ringf was fbruck with fuch a Damp, that 
concluding it was the Will of Tate^ that he fhould 
fiitfil the Words he found on the Bottom of the 
lYnnk^ he immediately took a Chair, or Stool, and 
plaring it juft under the Rope, got up and rai&d 
niiniclr upon it, that Co he might the better reach- 
the ilcligncd In(lrument of his Death. 

Mc flood not long muiing: For Life appear'd now 
liilupportable to him. Wherefore puttii^ the Hal- 
frr about his Nack, in the Height of DeAair he 
klrk'd tho Stool away : When behold, initead of 
hanging there, he fell to the Ground, the weighty 
Iwuig of hit Bod/ having pulled out a Piece oS 
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(quarc Timber from the Beam, being that Part to 
which the Ring was faften'd. Immediately he was 
like to be overwhelmed, and buried alive in a great 
Heap of Gold, which came fhowering down upon 
him out of the hollow Pldce, which iis Father had 
contrived on Purpofe in the Beam, to put this kind 
St^rcafm on his Son, now fufficicntly mortified by fa 
many Sorrows, 

In a word, this made £b deep an Impreflion on 
him, that he grew reform'd, buying all his Eftate 
back again with Part of the Money j and employing 
the reft in Merchandizing, grew to be a richer Man 
than his Father, or any of his Progenitors. 

Dear Veftelii thy Son Is Generous and Witty : It is 
thy Part to rpdaim him by Methods agreeable to his 
Nature. For Ruggedncfs and Aufterity will make 
him but the Worfe. 

Paris, s*^ ofth i ithMo^n 



LETTER II. 

T§ Codorafrad Cheick, a Man of th 

Law. 

HE R £ has happened an Accident of late which 
teftifics the Zeal of the ^nneh for their Re//- 
gion, as well as it difcovers the rafti and unwarran- 
table Fury of a bieotted DeJ^erado, This Perfon wad 
one of that Se€l they call Hugonotsj of whom theft 
arc great Multitudes in France 5 and tjiey are diamc* 
trically oppofite to thofe of the R&man Faith in their 
Principles, and the Manner of worfhipping Gody yet 
are tolerated by the State, to prevent the Inconve^ 
niipices of a Chil Wkr^ and the Effufioa of Humaa 
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Blood. The King chufing rather by Qemency to 
win them to his Party, tluin by a fcverc Execution 
of the Laws in Force againfl them, to compel their 
Confciences in Matters relating to God, 

Yet many Men are of Opinion, That this 'Bdif^tX 
Condefceniion will not have its dclired EHcd, upoa 
a (lubborn and ungrateful Sort of People ^ who, in- 
ftead of being obliged to Fidelity and Obedience by 
fuch indulgent Favours, are apt to interpret them as 
Arguments of the K/n^'s Impotence and Diiability to 
punifii thofe that reiift his Authority, and to harden 
themfelves the more in their fadious Infblence: As 
it will appear by what I am going to relate of a 
certain religious Furiofo^ a HK^onot by Profeifion. 
This Fellow coming one Day into the great Temfk 
in Tarist which they call Nojire Dame, makes up di- 
redlly toward the Prieji who was celebrating the 
Af/i/} i and waiting a convenient Seafon to execute 
his Purpoie, jud as the trieft was elevating that 
which they eftcem the Sacramental Body qf Jefus 
the Mejpasf above his Head, according to Cuftom, 
that it might be adored by all the Congregation > this 
RufHan flept to him, and flriking the Wafer out of 
his Hand, trampled it under Foot> and then a£^- 
nated the Prieft with his Dagger. 

The whole Aflcmbly were aftonifhed at fuch an 
unexampled Attempt. They ftood flill like Statuses 
for a while, andfuffered the Villain topa(s through 
the Throng, till he caipe to the very Gate cjf tM 
Temple : When beginning to rou2.e out of their Stvfc- 
pefa^lion, £>me run after him, and Co he was Cc\z*6, 
and carried before the next Cadi or Jsid^e of Crimi- 
nal Caufesy who condemned him to have his Right 
Hand firft cut off before the Gate of the fame Tem- 
ple where he had been guilty of this Afl^ffinc and 
Prophanation, and his B(5y prcfently afterwards to 
be burnt alive. Which was accordingly executed. 

But not thinking this a fufHcient Expiation of the 
Diihonour done to God, the Archbiibop of f^ris 

coin- 
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Vrommmandcd Prayers to be made, which they call 
the Oraifins of Forty Hours. He appointed alio a 
Solemn ProceiVion of all the Clergy to the Temple 
qf Noftre Dame, to cleanfe it from the Defilement 
which (according to their Belief) it had conrradbed 
by this impious Adlion. The Sovereign Companies 
of the City likewife attended thefe Ceremonies in 
their Robes of Honour, to teftify their Devotion. 

Thou wilt not conclude me an Infidel, or fay 
that I undertake the Patronage of the Roman Reli- 
giony if I condemn this Fellow as a Martyr to his own 
pAefumption and Arrogance. The Romam and Hu- 
gomts are all ^ike to me, (6 long as they are equal- 
ly Enemies to the Mellenger of God. But it is not 
decent or wife, neither good Manners nor Policy, to 
affront the eftablifhed Religion of the Country where 
a Man lives. *Twas fufficicnt that this Ruffian and 
all his Brethren had the Liberty of ferving God after 
their own Way. It was an unpardonable Immora- 
lity to difturb the la^wful Pric;ftsof the Nation, efpc-- 
dially in Co barbarous a Manner, in the very Height 
of their Myfteries, the midfl of their daily Sacrifice, 
at the Altar of their God, where they profefs to im- 
molate after a tranfcendant Manner, no lefs than the 
Body and Blood of the Mejpds, 

Doubtlefs, all Nations are jealous for their Religion^ 
a ^ J we Muffiilmant. (hould not icjruple to put t^ 
Death a head-ftroDg diafar, who would prcfume bu; 
to pollute our Sacred Mofques by his Uocircjumcifc4 
Prefeoce j much lefs Ihould we ipare him, H he at- 
tempted to oflfer any Violence to a jf-ue Believer, as 
he was adorinjg the Eternal Unity after the Way ob- 
fcrveJ by our Fathers, znd commanded by the TrO' 
fhet. And t ho' thefe Nax^arenes are Worfliippers of 
Images and Pi^resi tho* they, adore that which tp 
all outward Appearance is but a Piece of Bread j vet 
the Precept of Aiofes ought to "he regarded, which 
fays, ,te fifflt. not hlafphttht ifie Gods of. the JUatms 
wmhtr. ye goytQ dvelU ^ . : 
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Venerable Succefir of Mofet and the Prcphets» 
vouchiafe to ptgy iov Mahmm, that whiUl he dwells 
ampng thefe Irjidels^ he maj neither make Ship- 
wreck of his Faith by embracing their Vanities, 
nor yet forfeit his Difcretioa by any rude, unfeem- 
ly, or violent Carriage againd them. 

Paris, ^id of the nth Moon 
of the Tear 1671. 



LETTER III. 

7i Dgnet Oglou. 

THcrc arc a Sort of Men among the Nazarene 
EccUJisJIichy whom they call Ca/uifis, Thefe 
arc profoundly vers'd m the Learning of the Schools, 
which (if thou remembrcft) honefl Father Antonio, 
the Old SicHian Trieft, our Friend, ufed to term, 
The Science of husks. A dry, cha£fy Sort of Know- 
ledge, confiding only of empty vapid Notions, 
windy IdeaSi Diilind^ions made in Sand, which may 
be cfraced, altcr'd, or form'd at Pleaiiire. The vcrj 
Contemplation of thefe Metaphyseal Trifles, is 
enough to put one in a Fever 5 io iubtle is the Poi- 
Ibn they contain : a Spiritual Venom, which darts 
like Lightning thro' one's Thpughts, and fbon fer- 
ments the Scml, boiling our Realon uj, to fcum and 
froth it felf away in Divine Jargon and Religious Non- 
lenlc. 

Thefe Men will fplit a Hair in Divinity to make 
a Scruple, or to difannul it. They raiic a Dud in the 
Eyes of thofe that give heed to them, and play h(k 
and loofc with Human Rcafbn, as it ftrvcs a Turn, 
They'll make a Hog of a Culhion, and tura an Ele- 
phant into a CofiKre-Diih, with their enchanting H'^er- 
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ceities, Idintitiesy ^uatenus\ and the reft of their 
Learned Ltgerdemain, the pcrfedl Hocus-Focus of the 
Sprbonne ; by which they juggle Men out of their 
Senfes, and frame ChimAm's tar more monftrous 
than thofe in the Fid^ions of Ovid^ or the more 
early and myflcrious Poems of Mufdusy Orph^uj, 
and Hefiod. They teach Men to Humble at a Feather 
in the Way of a Religious Life, yet not to boggle 
at a Milftone or a Mountain, where Interefl calls tor 
Refolution and Speed. They ftarp!)iore Difficulties 
than thcmielves can anfwer in tileCafes of the Poor. 
But where Plenty of Gold appears, every Thing is 
made eaiy and plain. Mere Higglers in Religion ; 
Quacks and Empiricks in Matters of Confcience*; 
murdering a Thoufand diilemper'd Souls, for one 
they cure : Pretending to be Guides to PM'odifey they 
lead Men through uncouth Paths and intricate Wind- 
ings, till they are loft in Labyrinths of Error, bor- 
dering on the Confines of Hell. And then they 
leave them to chemfelves ; where, if they make one 
falfe Step, they go out of their Bouiids ; trefpafs on 
the VeviVs Frontiers / and fb are either in Danger of 
a Precipice, or at leaft of beinr taken Captives by 
the outlying Scouts of the hf^rnal Kingdom, from 
whom 'tis difficult to eTcape. 

There were fuch as thefc alfi> among the yews 
and .Gentiles of old, and fo there are at this Day in 
ail Religions, Men who are (evere in Tun^Uio\ and 
negle^ the nK>rc important Precepts of the I4». 
Nor can the hinffulmans themfclves be frccifrom this 
Embarrafsmcnt 0f the Faith and Truth brought, 
dewn from Heaven. 

If thou obferveft the grave and fupercilious Looks 
of our Imn$tm\ MoUtU7% CadVs, 6cc. thou'lt tiike 
'cm for the juftcft Men, the holieft Saints on Earth. 
Mark but their Dtfcourfir, *m an Abridgment of the 
Alcoran. They're .fecDieach Morning at the firft Hour 
of TubUck, PrAyitr^ 'walking before the Mofi^i^eiy or fit- 
tmg \^\^^^j9^Goniftxusy.uaiM &m6. melancholy 
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Cyprcfs, reading the Book of Affonak, or fomc other 
fpiritual Trcatiic. With Eyes caft up to Heaven, or 
humbly fixed upon the Ground, and mimick Poftures 
of their Hands, they a6t Devotion to the Life : 
Yet, in their Hearts, perhaps, are ftudying how to 
circumvent their Neighbours. 

Go to thcie Perfons for InlhiiAion in any doubt- 
ful Cafe, they will hamper thee with tar-fictch'd 
Terms and crabbed Problems; with formal Afyc6ks, 
and tedious Circumlocutions ; ftroaking their Beards, 
and lighing firom deceitful Breads, they will inw 
dudriouily amufe thy Soul with dark .Xmgma's, and 
trapan thy Senfe in Snares of infignificant and unin- 
ttUigible Words 5 driving to make thee believe, they 
are the Picklocks of the Eternal Cabmety if not the 
Frizy-Cotm/illors of Heaven: Whereas the way of 
Piety is plain, and circumfcribed with certain noted 
Boundaries. 'Tis hard indeed for a bewilder*d Tra- 
veller to find the narrowefl Gate, and firft Avenue of 
"ihis facred Path, amongft £0 many goi^eous glitter- 
ing Portals ever (landing open, and inviting Men iato 
the fpacious Fields of Vice. But when he has once 
entered the obfcurer Pafs, he has bothing die to do, 
but go diredly on> without turning to the right 
Hand, or the Left, only regarding the fix^d Land^ 
marks of eternal Truth, invariable Reaibn, and found 
Morality. To fpeak plainly, a Man's Duty is com- 
prehended in a few eafy Rules ; and he that goes to 
render *cm difficult, by knotty, thorn^Glof&s, throw^ 
Stumbling-blocks before tiie Feet of IVj»# BtlitverSf 
^d interrupts their Pilgriniage. to Heaven^ 

My Friend, if any pious Scruple trouble thee or 
me, let us henceforth be our own Cafuifts-^ and not 
hy blind implicite Faith, enflav* our 5Wj to Men 
perhaps more ignorant than bur ft Ives. The La-m 
is plaii> and politive, in. neceflary Matters. What 
need we feek to entangle our i'dves more?* 

.If we perfiirm ;Our Orjiifins at the appoiiitcd Hours, 

what xnatteir i&ir> whether we ob&rve.the GxTnuHtp- 

i mary 
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enary Poftures, or no ? We that are illuminated, I 
only fpeak of fiich. As for the phlegmatick dull 
Multitude, 'tis fit they fhould be curbed with Difci- . 
pline, and made to obierve the nice PunMio's of 
Obedience. What iignifies the old verfatile Turn 
of the Head, from one Side to the other, as if we 
thought to catch the Prophet peeping over our 
Shou^aers ? Or, where is the Senfe vi the profounder 
Mfrtery of poring on our Fingers with extended 
Palms, as if we were at School, and learning our Al- 
fhabety or imitated the clownilh Rufticks oi Arme- 
nia I who as they work i'th' Fields and yineyards, 
will make a Dial of their Hand, a Gnomon of a 
Straw, and lofe an Hour in ftedfaft gazing on their 
dirty Fifts, to know what time of Day it is? Then 
the myfterious rcfting of our Hands upon our Knees, 
with other formal Ceremonies ; What are they alt 
but an external Difcipline, confirmed by ancient Cu- 
ftoni, and obfcrved for Order's fake ? This need not 
trouble thee or me, whenever we have occafion to 
retrench flich indififerent Niceties. 

Nay, to go farther ,• if we (hould negledJ: the 
ftated Periods of folemn Adoration, compelled there- 
to by Sickncfs, Travelling, or any other NecefTity ; 
be not difconfblatc, as if thou had ft been guilty or a 
mortal Sin. Some fupererogating Work of Charity, 
will cancel ten fuch Faults' as that : Or at leaft, thou 
jnay'ft look boldly in the Face of God, when at ano- 
ther Seafon, on thy Knees, thou makeft ample Com- 
penlation j or by i&crcd Abftinence and Fafting, diC" 
perfcft all the Mifts and Clouds of Giiilt, that fat fb 
heavy on thy Soul. The Times are all alike to him that 
is Eternal. There's no Diftin6Hon of Day or Night, 
with that immortal Eflcnce, who made the Sunanji 
Stars, and is Hin^felf the unchangeable Source of Light. 

So, if we (hould addrefs ourfclves to Heaven, with- 
out the ufual Forms of Prayer, or any Words at alB; 
we have no reafbn to be fad, as if our Oraifbns were 
incfFeAual and unheard. In the Eternal, High 
Rcccfs, our filent Vows, and fofteft Whiipcr« of thh 
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iSoul, echo as loud as the moft bold, and noify Gar 
inour of the Tongue. There is a Rank of Sjpirits 
among the re{b above, on pur pole made to wa& the 
fecrct Thoughts of mortal Men to Heaven. We can- 
not foil of Audience there, whenever wc lend the 
Icail Ejiculation up, with firm Credentials from the 
Heart. 

In a >^ord, believe my Dgnet, That the SufrimB- 
ly Inteltf^ent and Pf^ife chiefly regards the Intention 
Und Fervor of our Minds, the habitual Bent of our 
.Souls, with the innocent and pious Adiions of our 
L*ves. He is not to be moved (unlefs to Indigna- 
tion) by the yvn Tautologies of our verbal Orailons, 
the naufeating Qrambt of dcvouteft Words, common 
^o Hypocrites and Perfons of Sincerity, to the moft 
incorrigible Sinners and ,thc greatcft Saints. The 
bumble Silence of a Heart refign'd to Dcftiny, is a 
pacificjt Sacrifice, atoning for the grcateft Sins, at- 
tr^Qixxig choiceil Favours, Smiles and Bcnedi^ious 
from the Eternal. This is the Difcipli^e of facred 
Love, the Rule of perfci^ I^ife, the fecret Chart of 
the Ele^, whereby they Hecr their Courfc to TarA- 

Which of th:: Prophets was a formal Beadfman» 
to number out his Oiaifons at F:nger*s-End, and of- 
fer up to God a fhort and vain Retail of Words, in 
Rccompence of infinite Bounties pafi^, and in hopes 
lof more to /:ome? 

When Meihornet was purfued by cruel Infidels, and 
forc'd to make the Wildernjcfs his San^uary, and 
hide himfelf within the Hollow of an aged Oak, hp 
^id not feek H> amufe the Eternal wijth fludipd Forms 
x)f Speech, and human Eloquence, or tire th' im- 
j?iortal Ears with a jeligious long Harangue i as if 
he tho.yght to enfu.ire the general Mercy of the i^ 
Jy One, in Trains of arti&ciai and. elaborate Lan- 
guage, or .catch his more particular Indulgence, 
in a Trap of jfubtle Rhetoric k. The harmJc/s 
Saint, with Heart and Face composed, with fcif- 
^cnying Thoughts and Lpoks, flood Ukc a Statue ;n 

the 



Vol. VII. A Spy tf/ P A R I s. 195 

the blefled Afylum : Whilft gentle Rivulets of com- 
paflionate Tears triU'd down his Cheeks,, his Soul 
was pierced with facred Pity to his Enemies. * He 
figh'd and wifh'd, in (hort, whatever blamelefs Piety 
could iiiggeft for him and them. Angels immedi- 
ately carried the prophetick VoWs to Heaven. His 
filent pafTionate Prayer was heard. Thp cruel Per- 
fccutors, blinded with impious Fury, rulhed into the 
Defarti they fpread themfelves abroad, and rode at 
large : One Traytor fpurred his Horfc thro' thickeft 
Webs of low-entangled Thorns and Under- woods,' 
greedy of the Royal and Majeftick Prey j whilft 
others took the open Paths, hoping to overtake 
the Trophet on the Flight. They feem'd to fwim, 
or fly rather than ride, fuch was tlie Swiftnefs of 
their Courfe, fierce was the Cry,.re-echo*d from the 
Hollows of the Rocks and Valleys, (Mecca, for the 
Head of Mahomet), ' Some ftumbled at the out- 
creeping Roots of Trees, and broke a Leg or an Arm, 
by a precipitate Fall from off their Beafts j whilft others 
had their Eyes ftruck blind by interfering Twigs. One 
bad his Turbant rudely brufh'd off, ana Scalp f<?vere- 
ly fhaved, by broken Stumps of Boughs, and Rows 
of knotty Branches, placed and bent down by Fate, 
on purpqfc to avenge the Apoftle's Caufe on iuch a 
Mifcreant as this. Another could not curb his Horle 
from jumping down into a deep Quarry, digg'd in 
the midft ot the Wood, where the proud Heretick 
dafh'd his Skull and Brains upon the Marble Pave- 
ment at the Bottom. So fenfible and vindidtive arc 
hianimate Creatures, when a good Man, a Saint, a 
Friend of God is wronged. The yerv Stocks and 
Stones, and all the Elements are touched with facred 
Sympathies at fuch a Time. The Frame of Nature 
feels ftrange tender PaiTions, Fits and Qualms of 
amorous Regard. And God himfelf, if I may fb 
•€xprefs my felf, is rouzed as from a Trance j and 
{hatching up the Weapons of his Power and Wrath, 
runs like a ChampioQ to defend the Caufc of in- 
jured Innocence* 
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But I forget that I am writing a Letter, and 
therefore ought to be brief. Befides, what I have 
iaid is fufficient to convince thee, that I have an 
Idea of Religion, far different from that which the 
Cailiifts, whether Mujftdmans or Chriflians, would 
imprint in Mens Minds. 

If thou e^nfl: not think as I do, I condemn thee 
not. Ufe thy native Freedom i but remember, that 
tho* Mens Reafons and Opinions vary as do their 
Faces j vet Truth is homogeneous, uniform, and ever 
of the fame Complexion, in all Ages and Nations. 

Paris, jfi of the xd Moon 
of the Tear i6yi* 



LETTER IV^ 

To the Kaimacham. 

TH E King of Trmce has lately made a League 
with the King of England, Whereupon the 
People, by way of Proverb, fay, That Mars and 
Jufiter are now in Conjun^ion : rcflc6ting thereby, 
on the different Temper of thefe two Princes. The 
one debonair and jovial, exceflively addicted to Wo- 
men and-Wine, yet not forgetting or declining majr- 
tial Afiairs, when his Honour or Intereft invites 
him to take up Arms : The other feeming wholly 
taken up with the Thoughts of Conquef!:, and en- 
larging his Dominions ; yet fparing fome time for 
the Enjoyment of himfclf, and Profecution of h^s 
Amours. 

However, both of them now have proclaimed 
open War againft the Hollanders, by Sea "arid Land. 
The King of Sweden, who Was before an Miy of 
the Duuh, has of late declared hlmfelf aJ^J^euter. 
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And the Bifliop of Munfler, who is qoe of the E- 
Ic&ors of the Germ;in Empire, is engaged in the 
Trench Intcreft. 

Thus are fomc of the Princes and States in £«- 
rop€ divided already j and God knows how far the 
Breach may extend in time. 

Tis not altogether unworthy of Remark, what 
different Fa6tions there were of late amongft jthe 
Holhmlers themfclves, thoVa Kefublkky pretending 
to greater and fafter Union of Interefts than what 
can be found in any Monarchy. Yet this Common- 
wealth was rent into three feveral Parties : Whereof 
one was headed by the Prince of Orange \ the 
other of John de H^ity and the third was compofed 
of the Commons, without any Chief of Note. 

I will not trouble thee with a Character of the 
Prince of Orange : He \^ already known by Fame 
at the Sublime Vorte. As to John dejf^tt, I can give 
no other Account at prcfcnt, but that he was a Per- 
fon, whom Fortune had. raifcd to fuch an Eminence 
in the Commonwealth, as made him the Prince of' 
Orange's Rival, and Competitor for the Supremacy. 
*rherefore he fought to exclude him from all Em- 
ployments and Oaices of Truft, that he might efla- 
blifh himfdf in his Place. 

The third Party, whom we may call Republicanst 
were of Opinion, That it w^as not for the Honour 
of the Common-wealth to acknowledge any Head'y 
judging that the Eftabliftiment or Exclufion, th« 
Rife or Fall of the Prince, or De Wit, ought to be 
a thing indifferent to the States* In regard the Com- 
monwealth appeared in their Sight fufficient to flourifli, 
under the Protediion of her own Arms and Riches, 
without having any need of either the Prince of O- 
range^ji AfTiflance, or De-Wit's. 

However, not with/landing thefe Animofities of the 
HoildnJ^rj among themfelves, as foon as they tbund 
themfclves engaged in a War 'with two fuch potent 
Monarchs, they all unanimoufly chofc the Prince 

K 3 <^i 
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of Orangey artjcneral of their Arn^ : Reqierobring 
the f mous Acflions of his Fathers, the Princes of 
the Houle of Haffau, by whoie Valour and Condu^l 

• they had gain'd and conlcrv'd their Liberties. Oq 
the other Side, Ve Wit, having rendered himfclf 
odious to the Vulgar, was by them torn in Pieces j 
Such a Dcfliny oS happening to' thofe who afpirc 

■ to raift themfelvcs by unlawful Mcthbds, and who 
aie ambitious to be the Ringleaders dt a Fad^ion. 

The Trench call the Prince of Orange a General 
without an Army / in regard the Hollanders being 
as yet only upon the Dcfcnfivc, and their Towns' 
wanting ftrong Garrifbns, their Soldiers are all dif^ 
pofcd of this way, (6 that there is little or no Ap- 
pearance of a Field Army. 

This is certain, the King of France is the mod 
gallant Prince in Europe. He pafles fiom Divcrtiic- 
mcnts to the Toils of the War; and from the Cam- 
paign returns to his Pleafures again. Thus 'tis diffi- 
cult to diftinguifli between his Labours and Recrea- 
tions j his Pleafures and his Bufmefs. They fcem to 
be jfb near of kin, that he takes equal Plcafure in 
loth. 

*Twas but a little before the firft Appearances of 
th s War, that be and his Qpcen were revelling in the 
Gardens of Chantillyi where a Royal Entertainment 
was prepared for them by Night. The Court attend- 
t d them thither j and thei« the Roman Luxury was 
feen fn Royal Miniature. As fbon as the Gates were 
open'd, there appeared an artificial Day; ib light was 
the Place made with Flambeaux and Lamps : Which 
being well placed among the Trees with other re- 
fin*d Illuminations, adorn*d with •Chaplets of 
Flowers, which prefented the Eye with a pleafing 
Medley of Colours, interfpcrfed with Oranges, Ci- 
trons, and other agreeable Fruits, tranfported the 
Company with cxquifite Delights. All together 

, pretty well refembled a Foreft in a Chamber : For 
the Walls not being far from the Place where the 
&t, were hung with Arras, with a Multitude 



Vol. VII. a spy at? AtLi^. 19^ 

of Lights burning near the Hangings i and there was 
a Spring of Water in the middle of the Garden, railing 
it iclf after a wonderful Manner into the Form of a high 
Pyramid ; and falling again into three Bafbns of Mar- 
l^e {uccefTively, from one to the other» made a plear 
iant Spedbacle to the Courtiers. 

Then a mofl: magnificent Collation was ferved up 
with vocal and inftrumental Mufick> ib foft and fine, 
with a fudden Dew cooling the Air, which had a 
Smell like Sweet-Bryars, as rendered the Place a 
perfe<St ParaMfe, After which followed the King's 
Supper, far furpaffing the other Banquet in all man- 
ner of Delicacy and Politenefs, as well as the ftu- 
pendous Abundance of Difties. When Supper was 
ended, they were entertained with a Show of fbmc- 
thing admirable and new in Fire- works. But tho* it 
be fo to them, 1 will not trouble thee with a Dcfcrip- 
tion of it ; fmce thou haft feen far finer and more 
coftly at Conjiantinople, or wherc-ever the great Sul'- 
tan kept his Refideilce at the Time of a Dunalma, 

After this, the King went to fee the New Forti- 
fications of Dunkirk t which he had ord» r'd not long 
before. And in a little Time, followed this Decla* 
ration of War againfl Holland. 

So Things go in a Circle {xovaWar to Teace'y 
from Ftace to War again. However, thou wilt the 
better know by what I have laid, how. to comport 
thv felf, in cafe of any Difference between the Eng- 
Uji, Fnncb, and HoUanders at the Smblime fmrte, 
God infpire thee with CUmaSerical Wifdom^ to 
adjuil all Di6iculties in their dated Periods. 

Parisy %6tb of the id Moon 
•l tho Xoar 1671. 
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LETTER V. 

^0. Cara Hali, Vhyjician to the Grand 

Seignior. 

THou haft borne with a thoufand Impertinencies 
in my Letters j and I know not whether what 
I am now going to write, will delcrve a better Cha- 
radcr. However, I feel a Spirit within nae, check- 
ing my ftupid Mind, in that I was not before fcn- 
iible of my Error, but muft make fo late -a Recan- 
tation. It is impoflible for me to rcfled^ on the 
vain and trifling Subjedis 1 have all along entertained 
thee with, and not to blufh at fo grand an Over- 
light j fince I then feemcd not fo much as to regard 
thy Knowledge and Pradicc in Medicinesy which has 
exalted thee to the Honour of being placed in the Front 
of thofewho take Careot the Grand Seignior's Hcsilth, 
Much lefs did I preient thee with Matters fuitable to 
thy more interior Knowledge, and that hidden WiA 
dom, which dcfeivculy ranks thee among the moft 
pcrfcft and accomplifhed Mortals. 

In ancient Times, Theology and Fhyfck were count- 
ed Scier>ces of fuch a near Relation and mutual De- 
pcndance, that one could not fublift without the 
other. By Vhyfick they meant the general Science of 
Nature, oiherwifc termed Magick: Which compre- 
hended under it the Knowledge of the Heavens, the 
Elements, and every Being within their vaft Circum- 
ference: The Motions of 5«», Moon, and Stars, their 
various AffeBs, Influences and Dominions 'mxhisXovrtv 
"V Olid : The Nature of the Winds and Meteors, with 
their Effcdsi the Virtues of all Plants, and living 
Creatures 3 as alfo of infenjible Things, the Metals^ 
Minerals, and other Subilances found both on the 

Surface 
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Surface of the Earth, within its Concave, and in 
the Sea. 

Such as thofe of old, were Apollonius ThyanAus, 
with the Magi of Terjia and Chaldda j fuch as Hie^ 
rarchas among the Brachmans ; Teffion the Gymnofo* 
'phifis Budda the Baiylonian ^ Numa PompHius at Rome^ 
ZamolxUes of Thrace -, Abbaris the Hyperborean j 
Hermes Trifmegiftus of Mgyft i Zoroafter the Son of 
Oromafes King o£ Ba^ria i Evantes an Arabian Kingj 
Zacharias, a Babylonian j Jofefh a Hebrew ; with 
many others of different Nations j as Zenotenus, Ki-^ 
rannidesy Almadaly TheteU Alchind, Abely Ttolomy^ 
Gebe/y Zabel, Nazjibarub, Tebiti Aerifh, Solomon, 
Afirofhony Hiffarchusy Alcmeon, &c. And of later 
Date, Albert us y furnamed the Great, Arnoldus dt 
Villa Novay Cardan, Bjtymond Lullius, with a fev? 
more not worth the naming. 

Thefc contemplated the fecrct Force and Virtue 
of celeftial and fublunary Things ^ the hidden Sym- 
pathy between them and the myflerious Powers of 
Nature. Then having by a curious and painful 
Scrutmy traced out the true Genealogies of Things, 
caft their Nativities, and difcovered all their Kin- 
dred, Allies, Friends and Enemies j knew by applying 
in due Seafbn ABives to proper Paffivesy how to pro- 
duce Effe& appearing ftupendous Prodigies to the 
Vulgar, and no lefs than Miracles : Whereas, all this 
h but a. pure Refult of Nature, help'd by human 
Art. So Watches, Dials, Clocks, and Mirrors, ap- 
pearU at fir ft to the ignorant World, the Eifedts of 
Magick ; Efpecially the limple Natives of America, 
liiew*d' little more Wit than Apes or Cats, which 
look behirid the Glafs, to find the adfcive Figure of 
\ themljelves, that they faw in it. 

And now I am got amongft thofe poor Barbari' 
ansy X cannot - forget a Paflage of a poor Terwvian 
Slave, who being ftnt by his Spani/Jj Mafter with a 
Basket^ of choice Fruit, and a Letter to his Friend 5 
the filly Ignoramus being faint, by reafon of the cx- 
ceflive Hear j his journey being alfo tedious, from 
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.the Town of Lima to a Viflage near the Mountains 
of Totofit eat up the Fruit by the Way, to allay his 
Hungry Third. However, not having Ss gcio^ a 
Stomach to the Letter, he deliver'd it i&fe to the 
Perfbn to whom it was addrefsM} never once dteaffi- 
ing that an infenfible Piece of Paper could tell Talej. 
But that difcovering his Crfme, when he came home, 
his Mafier'order'd him to the Bafiinado, to make him 
ienfible of It. Then he was fent again on the 
fame Errand with Oranges and a Letter i and meet- 
ing with the fame Temptation, he knew not what 
to do. At laft, he hid. the Letter under a Heap of 
Sand: wifely concluding, That if it faw him not, it 
could never betray his Fadl. However, to fecure it 
fronvail Means of Peeping, he fpread his Mantle 
over the Place, and then fell roundly to his Banquet j 
thinking he (hould now have no Accufer. In fine, 
lie eat up all the Oranges, and was worie bang*d for 
his Pains than the Time before. 

Generous Halt, thou fee'fl I am fallen into the 
fame Error for which I made Apology at the Be- 
ginning of this Letter : But thou can'ft cafily for«ve 
luch Crimes asthefe. Suffer me only to relapfe uius 
far, That I may mention the Mathematical Magici- 
ans ; fuch as Archytm^ who made a fVo^den Tigeon to 
fly J and Albert the Great, who taught a Brazen 
Head to {peak ; Not forgetting' him unknown by 
Name, who gave to the Statues of Mercttrf^ VolubU 
Tongues, and Elegant Languages 5 b^ whofc Mecha* 
nick Art. a Brazet^ Serpent leam'd to hifs : and Birds 
of the fame Metal with other Helps, out-vy*d the 
Nightingales and Thrulhes in their Melody. 

I will not omit the execrable Practices of Neero- 
mancers, or fuch as invocate the Dead 5 and with 
ncfandous Ceremonies, Rites and Sacrifices, call to 
Aid Infernal Spirits J bind them in Cryftals, or ibme 
other Vehicle j and then adore *em as the andent 
Romans did their Lares and Penates. Thefe arc their 
Oracles which they confult in all Emergencies} and 

by 
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by their Help, work Wonders iti the World, forc- 
tcl Things hiturc, and reveal the. moft remote and 
hidden Secrets, whether paft, or prefcnt. Nor is this 
a Fable, or an Old- Wife's Tale j tor unlets the ex- 
perienced Nations of the Earth had found fbme real 
Evils from Wizards, Magicians and Witches j they 
would not have made fo fevere Law? againft them, 
as to aim at their Extermination from 3ic Earth. 

Neither need we admire, that Women are as much 
addi<Sted to thcfe^ curfed Vanities as Men j fince they 
are naturally more inquiHtive into S^rets, and leis 
cautious of being impoied upon : Tncy arc prone 
to Superftition j and from their Infancy, brcd.ups]CO 
obferve their Preams, their Moles, and other Marks 
upon their Bodies. They covet all the Depth of 
Pahniftry and Phyfiognomy j bcfides a Thouiand 
other little Follies. 

If t)hey meet a Man in the Street at firft going 
out, they are encouragC(d» and take it for a Sign of 
their good Fortune* But if one of their own Sejt. 
encounters them,, they cur jfe the undefigning Female, 
and return home again*. They obferve Fatal Days 
and Nights, and certain Critical Hours, wherein 
they try Experiments to know their future Husbands. 
They brew enchanting Philters for their Lovers, and 
intoxicate them with Liquors, wherein young hu- 
man Cupids have been boiled with Herbs, as povv£r^ 
fill to cffed their Wiih, as thofe that Circt or Mt- 
den knew. In fhort, there is no Species of Sortik' 
gyy or Divination, which vain and voung Maidens 
are not pradis'd in : Which has a rair Difpofition, 
or Introduction, to the blackeft Kind of Magick, 

But bleiled are they, O Pious and moft Learned 
Htf//, who being profoundly skilled, and daily con- 
verfant in the Science of Nature, have never 
tainted themfclvcs by any unlawful Commerce with 
Spirits Unclean, Infernal, and Enemies to God. 
They are Divine Magicians, having Ccleftial Cha- 
ra^crs, the hidden Name of God imprinted on their 

K ^ Souls, 



{ 
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Souls, whereby they are able to attrad^ the Angelsi 
and make the highefl Spirits obey him. 

Halt, God grant that thou maycft be one of this 
reoerablc and happy Number. FarewcU 

Paris, ph of the j^h Moon 
of the Tear idjx. 



LETTER VL- 
SI? Orchan Cabet, Student of the Sci- 
ences, and Penfioner to the Grand 
Seignior. 

IT has been a long Time fince the Chriftians have 
openly publilhed Libels againft OMvHoly Lawgiver, 
and the Book which he received from the Hands of 
iiabriel, one of the chief Princes ot Heavenr : They 
affirm for an undoubted Truth, That Mahomet him- 
fclf compos'd that Volume of Light, by the Help 
of Neftorius a Chriftian Monk, and AhdalU a ^ew : 
And that it is but an artificial Medley y a Hotch-potck, 
05, Gallimaufry of Pagan, Jemfh ind Chriftian Prin- 
ciples} cunningly fuited and blended together, in 
order to gain Profeiytes of all Religions. ' 

1 pro^cit by the Veneration I owe to the Eternal 
God of Heaven, That I really believe the Alcoran to 
be of Divine Origmal. Such is the inimitable Ele- 
gance of the Stile, the Brightnefs and Force of its 
Reafons and Arguments, the wonderful and charming 
Contexture of Things Hiftorical, Moral and Vivine ; 
that all the Writings in ihe World bcfide, feem to 
be flat and infipid, compared with this Sacred and 
Stupendous VarUe^ oi: Wiidom. Yet, I muft confefs, 
"■•■■■ I 
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I know not how to anfwer the Accufation of the 
Nazarenes, becaufe I have never read any Mujfulmofp 
Treatife, that undertook ta refute thefe Calumnies : 
Which makes me apt to think, there is none fuch 
extant. For 1 have made diligent Enquiry, difcours'd 
with feveral learned Dodors of our Law : but can 
gain no Satisfa^ion in that Point* 

Perhaps, our Fathers in former Ages were igno- 
rant how the MefTenger of God had been traduc'd 
by the Chriftians j or if they knew it, yet they diP-. 
dain'd to anfwer fuch malicious Lyes. And as for 
thefe modern Times, the Zeal of Religion is grown 
too cold among the true Believers. Every one is 
carried away with Self- Love, whilft no Man will 
be at the Pains to defend the Truth, or manifeft the 
Errors of our Enemies. Befides it is now impoffi* 
ble to difprove what they fay concerning Neftorius 
and Abdalla ,• unlcfs wc could produce Authors of 
unqueflionablc Authority, who liv'd in Mahomeft 
Time, and fb could give a more exa£l Account of 
his Life, than thofe that came after them. 

However, if we confult common Reafen, we fholl 
find it very improbable, That Three Men of fuch 
contrary Principles, as a Jei»i a Chrijiian, and a Pa' 
gan, fhould all voluntarily agree and jump in one 
Defign of briwing their feveral Religions together, 
and drawing fuoh an Extra^ horn them as could 
fiiit' with neither ot their Parties Singly, and was like 
to have all of them together for its Enemies and 
Perfecutors : There was no Ground for them to ex- 
pied: the Converfionof any J^i^s, So lone as the .^ 
coran aflerts jfefusj the Sm rf Mary, to %c the tnu 
MeJJiAs, the Word and Breath of Cod, Worker of Mira- 
cles, Healer ofDifeafes, Preacher of Heavenly DcMm, 
and Exemplary Pattern of a perfeii Life j denying that 
he was Crucijyd, but affirming tl>at he Afsended into 
ParaMfe, Whereas the fewf^a)! him an Bxecrakht 
Impoftor, Magician, Sedncerof %iie Nations i and :fi^ 
naiiy, by way of extreme Derifion, they term him 
the Man that was hafi^d on a free, ; 
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Neither was the Alcoran like to find any better 
Entertainment among the ChrifttMns, for this lift 
Rcafbnj in that it denfbs the Crucifixion of the 
MeJjMs, which is the Bafis whereon all the Super- 
ftrudhirc of their Religion is built : *Tis the Angu- 
lar Stone of Chriftmnity, Bcfides they could never 
be recoDciI'd to Polygamy, Circumciiion, abolifluag 
of Images and Pidtures ; nor to a grtat many other 
Things which the Muffsdman-LaiW enjoins. Efpe- 
icially they could never brook the Denial of the Tri- 
nity, 

And for the fame Reafbn, this (lippos'd, patch'd 
Form of Religion would have been as uttle welcome 
to the Gentiles, in that it took from them the Multi- 
tude of their Gods, and aflerted the Unity of the 
Divine Eflence. So that all Circumfhnces being 
weigh'd, it appears that the Alcoran^ fince It has 
had flich Succefs in the World, could not be forg'd 
by thole Three, noi* compos'd by any human Pen ; 
but is of Divine Original. Befides, had there been 
flich a Triumvirate known in the Cafe, the Cm'di's 
of Mecca, and other Mortal Enemies of Mahomet 
aud his Dodh'ine, would not have fpar'd to upbraid 
him with it : And if they were not known to the 
Arabians^ who were converiant with him, how 
came the Chtiftians to be informed of this private 
Cabal, who were altogether Strangers to Mahomet 
at that Time? 

Confider well theft Things, and thou wilt have 
no Rcafon to give Credit to the Calumnies and ly- 
ing Afberfions cafl: on the AfoJIle of God by UnbeUt' 
•fvers y but being more and more confirm'd in the 
Undefiled Faith, wilt glorify God, who has guided 
thee in the right Way, and not into the Way of I»- 
fidels, and thole >with whom he is difpleafed. 

Orchan, as thou art endu'd with great Learning, I 
counfel thee to cmpk)y it in defending the Caufe o£ 
the Prophet, who cou'd neither write nor tad, 

Paris, ifth of the 6th Moon 
of the Tear xdyi. 
* L E T- 
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LETTER VII. 

To Hamet, Reis EfFendi, Trincipal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

HERE Iia$ been hot Work this Summer in the 
Weft, The King of Irance has made fuch 
Iwift and large Conquefts on the Hollanders, that 
they have hardly had Time to confidcr their LofTes, 
and the Number of their Towns fallen into their 
Enemies Hands. 

It always falls out fb> when this Monarch goes in 
Perfbn to the Campaign, as he did this Year. In a 
very little Time he took Burich, Orjay, Bamberg, Ve^ 
zelf Kees, Ewmerick, and many other Places. Yet 
this Succefs was allay'd with the Death of the Duke 
of Longueville, who fell a Viftim, either to his Dull- 
nefsor Temerity, in not hearing, or not receiving the 
Cries of the Enemy, who demanded Quarter as the 
Jrench were pafling the ^ini. He was fhot with a 
Musket-Bullet: And the Duke of JEngum, his Cou- 
iin, very narrowly efcap'd 5 for they were both 
jointly engaged in the fame A£tion. 

The Death of this Prince is much lamented, not 
only by thofe of his Family, but by the whole Court 
and City, as being in the Flower of his Time, having 
iignaliz'd his Valour at the Siege ofCandv, the Conc^ucft 
of the Franche-Comptt, and other warlike iKxpeditions. 
And they difcourfe, as if he had been deiign'd to 
ftand Candidate for the Polijh Crown. 

I am the more particular in this Relation, be- 
caufc the Enter prize of the French King in pafTing 
the Rhine, is look'd upon as one of the moft hardy 
and bold, that ever was taken in Hand. In all the 
Hiftories of thefe Parts, there is not one Example 
of fb furprizing an Expedition. And the Succef? 
anfwer'd their Expc^ations ; For the Hotlnnderi were 
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extremely daunted and diiheartened by the News of 
thcfe Exploits. In a little Time Amheim and Nime- 
guerit were reduced to the King's Obedience j with 
the Fort ot Skin, and Towns of D* Oesburg^ Bomel, 
Zutfhen \ Deventer, the Metrop§Us of a Province j 
with Weifeti Tongres, Mafeicky Dortemainy Elbourgy 
Woerdin^ Amheim, another Capital City, with many 
more Places, too tedious to be rchears*<i. 

In a Word, Such are his expeditious Marches, his 
iage Counfels, his never- failing Succefs, that the 
People think it not Flattery to call him a fecond 
Alexander the Great, Tamerlane, Scanderbeg, Scipio, 
Hannibal, and all the great heroick Names in the 
World. 

To fpeak the Truth, the Kings of France have all 
along made an illuflrious Figure in the World. And 
their famous Exploits in War, with their Heroick 
Adtions in Time of Peace, afford flifficient Matter 
for the higheft Panegyricks, without an Occafion of 
Hyperbole's, Which made one of the Roman Miffti*s 
in a Letter to the King of France, thus exprefs him- 
felf: *By how much the Royal Dignity tranfcends 

• the State ot other Men, fo far is the Monarchy of 

* France exalted above all the Kingdoms in the World.* 
Pope Urban IV. faicl, that the King of France was 
as the Morning Star in the Firmament of Princes j 
brighter than all other Kings, a perfect God. on Earth* 
*Tis afTertcd by another Author, That* by the ^.ing 
of France's Sh^ow, the whole World is rulM. And 
fuch was the Efteem that Pope Clement had'forthisMo- 
iiarchy, that he granted a hundred Days fndulgence to 
every one that pray'd* for the Kmg o£ France^ to which 
Pope Innocetit IV. added Ten Days more. 

'Tis a Maxiin in the Salique Lavv, That the King 
of France never dies. But this indeed is altogether 
as true iii Spain, Great-Britain, and other Hereditary 
Kingdoms, till the, Succl-ffion fails. For then it de- 
generates to an Elective Monarchy, or otherwife in- 
to Ariftocriicy ^ or laft of all into Democracy, or 
aRepubUcJt/ ....••■ .; . ^ 
^ =■•"■'" ■'■■•-•• ••• But 
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But Trance is yet free from thefe painted Forms 
of Slavery. Her Kings are mafculinc and vigorous^ 
her Queens chafte and fruitful. There never wants 
an Heir apparent to the Crown. And this fecure^ 
the Nation from a thoufand Calamities, which at- 
tend £le<Sbive Monarchies, and (note popular Fornls 
of Government. 

>^hat Injuftices, Cruelties, MaiTacres, and all man- 
ner of publick Grievances were complained of in 
Romet after Claudius CAfar had bought the Empire 
of his Soldiers ? What Bickerings between the Se- 
nate, the People, and the Armies ? Each Party would 
have an Emperor of their own chufing 3 one Pro- 
vince was emulous of another ; So that fbmctitAcs 
there have been twenty or thirty Emperors together, 
all claiming the Sovereignty. And when there were 
but two, liich was the obftinate and fliong Diipute 
between them, that they have been forc'd to Ihare the 
Empire equally, as the only Means to prevent its utter 
Diifolution. Hence fprung the fir ft Inftitution of 
Collegues in the Empire. And this was the Root 
of thoie Factions and Divifions, which increafing 
and growing up with Time, branch'd forth into 
fmaller Schifins j till a? length, by the Ambition of 
fbme, the Misfortune or CarelcisnLfs of others, or at 
leafl: their want of Power and Courage j that migh- 
ty Empire was cantoniz'd, rent in pieces, and dwin- 
dled intb that narrow Dominion which it now pof^ 
fefles under the Tutelage of the Houfe of AuftrM, 
And there appear no Hopes of its ever being rcftor'd 
again to its priftine Grandeur, unlefs the Bourbons^ 
with their growing Fortune, (hall crown the Eagle 
with a Chaplet of Flower de-Lys, and change the 
Seat of the Weftern Monarchy^ from improfperous 
Vienna to all-conquering Varis. 

In a Word, Henry IV. began the Defign,- Lemy 
XIII. carried it on, and this prefcnt King nas fo far 
improved it, by his matchlefs Fortune and Courage, 
that in all Probability, this or th« next Age will fecit 
brought to Perfe^ion. 
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. Accompli(h*d Minifter, 1 bow my fclf with abun- 
dance of interior Veneration, to the Duft of thy 
Feet : I affcdlionatcly kifs the Border of thy Robe, 
and bid thee a devout Adieu. 

Pari$, i/^hofthtZthMo9» 
tfthe Xenr 1672. 



LETTER VIII. 

^0 William Vofpcl, a Reclufe of 

Auftria. 



TH Y Letters make mc very reftlefs and inqui- 
fitive i they awaken new Doubts and Scruples 
in my Breaft, inftead of removing or latisfying the 
old ones. Frefh Queries dart in my Mind , and the 
more thou latoureft to faftcn me in thy narrow Su- 
perftition and bigotted Zeal .for the Intallibility of 
the Pope and the Kom:in Church, the loofer I grow. 
My Soul is like a wild Colt in the Wildernefs, that 
tofTcs up his Head, fhufB the Air in Indignation, 
and {corning the Bridle of Servitude, neighs for Joy 
at his native Liberty, firampering at large thro* the 
Iblitary Waftcj nor can he be wheedled by human 
Chift to lofe his beloved Freedom, or change it for a 
tame Captivity. 

I have revolv'd in my Mind the Ages tliat arc paft, 
and the Years of untraceable Origin. I have exa- 
mined the Times and Scafons of the World, recorded in 
Hiftory i from Adam to Mojesy from Mofes to JefuSi 
and from Jefus to thefe prefent Davs wherein we live. 
After all, I find that the Memoirs or former Tran(aA:- 
ons are cover'd with great Darkncfs ; yet there are not 
wanting fome Glimmerings of Light, to diredk a di- 
ligent Mind> and impartial Lover of Truth. 
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ye/us the Son of Mary, was of the Stock of A- 
iraham, IfrtiCy and Jacob, He was educated in the 
Law of MofeSi which he obfcrv*d in all Things to 
a Tittle : And in his Life-time he iaid, Ihink not 
that I come to defiroy the LaWy but to ferfeSi it. His 
Apoftles obferv'd the fame Rule, and in all Things 
were ftrid Obfervers of the ftated Precepts. So 
were the Primitive Chriftians, even to the keeping. 
of the Jemjh Sabbath^ bcfides tht firft Day or the 
Week, appointed for the publick Cielebration of their 
own Myfteries, They abftain'd from Blood, and from 
Things ftrangled, and from all unclean Meats, and 
flich as were facrific*d to Idols. They had no Images 
or FiShires in their Chur^lies, Chapels, ox Oratories, 
In fine, they oblerv*d all the neccflary Purifications, 
and ador'd One God with Unity of Heart, and 
lively Faith and good Works. Whereas thou fce'ft, 
the prefent Roman Church follows quite contrary 
Maxims, They give the Lye to our Lord's own 
Declaration 5 and pofitivcly fay, that he came on 
purpofe to abolifh tne Lawy and introduce an Uni- 
verlal Liberty / that we may now as freely banquet 
on the Blood of fkin Beads, as on the Milk of the 
Living i and eat of Swines Fle/h, and other abomina- 
ble Food, with as little Detriment to our Souls, as 
on the FleOi of Lambs, or other clean Creatures al- 
lowed by the Law of Goo. How can this hang 
together, or be credited by any Rational Man ? ^Tis 
no wonder there are fb many Libertines and Athoifts 
in the World, when they find Chriftianity to be a 
zneer Heap of palpable Contradidlions. 

To this thou wilt anfwer, according to the com- 
mon Rule of Divines, that during the Irimitivo 
Times, the Apoftles, and all other Chriftians^ obferv'd 
the Law of Mofes, for fear of giving Scandal to the 
Jews, of whom great Numbers were converted to 
the Chriftian Faith, when they (kw that the Follow- 
ers oijefus did not deviate from the Inftitutions of 
the Seniors, the StMHtU ot the Honfe of Jacob : But 
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that afterwards, when the Gofpel was preach'd £ir 
and wide on the Face of the &irth, and that many 
of the Gentile Nations were brought over to the 
Church j ic was no longer neceflary, for the lake of 
fo contemptible a People as the fews, to fbandalize 
all the re(t of the World, and impofe on them a 
Yoke which they were not accuftomed to bear j 
and which would tempt them to (hake oflF Chri- 
fiUnity it fclf, rather than fubmit to fo intolerable a 
Burthen : Therefore the Church, to facilitate as much 
fts in her hy, the Converiion of the Roman Empire, 
which then extended it felf over the greateft Part of 
the Earth ,• accommodated her Injundlions, Precepts, 
Manners, and Ceremonies qf Religion, to the prelent 
Humour and Mode of thofc Times, And whereas 
the GentHes cat of all Meats indifferent j fo they were 
taught, that ♦his was agreeable to the Will of our 
Lord jeftis, who came to refcue Men from the Sla- 
yeiy -nd Bondage of Mofaick Superftitions. 

By the very lame Rule they introduced thetJIage 
of Images an.l Pidtures in their Churches i And the 
Vc.'iinchrs ot the Pficfts, the Ornaments of the Altar, 
the Tc^pviis, Lamps, Inccnfe, Flower-Pots, and other 
R.r ;i >di Gaidtics, were fa(hion*d according to the 
Pr:jins ihey rcceind fiom the Priefts of Jufitery 
JLfo.lo, Vn-HSy DiarMy and the reft of the Heathen Dei- 
ties. Hence the Fcllivals of the Gods and Goddejfes 
were lurn'd to Holy- Days of Saints : And Temples 
before conlccrated to the Sun, Moon, and Stars, were 
afrelh dedicated to the Apojiles and Martyrs. Thus 
fhe very Pantheon it fcif in Rome, or Temple of all 
the Gods, in Procel^ of Time, by an Ecclefiaftical 
Dexterity, was converted to the Church of Ml- 
Saints. In a word, Chrifiianity in all Things feem'd 
no other than Gcntilifm in Difguife. And it muft 
be thought a Vious Fraud, thus to wheedle fo many 
Millions of Sinners into the Bofom of the Church, 
whether they would or no. 

Oh! 



Vol. VII. a Spy at Paris. 213 

Oh ! Father Willmmy dofl: thou not blufli at thei^e 
trivial Excufes, for the raanifeft Violation of the 
Laws of God? Can Man be wifer than the Om- 
nipotent ? Or will he prefume to corre6t the Ways 
of him that is pcrfc(St in Knowledge ? Is the True - 
l^eltgion to be propagated by imitating the Idolatrous 
Bites of Infidels f Or by proftituting the Sacred In- 
jundlions of Heaven to the Caprices of human Po- 
licy ? Did ever any wife Lawgiver condefcend to 
alter and new-model his Laws, to humour a peevifh 
captious Subjed ? Would he add or diminifh any 
Thing for the jfake of gaining a Fadlion or Party ? 
And can we think, that God ever defign'd, or can 
be pleas'd to have his Divine Lavvs garbled and mixt 
with prophane Indulgencies, Difpenfations, and A- 
mendments of Mortals ? As if he had been igno- 
rant what he did, when he divulg'd his Statutes, 
.and wanted the Counfel of his Creatures to help him 
out at a dead Lift. 

Was that Tehdcrnefs to be only fhew'd to the 
ye-ns for a Time ? And were they for ever after- 
.wards to be jfcandaliz'd ? In vain does the Church 
daily pray for the Converfion of that People, whilft 
by her Doctrines and daily Pra6lices, rfie hardens 
,them more in their Infidelity. The Ethiopian Church 
is a ftanding Witnefs agajnft her to this Day, where 
-tlje Chriftians from all Antiquity, even from the Times 
Si\ the! Apoftles, have kept that Part of the Laia> jof 
iiofes^ which relatps to Cleanneis and Uncleanncfs, 
.and. prefcribcs'the Choice we are to make of Mes^ts 
..allowed to be eaten, forbidding thofe that are exe- 
crable, and an Abomination. Hence it is, that there 
are more j^^w/ copverted to the.Chriftian Belief in 
that Country, than in any other Part of the World 
befid^s. .. . ; ' 

It w,as, in m/Opinipn, to begin- at the wrong 

End, thus, to neg^ecf^ the Salvation of the y^.wj, ■■• 

, our elcjer Brethren, from whom wc received the Ora- 

..cles of G o D,' and run to pfo/elyte the Gentiles by fuch 

prepoftcrous Methods/ as rchder*d us in a rdaa^^t ^.^ 
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much their G>nverts, as them ours: Since we ihuf- 
fled our Religions together at random, and made a 
Lottery of divine and human Inftitutions, exchan- 
ging one Species of Superftition and Idolatry for 
another \ bairtcring Jufiter for fetert and Mars for 
Taul i Venus and her Cuftd, for the Virgin MMry and 
her Chil j Jefus. A God for an Afoftle j and a Dc- 
xny-Oodfor a Martyr: Whilft the L^wit'fclf, which 
is the Foundation and main Prop of T>ue Rgligion, 
lies negledled and trampled under Foot. 

The ChrilUans of the Eaft fecm more cxcuiablc 
than we : For, tho* they are not fo pun6):ual in ob- 
ierving all the Niceties of Cleannefs and UncUsnnefs, 
MeatSy and Drinks^ &c. as thofe of Ethiofm z Yet 
they will not tafte of Blood, or any Thing ftranileJ. 
And their Ecclciiadicks abftain from all manner of 
Fleili, during the whole Courfe of their Lives. They 
obierve alfo many PurlBcations, and wholfbme Rules 
of Life. Whereas we ot the Latin Church wallow 
in all manner of Filthinefs like S\Vine , and blefs our 
fclves, as if we were the only true Catholicks, the 
Eledt of G o d; in the high Road to Heaven, I am 
at a lofs what to think of thefe Things j neither 
can I ever hope to fee the Jews convertS, till thefe 
Offences are removed. 

There is a Rumour fprcad up and down of the 
Wandring Jew, I iuppofe thou haft heard of ilich 
a Man. He is now at Aflracan, and preaches everv 
where, that there will be a Refcn-mation of Chriftiani- 
ty, after the Year 1700. That the Jews ihall be 
converted j and all this to be performed by the ad- 
mirable Gifts of an Englijlman, who fliall reftorc 
Truth to its Primitive Luflre and Integrity. They 
iay, he will caufe the Images and PiBures to be ut- 
terly deftroy'd, and the Law of Mofes to be kept, 
fb far as relates to Cleannefs and Uncleannefs, o*^- 
^ ' *That in his Days, the Tcmgle of Solomon (hall be re- 
built, and the World (hall put on a new Face. 

Father William, I would not have thee dcfpife 

chefe Things, iince they have, been long foretold by 

^ •- * . - . Jf^gkchim 
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Joachim the Abbot, by St. Methodius, by Koftrodi^- 
mus the Trench Profhet, and by many other eminent 
Perfbns, whofe Writings are extant, and many of 
their Predid:ions arc aheady come to pafs. The Kp- 
i?wf» -Church manifeftly Hands in ncal pf a Refor- 
mation : And fincc the jGovcrnors of it cannot be 
prevaird on to fet their Hands to Co pious a Work, 
we know not but God may effe6t it by the Means 
of a Stranger, fomc o^fcure Perfbn at prefent, but 
whofe Light may (hine hereafter through all Gene- 
rations. > 

Father William, thou wilt pardon the Liberty I 
take in difcourfing about theie Things, and remember, 
that 'tis a Work of Charity to bear with the Ina per- 
tinencies of others. However, I thank G o D I am 
out of the Furlieu of the Spamjh Jncjuijition. 

Paris, ifi 4ff the i oth Moon 
of the Tear i6ji. 



LETTER IX. 

To Codabafrad Cheick, a Man of the 

Law, 



T Have a Kinfman by Blood, rcfiding at AftracWy 
1 in the Parts of Mufcovy : His Name is Ifoufy a 
^n of an ardent Spirit, and a£tive Wit -• a great 
Traveller, and one who makes good that Charafter, 
by the ibiid Remarks he has malle on the moft im- 
•portant Things in 'his Way, thio* Afin^ Jtfrick, and 
Europe, For hje is not in the Number of thofc who 
-come home from foreign Countries, only laden with 
Vanities and Trifles. 

Frpna ,him.I receive frc jU' nt Difpatches, ffeice his 
.being fettled at uifiracan, in Quality of a. Mr^^^'^'^^h 
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■where he improves his Eftate to great Advantage* 
enjoys the innocent Pleafures of human Life, wid> 
out fuffering himfelf to be tainted with the Vices 
which are unjJrofitable, troublefome, and bring Scan- 
dal to a Man's Reputation. For fome Vices, thou 
know*ft, pafs into the Predicaments of Virtues, when 
Intereft or Neceflity gives an Indulgence. 

There is a mutual Intercourfe between my Cou- 
fin and me : And among other Letters which h« 
lends me, I receiv'd one lately ,• wherein he informs 
me, that he whom they call the Wandring ftw^ of 
whom I have made mention formerly in one of my 
Difpatches to the fublime Port, is now at Afiracan\ 
that he preaches openly in the Markets, and at the 
Bourfe or Exchange 5 not refufing private Converia- 
tion with any that defire it. 

There is a great Conflux of People from all Na- 
tions, and of all Religions to that City. He carries 
himfelf with an equal Indifference to every various 
SeBy and they all feem mightily taken with his 
Do^rines. The chief Thing he aims at in all his 
Dilcour/es is, that there will be ere long an univer- 
sal Change of Religion over all the E^th, and that 
every Nation on the Globe fliall worfhip one God, 
obey the Law of Jefus the Son of Mary^ and em- 
brace One Faith. When he infifts on this, he feems 
to be void of all Doubts and Hefitations i fpeaks 
magiflerially, like a Prophet, who has received a fure 
and certain Revelation of the Thing he foretels. 
.But when any difpute with him, not in Spirit of 
Captioufnefs, but to iift the Truth } he freely con(k- 
fcends to anfwcr all their Objedions with fblid;Rea- 
ibns, and to convince them by their own Principles, 
that it muft be lb. 
. He %s, that about the Year 1700 of the Chriflian 
.Btgira, the invincible Ofmans ihall break down 
. the Fences of Europe, and ftiall overflow all Chriften- 
dom like a mighty Torrent, that has over-topp*d its 
. Banks.' In thole Days there fhall be great Delblation 
. ;. . • in 
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in Hungary, PoUnJ, Germany, Franc^^ and other 
gions ofJ the M'^eft. Only Denmark, Sweden, Mufcc'^ 
vy, and other Countries of the North, fhall remain 
untouched. But above ali other Nations, he iays, f- 
taly will be made a pcrfeft Wilderncfs, her Cities 
kid in Afhcs, her immenie Wealth plundered and^" 
carried away by the greedy Tartars, Arabians, and 
Turks, who will ipare neither Age nor Sex, putting 
isdl to the Sword, efpecially the Ecclefiafticks } none 
of which fhall efcape the publick Vengeance, live three 
Cardinals, finccre and holy Perfbns, who fhall fly mto 
England for Sanftuary by the Way of the Sea, 

That liland, he fays, fhall become the Reftigc of 
all fuch who can cfcapc the Calamities involving ths 
adjacept Countries. Thither they (hall flock With 
their Wives and Children, and all their Wealth, wh<53 
they (hall hear of the approaching Terrors, the pre- 
fent Devaluations of Italy, and the univerfal Conquefts 
ot the Ofmans : The King of the Country Ihall re- 
ceive thofe diftrcfs'd Fugittvcs with open Arms, and 
fliall aflign them certain Portions of Land, wheri 
they may build Houfes and Habitations for themfclvcs 
and their Families { there being abundance of wafle 
Ground in that Ifland, which they may manure and 
improve to their own and the publick Advantage. 

After this, fays he, fhall arifc a certain Man in Eng- 
land from hi's obfcure Center ; a Pcrfon fill*d with 
all manner of Divine Knowledge and Wjldom, 
endued with the Spirit tf Prophecy, of a graceful 
Afpc£t and elegant Speech, of a compos'd Gravity,, 
and calm Addrcfsj a Man mild, innocent, temperate, 
chafte, and mcrcifxil above the reft of human Race. 
People (hall let their Eyes fill on the Ground, when 
they meet him in the Streets, even before they know 
what he is j overcome by the Luftre of Modcfty, 
Grace, and Virtue which fhines in his Gouritcuancc. 
A Pcrfon highly beloved ot God and Man. 

This Man fliall meet the three fugitive Crd'nals 
k an Hour of Dciliny. Then that which lay long 
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AKithering (hall* fuddenly burft fordlF into a Flame. 
The Light of Gob (hall be dif&is'd thro* his Souli 
his Heart (hall be like a Lamp, and his Tongoe (hall 
utter marvellous Things. When he opens his Month 
in divuleing the Myileries of G o d, his Words (h^ 
be like tne Sparks of an eternal Fire, kindling Sanies 
•of Love in the Brealls of the Hearers. 11m Cardi- 
nals (hall riie from their Phices, and run to embrace 
htm. A Council of the chief fiiibops and Prie(ls of 
ihe Land ih^-be a(&robled bj the King's Order, 
where the three Cardinals alio fhail be prefent ; and 
after mature Ddiberation> with unanimons Conient* 
they (hall call for the Holy Oil of Coniecratiott, uid 
:ftall anoint him : They (hall proclaim him the Great 
Father, and Patriarch of the F^thful ; tiie Direftor 
of fuch as would go to Fariulifi. 

He (hall (hew them a new Pattern of ^e Law of 
yifits the Son of Ai/inf ^ or rather the oki and true 
•ne, free from the Corruptions and Errors which 
hrrc been fupcrinduc'd lor many Years. Then: Hearts 
ihall yicM as to an Oracle* and the Ring of the 
Country (hall approve of their Coun(eL So (hall all 
thoie of the Noble and Vulgar, whcxfe good Fate is 
written in their Foreheads. As for the reft^ they 
(hall remain in their Incredulity. 

This holy Perfbn (hall reform the Errors of all 
tke Chriftian Churches, utterly aboliOiing the Ufeof 
Images and Pi£hires, convince the j^ews of their In^ 
fiddity, and chace away the Darknels of Superftitioo' 
from the Earth. He (hall argue with Rea(bos (b 
Torciblc and cogent, (b clear and demonftrative, that 
none but the wilfully obftinate.. ivill relid the Truth -- 
which he divulges, or oppo(c his authentick Miffion. 
Thoufands (hall be converted by the Dint of his 
Words, ynd ten thoufands by his exemplary Life. 
For he ihall go up and down preaching and doisig 
good Works throughout Grtnt-BritMmy till the 
Number of his Profclytes h compleatJ Then he 
(hail lend Apoftles aqd Mcflen^ers into SveJelsnJf 

jDmmark, 
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Denmark, Mufiwy, and other Parts of lEurope, who 
ihall'alfb convert an innumerable Multitude to his 
Xiiv. Foreign Princes fliall fend their Ambafladors 
to the King of Great Britain, and to him i for he 
(hall be at the King's Right Hand. They (hall enter 
into Lcai^es and Covenants, and all the Chrifbaa 
Princes (ball be at Unity. Mighty Armies {hall be 
rais'd in the North, who ihall come down and give 
new Courage to the oppreis'd Nazarenes of the fVeft. . 
They (hall all take up Arms* and chace the Ofmans 
back again to cheir own Country, recovering the 
Wealth which they had taJcen from them. 

After this, by an univerfal Agreement of the Chri- 
llians, this holy Periba ihall be proclaim'd the Great 
Paftor of the Church. A prodigious Army ihall be 
gathered together out of all the Chriftiaa Nations, 
to condudi him to the Holy Land, and to crown him 
in Jerufalem. They (hall vanquiih and exterminate 
the Ofmans out of Taleftim, and all the adjacent 
Regions. Then ihall Jerufalem be rebuilt glori- 
oully i and the Temple of Solomon with Saphires and 
£meratJs. That City ihall be the Seat of the Chri- 
Jiian Muftis, this new Patriarch and his Succeilbrs, 
to the Day of Doom. Then ihall the Eyes oK the 
yews be opened : They ihall acknowledge^^ySa 
the Son of Mary to be the l>ue Meffas, whom they 
liave* io frequently curfcd. In a Word, he fays, both 
ytws and Gentiles, People of all Nations, ihall refort 
\o Jersifalem, or fend thither t heir Gifts and Prefen^ 
It ihall become the Miflrefs of the whole Earth. 

SageO&e/Vi^, this is the Subflatice of what my Cou- 
sin Ifouf acquaints me with concerning the Wandrmg 
Jev, and his new Dodlrines. The Cenfure of which 
1 leave to thee, who haft a difcerning Spirit, and 
art able to diftinguifh Truth from an Impoflure. 
God only knows what is hid in the Womb of Fu- 
turity. Every Age is pregnant, and brings forth 
Urange Events. Yet when 'tis over, all founds like 
a Dream. The World it felf is no belter > 2M 1 
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that write this, am but, methinks, fhe Shadow of 
a Vifion or Trance. I hardly know whether I'm a- 
fleep or awake whilft my Pen {eems to move. There- 
fore,, it bcjlng very late, I lay it afide, and bid thee 
adieu : Praymg that thou and I may have the Hap- 
pinefs, even in this , Life, to tafte the fweet Slum- 
bers of Famdife. 

Paris, 'jth of the. nth Moon 
of the Tear 1672, 



LETTER XIII. 

yt?Hamet, Reis EfFendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

I Think all the fenfible Word afe inquifitive into 
the Life of Cardinal BJchlieu, "He was the Pole- 
Star of Statefmen, whilfl: living : And now he is 
dead, his Memoirs and Maxims ferve as a Chart and 
Compafs, by which the Politicians fleer their Courfc 
,to awid the Rocks and Shelves which threaten a 
.Kingdom, or Commonwealth, both in the Tem- 
. pefts of War, and -the Serene Calms of Peace. 
'■* Thou haft formerly received fbme Remarks from 
'me, on the Life of this great Minifter 5 yet I am not 
furpriz-'d at the Contents of thy lalt Difpatch, which 
^require a farther Account of him. No Body can 
^Icnow too much of a Man who was the Miracle of 
his Time.; and not only ftartlcd the wifeft of Con- 
temporaries, by his prodigious Adtions ^ but haspuz- 
' zlcd all that furvive him, to trace his Footfteps. 

Undoubtedly, France owes to his Condudl all her 

prefcnt Grandeur, with the Hopes (he has of in- 

ci^iinig it. To him {he is indebted for her Con- 

oiiciJs^ in Flanders ^ Sicily i Cmtalonia; Piedmont, anti 
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the German Frontiers. 'Twas he firft taught her the 
xompleat Way to hamble her iniblent Neighbour^* 
and'fo fupprcis her rebcUiotis Dotnefticks. He much 
abated the troublcibme Weigiit of a Crown, and made 
it lit lighter on the Head of Lewh XIII. Whilft 
Cardinal Mazarim^ his Succeflbr in the Vrime Mhiiflryy 
acting byrthe fame Principles, rendered it as fbtt and 
cafy to the prdcnt King, as the Grand Signior's T'ur- 
bant. In a Word, thro* the Efficacy of Richlieu's 
Politicks, Lewis XIV, is become the mbft abiblute 
Monarch in Chriftendom. For he either undermines 
or over-reaches his Enemies, by fpecious 'Treaties of 
Peace, whore he is furr to- have the better on it ; or 
he runs them dowki with the Force of War. To con- 
clude, he has a long Hdad, and a long Sword, which 
all will confefs that have to do with him. And this 
is the pure Refult of Ruhliett's Memoirs. 

Yet after all, that Minilter had his blind Side too, 
as well as other Mortals. Publick Virtues, and pri- 
vite Vices }- State Perfcftions, and Perfonal Frailties. 
He ferved his Mafter with a Zeal and Fidelity, with a 
Wifdom and Courage difficult to be match'd j but 
he ferved himfelf after the common Manner of Men. 
He indulged his favourite Paflioiis, which were Love, 
Jealoufy, and Revenge. 

There is a Letter of mfne rpgifler'd' in -the Ar- 
clrves of the S.^rrcd Tort^, wlicrein I mcrfioacd a 
pii ricuLir Ai-nour of ih:^ -great iW*?^?. BellJes tlidv, 
he had icvcral Intri-'-U'JS with the Duichels of £/- 
vettfy the Counters or Soijonsy end otho* Ladicfe of 
prime Qjiality* Nay, there are not wtmting fucli 
as confidently report, tliat he had two Children by 
• one of his bvvn Nieces. And Verfcs were {prcad 
about on that Subjeft. 

As he chcrifhcd this fbft Inclination to Women, . 
- fo he was naturally jealous ofkaUJB.tvals, whether of 
his Love or Intcreft. He would never fuffcr any 
Man to live, whom he once fufpcdrcd to be in a 
Capacity, and to make the fmalicll Advances to 
thwart hisDcfigns. 

Li ^ ^^ 
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For this Reafbn, he gave the moft coniidenble 
military Offices, both by Sea and Land, to Ecddi^ 
afticks> who depended on him > which occafioii'd a 
certain wag^ih Vnt to pais this Jeft on the pubUck 
Adoiinifbation : 

Vn Arcbtvimu tfi AdmrnU 
XJn Cros Eveqin efi Ccrforsl, 
XM ?r$lJk ?f$fJettt MUX Tr<mtUn$j 
Un Mttri k d%$ Tnufts pitrritms^ 
tpn CMfuchin Unfe an Otm^^ 
Un CarMtal k da SoUat, 
Un Mtitr$ efi Gmtrnliffim ^ 
Trance je crty t^^icy bos 
Ton Eglife fi MagnMahng^ 
Miiite c^ tti triomfhi fat,, 

R#flcCbing hereby on thcArchbilhop q£ BmrsliMtix^ 
the Bifhop of Chartresy the Bifhop of Naniejy the 
Bifhop of Mamky Father Jofefh a Friar> Cardinal de 
Valette, and Cardinal ^Mimi thefe being the Chief 
Commanders of the Land and Sea-Forces. 

It will make thee fmile, perhaps, to loui an Epi- 
taph that was made on that Father fffiph above- 
named 3 who being efteem'd a very inramous Man, 
and lying interred in the fame Tomb with another 
Friar ikmed Father uingel^ provQk*d fbme fkirical 
Wit to put this Sarcafm on him : 

Tajfanty nefi ee fafi chofe etroftgi^, 
Be voir D'lable atifris ^un Ango t 

1 believe Yzthcr fofepk was the worfe bdov'd for 
beine Cardinal KiMieu's Confeflbr. It was obfcrv*d 
thatne died fuddenly, without confeiCng himfelf r 
which occafion'd . another Epitaph to be made on 
him; 



Siifffe 
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Soufe a Tfmbeau gin un bm "Sv^ 
&ui fu( tant di Difintim 
^ui four gtre ban SecrettUrt. 
It mournt fans Coirfeffoju 

Every body iufpedls the Gardiml' Had* a^ Hand is* 
his precipitate Death, to prevent his- telling of Tales :• 
For he knew all his Secrets j and: the Cardinal was- 
known to be with him whenr he. dial. It was du- 
ring the Siege of Brifac, a City on the Rhini> wiiicb 
was then upon the point of fiirrendrin^ to the 
Wtenck : And the News coming to the Cardinal* juft 
as Father Jolkfk was in his ]& Agonies* he canoe 
to his Bed-uide, and laying his Mouth cbie to the- 
poor Fryar's Ear, cried as loud as he couki* Couragir 
Cowaggy mon tltM^ I^ohs avtx, frh Brifac, A ftrange: 
Cordial for a dying Man ^ and fbmebody made thdir^ 
Ver&s on. it v 

Iti CncHllatiy vobls fi Turptirs rtJety 
Itmgitur Infemi Mtmen PMttfieisk 

There iM another Infbnce of this Cardinal's Re- 
rengeful Temper and his Cruelty. One Day the 
Duke of OrliMns, who hated htm mortally, went t<^ 
his Palace, ittder pretence of giving him a Vifitjk 
but really with a I>ciign to ftab nin^ However, as 
fbon as he came into the Cardinal's Pirefence, his 
Nofe fell a bleeding. Which appearing to him as 
an ominous Pre&ge of what he was going about,- 
he was ftruck witn fome Remorie, and frankly con-- 
feifmg his Defign to the Cardinal, begg'd his Par« 
don. That inning Minifter diflemblmg his Re- 
fentments, knowing the Duke was not a Man of ' 
Refolution enough to undertake Co bold an A6lion,- 
unlefs he had been extremely animated by fbme-- 
body near him i he prcfently ref)e£^ed on Mpniicup' 
TuiUnrevty the Duke's chief Favourite. ImmeAi- 
atdy he decreed his Ruin, and to c&tdi it with 
more Eafe, he pretended an extraocduaasi ^\vt^V 
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ftijp to him, 'Oflfering hint one of His Nieces in Mar- 
riage. Moniicur THylameht ^^Vrho fii^je^ed not the 
Train which was laid for- him, cm"braced the Pro* 
jroial with much Joy, as hoping thereby to raifc 
and eftablifh his Fortune under the Prote<fiion of his 
potent Uncle* - In fine, ke married the Cardraal's 
Niece, but lived not to enjoy her ^ for on the very 
Nuptial Day," the Gardinll caufcd hhn to be arreft- 
ed and fent Prifbnef to the Bafiile, where he was 
poiibned by a tryar, in a Glafs of Wine. As Coon 
as. he had ^Wallowed the fatal Potion, the Fryar told 
him. It waj mcejfary for him to eonfefs his Sins that 
I'ity Moment, in regard he had hut a few Minutes to 
lite* Monfieur Fuylaurent threw the Glaft at the 
Eryai's Head, giving him two or* three Twinging 
Curfes, and then fefl on his K-necrf^-'to Confeflron i 
which being perlbrm'd,- he expired.. 

Sometimes the Cardinal was very fingukir and in- 
genious in the Execution of his Revenge, as if he 
endca^our'd to pctfuade the World, that he fulfilled 
the Law of the TalH>y which requires an Eye for 
an Eye, and punifhes by an exa6t kind of Progor- 
t'.or,. As it happened in the Cafe of thft Dukes of 

"• >• ,^\i-:;o r!iC ihriJ.G-ci a /'v.Oj'ji', ^••M'. ii .J'.i"T'> 
• tyi.:;i.y o^potl'd the Cardinal and his farcy. He v»<;s 
the grand Eye-fore, the chief Obftacle of their de- 
ijgn*d Prevalence at the Court. Wherefore, if they 
■could but once remove him out of the Way, they 
thought them lei ves fure of the King's E^r in all 
Things. To efFcdfc this, they confultcd together how 
- to dilpofe of him. The Duke of Gtgfe was of Opi- 
nion, he fhould not be kill'd, in rtigard he was a Prince 
of the holy Church 5 but that he fhould be fent to 
Eome, there to attend the proper Affairs of the Be- 
ckfiaflical Fun6);ion, among the reft of his purpled 
Brethren. The D^ike of Montmorency was clearly 
tor taking off his Head. But Monfieur de Bajfrn- 
fierre was againft both thefe Methods : For, faid he, 
Jf h$ hjtn$ to Rome, he will be always flatting- of 
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Mifchief againfi us. And it would bt an eternal Bit- 
miflr to France, if the VurfU of the' Holy Chtirth 
fhdttid he fiained with Bl(fod. Let ns fend him dofi 
Frrfoner to the Baftile, where he may fpend the Re- . 
mainder of his Days in writing learned Booh, 

The Cardinal, who had his Agents bufy about .fn • 
all Parts, foon was informed or this Coh'Ult : And 
he retaliated every Min*s S-jritence upon its .own 
Author. For he lianiflied the Duke of Guife; con- 
fining him to Rome-, he beheaded the Duke of Mont- 
morency ; and imprifbned Monfieur de Baffomficrre in 
the Baftile, where he lay till the Cardinal's Death.-., 

r could infert a great many more Rctnarks con- 
cerning Cardinal RJchlieu : But I im afraid of of* 
fending by Tedioufiiefs. If thou commanded me, ^ 
another Letter fhall prefent thee with- more Varic* 
ties. 

In the mean Time, with humbleft Obeifincc 'and 
Refpeft, I dcfift, and take my C(?»^ej wifhing thci 
-a long Life on Earth, full of Honour ; and. a .Parne 
without Blemifli, when thou art ti^nflated to Hea^ . 
'veo. ■ ■ : . '. ^y^ 

Paris, If of the ift Month 
of the Tear 1673, 






LETTER XIV. 

. . ■ - . # 

Ttf Mufu Abu'l, Yabyan, TrofefoY 
of Philofophy . at . Fez. 

\ 

THou haft laid a grand Obligation on me by 
rhy laft Difpatch, whofe learned Contents have 
opened my Eyes j or rather drawn back the Veil 
which covered the Interiors of Africk, from the 
View of Strangers. Now I ftand as it were on the 

I. 5 . -^^^ 
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Top of a high Mountain, from whence I take a cleat 
Profped^ of thofe fair Regions, inhabited by Blinks. 
I furvey the Paradifes of the Torrid Zone, a nioft fer- 
tile and populous Climate ; though blind Antiquity 
could not difcern a Blade of Grais Rowing there, 
aor any of human Race fetching their Breath. 

My Mind revels in perfe£): Voluptuoufnefs, and all 
the Faculties of my Soul banquet on ^ Contempla- 
tion of that mod dele&ble Precinft of the World. 
Oh, jifrkk I Thou may'd be callal the A»£ea, or 
Msrcat, where Nature exhibits all her choicefl Won- 
ders. Thy Mountains are higher than the Qoudsj their 
Tops are inacceffible. They approach the Borders of 
FuraM/e, On them fall the River& of Edin in migh* 
ty Cataradls. The Noife of the precipitate Waters is 
heard afar ofF, like the Sound ot renaofe Thunders. 
It deafens the Ears, and afloni(hes the Minds of Mor- 
tals. The ambitious under-growiqg Rocks are proud 
of the glorious Cafcadc) anidenvy thoie that (hoot up 
above them which receive the ^red Flood at the firlt 
Hand, from the very Wings of GaMtL 

Happy are the Valleys which lie beneath, and are 
yearly impregnated by the Heavenly Deluge. The 
grateful Fields and Plains in humble Axrknowledgment, 
make the Returns of Corn and Fruits in dae Seafbn. 
The Marfhes of ^gypf are as the Gardens of -4/£»» 
and the Banks of the Nile as the fenced Seminaries 
of BaSflcriy fragrant and abounding in all Sorts of 
vegetable Delicacies. 

My Heart is rav!(h*d vHth ^he Spcctlhtions of thcfe 
Things. I am fiill as the Moon, and cannot utter 
.0iy Sentiments in order. ViHons of JEthhfk^ Mo- 
f§cc9i Fez, and the Land of Archers invade my Eye$, 
I behold the beauti^ Province of the Smth in a 
Trance \ I (land gating in Ecftacy on the Ihady 
Groves of Bemn and ^Arderj the Haunts of lovely 
Ddmonsy the Genii of the upper Element i who daily 
defccnd to thefe refreihing Solitudes, and convert 
with their younger Brethren, incarnate mortal Da- 
mwf, the Sons of Men. 

I coa- 



Vol. VIL a^ Spy at FA-irit;- 227 

I confider with Admiration the Monfters o? A* 
frickf the Creatures of the Sun aad Slime. With: 
contemplative Horror, I draw near the Dens of 
Dragons , the Purlieu of Crocodiles, and other am- 
phibious Animals, which lurk among the Reeds of "^ 
Nile and Niger, to trapan with feigned Cries the 
unwary Traveller. 

In nne, I am moved with fuperlative Devotion aad - 
Jov, when I purfue thy accurate Defcription of the - 
prmcipal Mpfym at Fn^ Methloks I fee the ftu- 
pendous Fabnck. making its lofty Advance towards » 
Heaven. My Eyes revere the holy and magnificent 
Strufhire, on the outiide adorned witn ibtely Towera • 
and Minerats, and covering fifty hundred Paices ia<* 
its Circuit. But when my Fancy enters in by any- 
of the one and thirty Gates by Night, I -am dazzled 
with the mfupportable Splendor ok* & many thou- 
Gxid Lamps, as bum withm that moft illufhioixt- 
Temfle. I admire with proportionate Veneratioor'. 
the Charad^er thou giveft of all the other Magnifi* 
cences in that ancient and noble City» with Wliat->~ 
foever elfe thou fayeft of the whole Kingdom, ani 
the adjacent Regions* 

In anfwer to thy Rieqaeft, 1 wiU in^ another Let* 
ter fend thee a fhort Pourtraidtnre and Hiftory of 
Omfiimtmofle ^.but noffr I>am interrupted by Com* 
pany. Beudes, my Letter would be too hmg. 

I'befeech thee to^ cherift that Friend flnp which n 
thou haf^ hitherto (hew^ me: And let -me have the 
l^nour of ^thy frequent Conversation by Lettert.^ 
For though I nve in a populous City^ yet my life* 
ftems like that of an Owl or a Pelican of the ~ 
£urt, extremely fbliury and dejeAcd. 

Pars> r^th of the I'dMom 
ef rheXef^ '^7}« 



XiET^ 
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L E T T E R X V. 

To the fame. 

SUCH is the Zeal I. have to demonftrate hov? 
highly I value thy Friendfhip, that I would not 
fuficT tnis P^.to cfcape without gratify ingjhy Ex- 
peftationsv . I. Jifft now difinifs'd my Company, and 
Ajiving Time enough, will entertain thee with an 
Abflrad^ of what I know to be moA reniarkable in 
the State of ConftantmopU, both at prefent and in 
ancient Times. 

In the firft Place, it will be convenient for thee 
to know. That this City was formerly called Byxjui- 
tinny, from one "Byw^ Adoyral of the SfarJan Fleet, 
under P/Nv/^/^i^i the, iting of.^'^iir/iit, who laid the 
. firil.Fouoda'tioaS: of it. The Story is. this :. . 
. ', txx dd Time t^e Gredapi having a mmd to build 
a new City in ibfnc Part of Thrace, and being at 
odds about the Choice of a Spot of Ground fuitableto 
^£o great and imporvant an Undertakings they at laft 
■ agreed to confult t6e Oracle of Afollo, . Tjaey did 
.&, and were anfwcrM, That they jfhoid^ lay. ^"he Fowh 
datlon (£ the Ctty right ever-agMnft the ilind Metk ; 
^:For.^^e Inhabitants of Chalcjsddn were called, bt- 
' caufewKca tficjr , werCr .upo^i tKp.* jG^me; Dcfigp vof 
, founding » a W^^ ^fio\x]^ .pojt -^iCchin 'be- 

tween the Fertility of the Soil on. tKit £qe/tie P^v- 
^»mh where Cqnfiantmofle now flands, and the Bar- 
renncfsand Dqlart' State of' the (Sroiind where they 

built, on the other Side. "* 

Taufanias therefore hufying his Mind fibouC thefe 
Things, and pitching right upoa .the Sonle'of the 
Oracle, caus'd the Foundations tlf* the tity ta'be laid 
exadly ovcr-againft Chalcedon\ And when it was ^' 
niibed it was called ByzAntium^, as I have faid, from 
Byxuis, who had the Overfight of the Work, 

It 
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It retafin'd this Name many Years and Ages, flou- 
rifhing in a high Degree among the other Cities of 
Greeci and Thrace, being efteemed the Gate ot' Europe 
and yffia, by which the mutual Commerce of both 
thofcQuartcrs of the Earth was interchangeably held up. 

But after the Days of the Me/pas, there arofe an 
Emperor of Rtf/we, whofc Name was Cw/f/iw/wf. This 
Prince, as it is recorded in Rwnan Hi (lories, £lw a 
Vilion in the Air^ when he was at the Head of his 
Army, marching again ft Licinius, and preparing to 
give BattcL He and all his Soldiers beheld the Fi- 
gure of a Crofs, with thefe Words plainly engraven 
in the Firmament : In hoc Slgno "j'me^s : Conftantine 
took this for a good Omen^ and caufed a Standard 
of Silver to be made cxadlly after the fame Form : 
. To which he appointed fifty Standard-Bearcrs, to t:ar- 
ry it by Turns, and to guard it : For it was e^fcced- 
. ing rich, being embofs'd all over with Rubies, Dia- 
monds, Pearls, and other predous Jpwels of, the 0- 
rient. He built a Pavilion- alfo Ibr the gloriou? Iddl j 

• and being inlhudiedin the Chriftian Lai» by EufeBius 
Vamfhyltus, and other learned MolUh's, he was at laft 
baptized by Sylvefter the ^ofe. 

This great Monarch, as the Story goes, being v^ 

pious, and having conceived a profound Vcneratiiki 

for Pope Sylvefter'^ left him the Dominion of Ko;??^, arid 

'■ a ^«at Part oi Italy, whilft he rempvcd the-Imperfal 

• Court to thef^yi, and took up hk Reildence at l^xjik^ 
'. tiurtf^ which he augmented with inDUmcrable jftat^y 
" Edificesj ftriving, if poflible, to equal it with the Mi- 
. jefly andGrandeur of Rome, He-colledfeed whatfbever 

was precious and beautiful in all the Eafty to adorn t;(e 
City withal ; Witnefs the Palaces of fuperb Archi- 
tecture, the admirable Heighth and Form of divers 
Obelisks and. Pillars, all made of Marble, Porphyry, 
or Jafper. Not to infift on the prodigious Strength and 
Firm«cfs of the Walls,' the coftly Aqucduds, with 
other, ferviceablc. Things: At laft, thathetnight'c^- 
iecratc himfelf to immortal Renown, he called the 
City by his awn Nafaw, G^nftantJBdflh or the Cit^bf 
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ConfiMntine: By which Name it is kaowa even to 
this Day. It was alio called Ntw RMmt, after it once 
became the Seat of the Chrifiisn Emfifors: In wheft 
FoileiBon it remain'd, till it was taken by Mahwntt II. 
invincible Emperor of the Ottomanst the Year i^y^i 
according to the Efocht^ of the Naxjtrtms $ on the 
third Day of the Week which they call Ftnttctfi, 

It had been a grand NegleA and Overfight in any 
Prince fb potent and politick as Mshcmet was, to 
fafier fuch an Opportunity to efcape as Fortune of- 
fered him, of taking the moft opulent and glorious 
City in the World. For there was an irreconcikft- 
Ue Schifm broke forth between the Churches of the 
£Mft and Wiffi. There were two or three Popes at the 
fame Time, quarrelling in RoffH for the Suprema- 
cy i there was a War of fifty Years (Unding between 
the French and the EniUJh, whkh unhing'd all the 
Courts in Europe, The Chrifiums had long beft>re, 
(by dear-bought Experience, the Lofs of many hun- 
dred thouiand Men, and infinite Sums of Money, 
confum'd in thoie vain and ra(h Expeditions which 
they ian&ified with the fpecious Title of the Holy 
IF/»r,) found, that it was not eafy to wreft one Town 
of Strength out of the Hands of the tenacious Mtif- 
JklmMns i much lefs to defend it long, or &ve their 
mod: important Cities ftom the Fury of a Titrkifi 
Reprizal.. They were fick^nd furfeited wit^ the 
vifionary Stuff of Feter the Hermit : and all lUumi- 
nato's like him, grew out of Falhion. Every Prince 
and State in IVeftem Chriftetulom, began to mind their 
own Intereft 5 no more enthufiaftick Tales of that Kind 
would go down : The great ones had open'd their 
Eyes. 

Befides, he that was then Emperor of Ortoet, Cen^ 
fiantim P^leelogm, was look'd upon by the dfrifiUms 
as a Tyrant, the 0£F-fpring of Tyrants and Uiurpcrs. 
T^hcGrecisns (Hll retam'd the black Memoirs of thoie 
horrid and nefandous Tragedies, a&ed by l4kh»eiAn- 
Jrofucusy John and Manmly the Predeceflbrs axui An* 
ceftors-ot thisGM^2«»li9#. And they had iuch a par- 
ticular 
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ticular Aver^n for his Government, that tho' there 
were infinite Treafures oi Gold and Silver in the 
Hands of the rich Citizens of CwftantmopUt when 
that City was befieged by Makomet II. yet no Mai» 
would part with the leafl Sum of Money to iiipport 
the Tnolick Cnuft : but chofe rather, in a kind of a 
revengeful and defperate Sullennefs, to fall into the 
Hands pf the victorious Ofmanst than to afford 
their hated Sovereign any Relief. " 

Thus fell that Queen of Cities, the Glory of aH 
the Eafit \inder the Power of ourpuiflant Emperorf^ 
in whole Poflelfion it remains to this Day i and may 
it €0 remain till the Moon (hall be in her laft Wane, and 
the Sun (hall ceafe to (hine on the World. 

In the mean Time, I will entertain, thee en faf- 
fanty as the ¥rmch call it, with a fhort View of the 
chief Magnificences in Canfiaruinofle, 

That which firft draws the Admiration 6f Trt- 
▼ellers, is the glorious Strudbjre of SanBt$ SefhUy a 
Temple confecratcd to the Eternal WISDOM by 
which the Worlds were made : Built by the Empe- 
ror yufiiman with inimitable Magnificence, tho' af- 
terwards fpoiled and plunder'd oi its chiefeft Orna- 
ments, by the greedy Soldiers of Mahomet II. whom I 
have fo often mentioned ; and fix Parts of it entire- 
ly iubverfed by fucceeding Emperors. 

Pity it vns, if furious and ill-grounded Superfti- 
tion was the Cauie of fuch deplorable Ruins. What 
ean be (aid of thofe who demolifhed the Stt^'Wans 
of the Third Temple, celebrated in the unive](fiJ 
Hidory of the World ? That of Disna at JC^t- 
yiw, 'tis true, was the Pattern j yet 'twas not much 
beyond Soloftfon's boafted Ftf^eat ftrHfalem, without 
Iron, Pins or Nails, or other Work of the Hammer, 
excelled but a little in the Artifice and Symmetry. 
Indeed, the Ludre of Sion's Mofque was more ra- 
diant and glorious in Workmanfliip of Gold, the 
Walls and Floor being over-laid wi^h that Metal, 
and the Roof on the Out fide was, as it were, (hid* 
dod with Spikes of beaten Gold £> thicks that there 
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was not Room for a Bird to perch between them. 
And this was done to prevent the Prophanation of 
the Temple by thdr Muting on it. 

When the Sun (hone in its full Strength, the Co- 
vering of' the Temple, xhus adorned, looked Hke a Fir- 
mament glittering with innumerable Stars. 

But to return to the Mofque , of SanSl^ Sofhit$i let 
us confider it in its primitive State, and we (hall 
find fbmc excellent Curiofities. Among the reft there 
was a Candleftick or Sconce of beaten Gold, £q ad- 
.jnirably contriv'd, that it fpontaneoufly fed the Bowls 
-of fcven Branches, with a conftant Siream of Oil, 
which by equal Meafares flow'd into them from the 
Hollow of the Shaft. So that if the Flame- but of 
one fingle one had wanted Aliment, all the reft niuft: 
have been extinguifhed at the fame Time. 

The Walls of this glorious Mefyuii within and 
^^vithouV, prefent the Eye with nothing but white 
. Marble, Porphyry, and other precious Stones. The 
Roof is of a prodigious Height, covcr'd with Lead 
without, but proudly oftentous of its inward Ceil- 
ing, which is divided into Vaults and Arches tichly 
adorned with Golden Fret-work, and fupported by 
Pillars of Cyprian Jafper, pureft white ^farble and 
■Porphyry. There is a Marble Stone in the Mcfque 
had in great Reverence by the True Faithful, becaufe 
• the Tradition goes. That on k, Mary the^ Mother of 
: Jefiis, 'Bpa/h'd the Infant Prophet'^ linen. 

There are alfo under the Mofyue, irinumerable Vaults 
otQratories, fiill of Altars and Sepulchres : But there 
h jio Acccfs'to them, in regard the Dodrs ard wal- 
led up. 

In^a Place not far frqm thefc, you fend ten^ huge 
Veflcls full of Oil, refenred there ever finco the Days 
of Conftantlne the Great, yet remains uacorrupted, 
being of Colour white like Milk. It is an inexpia- 
. ble Crime for any, but the Grand Si£mor*s Phylici- 
ans and Surgeons to ufe or touch it. And thiey 
- compound certain Medicaments with it, for the Ser- 
vice of him and his Serail, 

Now 
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Now I remember what I have read in a very 
authentick Hiftorian, concerning^ an Oyl made by 
certain Holy Pcrfbhs, who only had the Secret oT 
it. As the Story goes, it was extraded from tl\p 
Leaves and Chips ot Wood which are' found floating 
in the Rivers that defcend out of JParaJife, This 
Oyl they compounded with our Ingredients, axia 
performed Cures therewith, which were efteemed 
miraculous. It was lent from one Prince to another, 
as a Sacred and Invaluable Trcaf^re ; Till at laft it 
came into the Hands of the Enfiern Pamarchs, who 
prefided over the Chriftians of the Greeks Armenian^ 
and Egyptian Churches, who pretend to the only True 
Myftcry and Power of making it at this very Day. 
And that though the Ancient Pofes of Rome, were 
formerly prelenred with a yearly Portion of it, fo 
.long as they remaned in Communion with the P^- 
triarchs^oi the Zafi\ yet after Vicior had once made 
the fatal Schifm, which never could be healed iincc, 
the Holy Favour was denied to his Succcflbrs : Who 
inftead of the Original Genuine Oil, were forc*d to 
'counterfeit it, uling a furious Unguent, to prefervc 
the Authority of their Religious Sacraments. A^^i 
hence they lay, it comes to pals, that few or none 
ore ever licalcd by the Extreme Un^ton of the L^bi 
^Livch, 

God knows, whether this be Truth or no. But 
I nm apt to think, that the Ten Jars of Oil before 
mentioned, which lie under the Mofque of Aja-Sa^ 
fhian, arc Relicks of the Ancknt Patriarchs ot Con-' 
ftantinoflc ; who had the Secret of compounding 
the myfterious Extradt. 

From the Place where tSefe Veflcls are kept^ you 
defcend into the Dormitories of Royal Ottoman Car- 
eafcs, the Soils of our renowned Emperors. From 
thence you pafs into Two Caverns, one leading di- 
redWy to th^Seraglio^ the other extending it Iclf un- 
^er the Buildings of the City, by a vaft long Tradl 
of Ground. I knfbw no Uie thei-e is at preient of 
the former Cave :■ But- the latter fervcs foe- 4: Worki. 
'>Qom to certain poor SilkrSfvtv^w^. '^iNs^'^ 
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This Letter would be too tedkms, if I ihould de- 
feribe all the other Utfipies and BuUdiags of Note in 
Ctn^MtucfU, Wheretore, not to tire thee, I will 
refcrve what remains to be iaid of that Glorious City 
for other Difpstches. 

In the mean Time, with an affi:£Honate Conge of 
mj Soul, I bkl thee Adieu: Praying Gad to let thee 
crop the choiceil Flowers of HumMtt HappineisT 

Paris, 14A of tbt phMuni 
.. of tb$ X9Mr 167 jv 



LETTER XVI. 

Td Hamct, Reis EfFcndi, Trincipd 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 

Na W I will perform the Fromife F made thee 
long ago i which was to prefent thee with 
an Uttk ot the different Strength and FaUcies of thefi 
SMxjtrem KtngJoms zod^stes : wherein, I will be* 

fin with Oermanf ^ which is, as it were, the lafl 
retrenchment of the declining BiUfMn Empiri, 
The AjnMls affirm, that in the^Reign of Charlei 
V. when the Mujfulmans invaded AMfitUvrlth innu- 
merable Forces, that Emperor oppoied him with ai^ 
ikrmy of 90000 Foot, and 30000 Hor(e. MaximU 
Han II. went beyond him, and raifed 1 00000 Foot, 
and 3 f 000 Horie. Neither was Com dear in fb yaft 
an Army. It is certain, that the Gerwmo Emperor 
can, upon Occaiion, fend into the Field 100000 ex- 
pert Soldiers. It is moreover obfcrvcd, that from, 
the Year i5'6o of the Chriftian's Beiffrs, even to-, 
thcfe prefent Times, there has been ao War betweefr 
TFrsnce, SpM% and the mtherlmtdh wherein. many 
Xhoufiods of Q9rpmtH,:lmc Q^ fcrv'd^ 
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Tlieir bed tn/kntty is gather'd out of BMvaruh 
Jtufiris, and WeftfhaLia : And their choiceft CMvalrf 
come out of Br$mfwicky yuliers and FrankenM, Bota 
Foot and Horfe fight better, or more fuccefsfuUy io^ 
an open Plain or Field, than in narrow Corert Pla* 
ces» iiich as Lanes and Woods> c^r. For they are 
not good at taking Advantages ot Ground, or at po« 
litick Skirmifhes, and cunning Ambufcades. They 
iiave not Patience to lie long waitins the Enemy's 
Motions, neither care they to divide their main B(H 
dy into Fragments, or Detachments $ but they love 
to wedge themfelves all together in Form of a Tri- 
angle, and £0 march with grave and flow Pace, that & 
they may break through their Enemies, and confound 
their Order, which they efteem itertain Step to Vi£lo* 
ry. They fight better alfb under a Foreign Com* 
matukty than a General of their own Nation. They 
cannot endure the Hardlhips and Afflictions of a kM^ 
Siege) but when once they begin to imart for Want 
of Provifions, they fbon capitulate, and fiirrender. 
Neither have they more Patience in a Camp, to bear 
the Injuries of Weather i but they make Hafte to iet 
upon the Enemy, and decide the Quarrel in a pitch'd 
Combat : Wherein, if their firft Onict fail, they iceii^ 
like Men ftupify'd, aflonifh'd, or in a Trance i noc 
knowing whether they had befl to renew the AP 
fault, or to fly : And if they once fly, there is no- 
rallying them again. Yet thefe Armies are not rais'd . 
without a vaft Expence, nor maintain'd without a 
greater, being cumber'd with a Train of Women* 
Chidren, and Servants \ who confiime the Provifi^ 
ons of the Soldiers, fb that many times they Aarve- 
for want of common Ammunition Bread. 

Their Horfes may be called rather flrrong, thsa^ 
iprightly and bold i being for the moft Part takea 
from the Plough, or otter Rural Drudgeries. In a. 
word, they're ake their Riders, phlegmatick and dull; 
havingthis alio peculiar in tlieir Conftitutioa^ that ac 
the Sight of Blood they (brink, and are ready to fainte . 
Whereas the Sfamfh Hor& gather freib Gsmragt froou 
this Speaacfc. t • — 
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The Germans alfb have confiderable Fbrcesby Sea , 
but thev feldom make ufe of them, unlefs it be a- 
gainfl: tne Danes and Swedes, Beiides all this, their 
Auxiliary Armies are not to be forgot, which they 
receive from Italian Prhices, from the Dukes of Sa- 
voy and Lorain, and fbmetimes from the trufty Suijfes, 

But there are two Things chiefly wanting in this 
'Empire, amidft all its numerous Forces : One is. 
Unity and Concord among the Subjects ; another is, 
a^iix'd Relblation' and Readinefs to enterprise any 
Thing of Moment. Their H/w^-Towns arc always 
jealous of the Neighbouring Princes. And thefe 
again give them Cccalion to lufpe^ their Power, and 
hate their Intereft, which they fo often employ 
f;ain(l them, by iftcroaching on their Privileges; 
Then the Catholicks and Troteftants arc always quar- 
relling ; And one Sedl of Proufiants perpetually 
■perlecuting another. Hence it falls out, that the 
Princes go So unwillingly and rarely to the Diets: 
And when ahey come thers, they ipin out lb niuch 
Time in adjufting their private Prctcnfioris, Claims 
ftnd Privileges ; in performing of Statc^Ccremonie«i 
An4 in deliberating concerning the Publick Good 5 
whilft every one contradi6fcs his Neighbour, and la- 
iwurs with all his Might to- eftabliih his. own Opi- 
iiion, and get it pafsM into a Decree by the Sandtron 
of the Diet ', that before they come to any Rtfolvcs, 
an expeditious and potent Enemy might rufh into 
the Heart of the Country, and even take all thclc 
Northern Blockheads Prifbners. 
• The German Empire is EleBive; and the Power of 
chufmg CA/ar is in the Hands of Seven Princes. Thele 
are firft, the Archbiftjop of Mentz, Grand Chancellor 
of the Empire j in whofe Cuftodyarethe-^r^r/y/vw and 
Decrees of the German Diets, The Second is, the 
Archbijhof of Triers, or Treves, Great Chancellor of 
the Empire for France* The Third is, the Archbifhap 
of Colen, Great Chancellor of the Empire for Italy, 
*\ he Fourth is, the King of Bohemia,. Cup-bearer to 
the Emperor^ The Fifth is, . the Count Palatine of 

xho 
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the Rhine, Mafier of the Imperial Palace. The Sixth 
is, the Duke ot Saxony, Marjhal or SworU-Bearer to the 
^.mferor. The Seventh and iaft is, the Marquefs of 
Braaaenhttrg, Great ChamSerlain, or Treafurer oi the 
Empire. 

There are reckoned ^^ Politick Princes or Dukes of 
the Empire, 6 Marquejfesy f Lantgraves, 9 Archbi- 
fjops, and Bijhops 47 5 Abbots who enjoy the Title 
ana Dignity ot Princes 12, Abbots of.;.-« lower De? 

free j*!. ' Wiih innumerable others, too tedious to 
e named. They reckon alfo 82 Counts of principal 
Note, befides many of a meaner Figure. They num- 
ber 49 Barons and FreeL.oids,.9oH/i»j-Towns, and !• 
Circles ot the Empire. 

In the German-DietSy this Order is obferved : 
"When the Emperor is placed in the Throne, the Arch^ 
bijhop of Triers takes his JPlace juft over againft him : 
,He of Mentz, (its next to the Emperor, oq^ his Right 
Hand 3 the Second Place belongs to the King of Sor 
hernia ; and the Third to the Count Palatine of the 
JRhine. On the Emperor*s Left Hand, the Archbijhop^ 
of Colen takes the firft Place j the Duke of Saxony thp 
next i and the Marquefs ot Brandenburgh the Third. 

The Jians'Tovvvis which acknowledge no other 
Xord but the Emperor, are governed by their own 
Municipal Laws and Privileges, In fome of them 
*the Common People bear Rulcj in others a Mixture of 
the Commons and Nobles j and many of them wholly 
obey the. Nobility. 

No Man ialutcs by xht Title of Emperor, him 
whom the Princes have clcdied to that Dignity, till 
he be crown'd by the Pope or Mufti of Rome, They 
call him CAfar, or King of the Romans, or King of 
Germany , but not Emperor^ till the Coronation is 
finifh'd. Nor does the Emperor, even after he is 
.crown'd and eftablifh'd in the Thjronc, exercife an 
Abfolute Power n all Things 5 Aftliirs of Importance 
being generally icterr'd to the Publick Diets or Di- 
vans of the Empire ^ where the EleSioral Princes de- 
Jiberatve all Things 3 On whom the n^\^ ^^^w^'t ^ 
the Emperor himidf dc^^euds, '^.V^^s. 
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Thcfc Diets arc very confus-d and tedious, in i*c- 

furd the Princes fcldom appear there in their own 
eribm, but fend their Amh^ffmdorj ^nd, Deptuitj, 
¥rbo yet have not fiill Power to conclude any Thing 
without particular Orders from their refpe^ive MaJh 
ters. So that a prodigious deal of Time is taken 
up, in fending Couriers to inform the Princes of all 
emergent Counfels and Tranfad^ions, and in waiting 
finr their expftfs Infhudlions and Anfwers dtg^n, 

' In a word, confiderii^ the Diverfity of Interefts 
cvried on by the "EleBor^ Trmcts, their mutual Feuds 
and Diilentions, Domeftick Animofittes, and Foreign 
Engagements, both on ReJigiotis and Political Accounts \ 
'tis a Miracle that this tottering Empire fbnds &> long, 
and does not foil to Ruin : Eipecially being environM, 
and almoft continually aflaulted by Three Potent E- 
oemies ; the King or SweJen, the King of Tnmc^^ 
and our iavincible Monarch : Not to mention the 
frequent Incurfions of the Mufcovites and Tartars ; 
die Revolts of the Hungarians, Tranfilvaniansy Bof- 
mans, Croats, and other Nations, which are counted 
Members of the German Emfirt. But he abounds 
Ul Men and Money, with all other Necefiaries to fup- 
port his Wars : There not being a more rich and 
populous Region on Earth, than Germany, 

Sage Hamei, when the determin'd Period is come; 
<S9d wSli abafe the Pride of thefe Infidels by the Hands 
•of thft Shve Believers : The Riches of the fTeft (hall 
become the Spoil of JEaftem Heroes i and the Tofieri* 
tj of Sbem ihall take Root in the Cities of fafhet. 

May'ft thou Kve till that Time, to triumph in the 
<51ory of the Houfe of Ifhmael, when they /baU be 
exalted more than in the Ages that are paft. 

Paris, ^h-if the ythUoon 
^ the Tear 1673. 



LfiT- 
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LETTER XVII. 

To Cara Hali^ Fhyfician to the Grand 

Seignior. 

THT Memory is like the Smell of Incenfe; re- 
freihing as Wine of Teuedos in a Goblet of 
pure Gold. When my Heart is almoft dead with"' 
Melancholy j when I can find no Pleafure in Corn* 
pany abroad, and the very Elements of which I am 
made, frown upon me ^ when the Time of Night 
forces me to come home iighing as to a Prifbn* and 
the Hangings of my Bed-Cluiml>er look dull, and feem 
to be painted with horrid Tragedies : In a W4>rd, when 
every Thing in Nature appears in an angry threatning 
Fit, then I think of thee, my Friend,.and that ThougfaC 
relieves me. Thy beloved Id§a is a perfe^ TfUifmam, 
working Wonders in my Soiil. It chatms or coun* 
tercharm^ as nay Occaiions do require. No Feart 
or Grte^, or other melancholy Pailions dare abide 
its Energy : As ibon as it appears, each baneM 
Thought is gone^ the Troops of fad Chwurjt*s t»» 
4ii(h like the Morning Mift before the Sun. Thoo 
art. as a ftrong Tower or Fortrefs, where I can take 
Saneftuary from my Enemies.: An impregnable Citsk 
^el, feated on the Top of a'high Rock ; from whence 
I can look down with Scorn on my Persecutors be* 
aeath, pofll'flTmg my felf in perfedi Security. 

I dare not Co -much as vent my Thoughts to Ano- 
-fhcr, thv-i* a MujJulnMn, for fear of fbjnc untoward 
■Confequence : So indudrious is the Malice of moft 
Mn s io vigilanc and (ludious for an Opportunity of 
idoing Milchiet^ And as for thefe It^dels, my Con- 
verfation is for the mod Part Hiftrionuk, I am con- 
ilrained to aft to the Life a very zealous Chrifliaa* 
ani a Catholic k ; Whei^ GoH knows, my Heart keeps 
Aot Time wiih my exterior. A^csosa ^»A. ^^as^^w 
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Not but that there aic See f ticks among thcChriJiUns, 
as well as among True Beaeven : But t-hcy are ge- 
nerally very private a. id rdci vM : For open Blafphc- 
my, or what is reputed fo here, is certainly punifli'd 
with Death. 

I fomethncs mc^t with ingcnudus and'candid Souls, 
with whom I can diicouric frikrly, and like a Man 
that doubts of mjny Things, which others current- 
ly believe. Yet we dare not truft each other too 
*tar, nor the very Air in which our Words vanilh, 
'after it has help'd to form 'cm 5 left Ibmc fly envious 
J^Atnon (hould catch the traniicnt Sound, and rever- 
berate the yet articulated Body of Particles which 
made it, into ibne inquilitive Ear to ruin us. For 
there are certain bufy golfiping Echo's fcatter'd up 
and down the Elements, ivhich arc always lift'ning 
to the Words of Mortals : And if the fpightful Elves 
can but Uke hold of any Syllable to do a Man an In« 
jury, they arc big till they have vented it. Yet they 
make no Shew orNoifc, but whifper out their Tales 
in Secret ; ibmetimcs in dead of Night, when Men 
arc faft aflecp j at other Times when they are deeply 
mufing on the hidden Things of Nature. For 'tis 
only to the Wife, the Sage, the Noble and the 
Great; that they reveal thefe Paflages, becaufe 
•'tis fuch alone have Ears to hear them. They haunt 
the Bed-Chambers of Kings and Princes, to tell them 
News in Dreams. They are the fwiftcft Couriers 
in the World. For they have Wings, and fly from 
Court to Courti and from one Climate to another in a 
Moment's Time. They are always buzzing in the 
Ears of Statefmen and great Politicians, to whom they 
ftiew the dark Intrigues of Foreign and Domcftick 
£ncmics. Thus arc Confpiracies and Plots of Rc- 
"bcls oft difcovcr'd, though managed never io le- 
cretly. They vilk now and then the Ciofets of 
Thilofpfhers, and luch as love the Sciences : Men of 
abftrafctcd Souls 5 whofc Thoughts are vobtiie and 
pure, their Fancies lively and^^vegcte. Tothelcthey 
4U3ibid tlie covert Myfteries of Nature^ and ihcw 
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them Things to come. They frame the Idea's of* 
remote, unknown Events, which they imprint upon ^ 
the duftile Minds of Prophets and holy Men : In?" 
ipiring them with ftrange and unaccountable Prela- ' - 
gcs of what fliall fhortly happen to themfelves or* - 
others, whether it be good or evil. For thefe bur)r- . - 
bodies are the Daughters of the World's great Soul r ^ 
and they inherit an univerfal Seji^ an.i Feeling of' 
whatfoevcr happens in the Elements. 'Tis true,' 
fome Knowledge they acquire by Study and Obler- 
vation," even as we Mortals do 5 but at a far fwift-* 
cr Rate. Their airy Bodies do not fb opprefs their 
intelledliial Faculties, as our grofs Hulks of Flcfli dp. 
ours. We're forced to dig and plough, or to foW* 
and harrow for fmall Returns of Science' Our Soil 
is barren, it muft be manured and cultivated with" 
Art and Coft, before it yields a tolerable- Harveft of 
what defer ves the Name of fblid Knowledge*' But 
thcie defecate Tenants of the Air, have no more to 
Soi but to be merely" p'aflive, and they flfait IcaRI 
every Thing ; For the eternal Sapience wanders 
through the Univerfe, to fcek out fuch' a^., wilL or 
can imbibe her free ImpreiTion. .She voluntarily; flidg^ 
into receptive Souls, and fills them with her RJfllL 
Thus the fut^limcr Genii of the Air, bask in an ■• 
open. Orb of intclleftual Light, becaufe they are 
embodied in the moft refined and pureft Matter": 
Whereas we Mortals muft be thanktiil for her III- 
luminations by Retale. She only Ihincs on us througlt • 
.Chinks and Grannies of our dungeon Flefh : And ytft 
but feldom fo in diredl Beams. Few Men. <:an 
boaft that Privilege. The greateft Part walk only 
In the uncertain Twilight of Opinion ; or at befti 
in the faint languid Glimmering of human Reaibnj 
which, like the Moon, conveys the Original Light 
of Science to us by Refledion, and at a fecond 
"Hand.* We are fiin to learn fitom Books, from Cob* 
vcrfatipti, arfd Experience. -' ' : 

Courteous Hali, thoU Wilt pardon the Gonfufedneft 
and VvantdF Oxderiathls Len)£rvVAk<»ixW9aL^c^\.c^ 
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fijcr the Force of Melancholy. which fird prompted ■ 
roe to write it. For, being very fad,..and .overcaft . 
with Clouds of dark and gloamy. Thoughts, whicii . 
different PalTions cauled tojoftle one againft another , 
in my troubled Mind, I knew not. how -.to efcape 
the Tempeft better than by. writing to ^thee, my 
learned Friendi tho' only to exprcfs. my Circumftan- - 
ces. For when J began,. I knew not what ta fay 3 
but 'twas an Eaie to .write at Random, any Thing 
to.breathe my Heart, and ventilate my Spleen^-^ But 
the.: feecifick Remedy of my Grief^ confiftcd. in . 
addreuing . to thee, my dear Phyfician, whofe very 
Remembrance is, a CdthoHcm, Proof againft all my 
Maladies. . 

Adieu, thou Mfctdafius of the OtiomMns^ and' live : 
fer ever. , 

Paris, iffjr of the ^tb Moon 
of tke Tear 1673. 
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j&. ilufa Abu'l Yahyan, Trofefforqf 
.;■"- Philoibphy atJtz. 

TH6u,fhalt fee, that I am a M^ of my Word. 
and will keep my Promife .: For this Diipatch 
^^tains. a farther Defcriptioa of Confiammofk, . 
which I engag'd to pjefent thee whh in my laft. 

This famous City is iixtcen MiJes in Circuit, and ^ 
contains Nine hundred thoufaud Inhabitants. Tis 
,4ivided into three Parts, by th^ Inter courfc of cer- 
tain Arms of the Sea j and almoft forms the Figure . 
of a Triangle. The Walls are of an. incredible 
Height, and encompafs feven Hills within . their ; 
Extent. One is near the Grand Signior^^ Strati : Ano- 
ther is in the oppofite Comer of the City j which 
leads to Mrianofle. Between two.othersy there lies 
0fkiih wiuf h 19 called the gE«^ Valley* I|v this 
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is to be fccn an Aquedudt of admirable Contrivance 
and Structure, the Work of Conftantine the Greatr 
who by this convey'd Water to the City from fevcn • 
Miles Diftance. Solyman II. augmented it, tyopen- - 
ing a Current of Waters two Miles beyond the Source 
otConftantincpie, which run through feven hundred- 
and forty Pipes into the City i bclides thoie which 
ferve the Mofijuesy the Baths, and Houfes of Turifi-, • 
cation. 

At the Extremity of the Town isfcen the antique 
Building of a Fortrcfs, which is called the Cafile tf ; 
the feven Towers; a Work of inimitable Architcdlure,,' - 
There is a Garrilbn in it of two hundred and fifty Sol- 
diers ; not one of which dares to fct tiis Foot out of 
the Caftlc-Gates, without the Leajrc of the Vizier 
Az.et9h unlefs it be on two certain Days in the Year j: . • 
that is, the firflr of Beiram, and Ramezan* 

In this Place formerly the Ottoman Emperors us'd 
to lay their Treafures of Gold and Silver, their Arn\p 
and Ammunition, their Books, and whatfbever 
they efleem*d precious. But Amurat the Son of 5f- 
lymus II. traniiated all thefe Things into the Seraili 
where they have been kept ever fince : And this 
Cafile is turn'd into a Prifbn for Kings and Irincu 
taken Captives by the lyue Faithful ^ as alfb for r^ 
bcllious Bajfa's, and other Perfons of Quality. Here 
Corefjui, Vayvod of Moldavia, was fhut up in tlic 
Year 1617 of the Chriftian Mr a. And in the Year 
idi* of the fame Date, the rebellious janizaries im- 
prifbn*d their Sovereign Lord, Sultan Ofman, whom 
afterwards they fhrangled in the fame Place. 

There arc above two thoufand Mofques, Oratories 
and Sepulchres, within the Walls of Conftantinoflem 
I have already defcribM that of JUa^ofhian^ in my • 
laft. It remains now, that I fpeak ot four others* 
built by fbme of our former Emperors. The firft 
and chiefeft, was built by Sultan Mahomet 11. 
to exprefs his Gratitude to God for the taking of 
Cbnjiantinople, It is a magnificent Strudlure, raifed 
iccording to the lB0t9rn of Sanfia So{hia» He 
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causM a h indred ftately Chambers to be built rouni 
abo'jt ir, bo:h for thcS rviceof the /w/i«w*jand Af(?/-* 
lah's who bvrloiig to the Mofque 5 and for the Entcr- 
tainrnent of Srrjingcrs, let ticm be of what Nation 
or Religion IbcvLr. He raised alio fifty other Cham- 
bers without thcfe, for the Uie of the Poor : And 
endowed the Mofque with lixty thouland Pucats of 
yearly Revenue. 

The fccond Mofque was built by Bajaaiet II. the 
Son of this Mahomet, The third was. built by Seli-, 
mus I. T.ie fourth, by Solpnan the Magnificent. 
The tliree laft of theic Princes lie buried each in his 
own Mofq/if, under Monuments of a fuperb Figure : 
Innumerable Lamps burning over them, and round 
about them. Night and Day, whilft certain Mollah's 
pray by Turns, without ceafing, for the Health of 
the departed Roval Souls. ^ 

But the laft or thcfe Mofques, which was built, 
as I have faid, by Sultan Solyman, far exceeds all the 
reft, and comes not (hort of San^a Sophia, in the 
Richnefs of Marble, Porphyry, and other cxcelfcnt 
Materials. 

The Greeks have .forty Churches and Chapels in 
€Umftantlnaple, wherein they perform the Nazarepe 
Worfhip. The Armenians have four. Thole of the 
Laiin Communion have a College annexed to it for 
a certain Nunaber of Jefuits, This, is feated in Pf? 
ray which is a kind of Suburb to Cenftantinofle, 

The yews have great Liberty in the Imperial Ci- 
ty. Their Habitations are contiguous, taking up 
nine Principal Streecsi and they have eight and thir- 
ty Synagogues. 

The Walls of the City remain very entire, and jure 
* double towards the Land. There are nineteen 
Gates in them 5 one of which is called the Holy 
Gate, in refpedt of a vaft Multitude of Chrijlian 
•Saints who lie buried in . a Chapel hard by it. It 
was thro* this Gate that Mahomet II. made his tri- 
umphant Entry into Conftantinofle, on purpofe, as 
it were, to prophane the retfatcd Sondlity of tht 

Place. 
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Place, and infult o'er their falfe Gods i whilft he. 
came to eftablifli the Law and Worftiip of the only 
True God, Creator of Heaven and Earth. 

There are abundance of antique Monuments in, 
the City, as Pyramids and Obelisks of admirable 
Figure and Contrivance. In one place, there arc 
three Serpents of Marble, ftretching themfelves to 
the Height of two Men, and mutually twitting, 
about each other. T)ie Report goes. That thele. 
were erected by a Magician at the Time when the Ci- 
tizens were muchinfencd with living Serpents, and 
that by this Ehchantment they were freed. 

One of theic has a Wound in the Neck, which wa& 
given it by Mahomet 11. when he rode into thcvan- 
qiiilh^d City. For, he beholding the horrid IM, and 
gucfling right, that it was the Work of fome Ma- 
gician, was moved with holy Zeal and Indignation. 
Wherefore, couching his ^pear, and giving Spurs to 
his Horfe, he ran fiill tilt againft it, and wounded one 
of the Serpents in- the Neck, which is feen to this Day. 

In the iame Pavement there (lands a very elegant Co- 
lumn of rufticfc Workraanfhip, as. they call it: The 
Marbles of. which it confifts, being fanned together 
without the Intervention of Mortar, Bitumen, or 
any other Cement. It has within, a winding Stair- 
Cafe by which one may go up to the Top. 

In this Place, which is called the H'/pfodrome, the 
Ottoman Grandees excrcifc themfelves onHorfeback, 
and fometimes. the^ Gr($n4 S'tgntor himfclf : Eipecially 
on great Feftivals. 

Round about it, there are above two thonfand little 
Shops of Taiylors or Botchers, for the Ufe of thofe who 
would have their Garments mended, fcowr'd and po- 
lifli'd at a fmall Price. And yet out of this £o contempt- 
ible a Trade, the Grand Sigmor receives a yearly Cuftom 
of eleven thoufand Zf^f^i»/. By this thou may'ft take 
an Eftimate of his other Reyenues, which flow into 
his Coffers from all Patrts of {b vaft an Zmfire, 
"* T^iere are above forty thou^nd Ware-houfes, and 
'Shops of Merchants, Broifert, Pedlars, Huckftw^:^**:^^ 
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{uch like Callings : Each Trade having their proper 
Bazaar, or Mirkct, according to the Quality of the 
Goods they fell. But there is one more eminent 
than all the refl, which is called Baftian \ where are 
^Goldfmiths, Jewellers, and iiich as deal in any man- 
ner of fine coftly Things. This Place is environ'd 
with very ftrong Walls, fix Foot thick, and is fhut 
up every Night by four double Gates, and at other 
Times as Occafion requires : So that it looks like a 
little well-fortified Town. 

In this wealthy Market, there is a Gallery or P/- 
az^TLa neatly arch'd and fupportcd by twenty-four 
Pillars. Under this, there are abundance of little 
Shops, fix Foot long, and four io Breadth. Here all 
thole precious Commodities are exposed to Sale on 
Tables or Counters, and with their Lufbe dazzle 
the Eyes of fuch as pafs by. 

Thou may-ll alfo conje^ure at the vaft Gains of 
tbe(c Merchants, by theJRjates which they pay to 
the Grand Seignior, only for their Liccnfe to fell in 
this Place. I have known one Man, that was my 
particular Acquaintance, give yearly two thoufand 
Franks for this Liberty i and he tcud me. That no 
Man coukl enjoy the Freedom of the Place under 
that Price, unlefs he had great Favour (hewn. him» 
which is very rare > and even then it would not be 
much abated. 

As one pafTes from this Market one Way, there 
arifes a flately Column of Porphyry begirt in many 
Places with Iron Hoops: And little diftant you fee 
another more lofty than this : It is called the Hiflo- 
rical Column, being engraven all over with the Fi- 
gures of Men. In this alfb, there is a Stair-cafe to 
the top, but much broken, and in danger of fall* 
ing, ii it were not fhengthened and held together 
with vaft Hoops of Iron. 

The next Thing worthy to be feen, is the old Palace 
oiCmJUntine the Great: Worthy I fay to be feen only 
for its Antiquity ; for it is no very elegant Build- 
ing} yet it ha^ this Commeodationi, T!m, it fUnds 

iix 
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the purcft and moft wholfbme Air of the whole City. 

There is another Market alio waird in, bcfides that 
of the Goldlmi'ths, c^r. which has a Piazza fup- 
ported by fixteen Pillars. In this are fold all Maa- • 
fier of Silks. And a little way ofiF from this, is - 
the Bkzar where they fell Slaves. So great are 
the Gains of this Tramck, that thofe who ufc it, 
pay to the GranJ Signior by way of Cuftom, the 
Yearly Sum of lixteen Thoufand Zeqains. 

The Vintners, Viftuallcrs, and Sutlers, who fell . 
Wine to the Chriftians and Jews, and privately to the • 
Muffulmans, pay yearly Fifty Eight Thoufand, Scvea- . 
Hundred and Eighty Eight Zequmj. The very Fiiher- 
men of Conftantinofle, wha live along the Strand^ 
pay the Yearly Sum of Twenty Nine Thoufand 
Three Hundred Ninety four Zequins. The Corn*--. 
Market, where all Sorts of Grain, Pulfe, Meal, and 
Flower, arc fold, pays yearly into the Treafury i4i 
Purfcs of Money, each Purfe beinjg worth a Thoa- 
fand. Six Hundred, Thirty and T£ee Zequiw. The 
JEgyfttan JMerfhants wha. bring their Goods from 
Alcaire> to fell them at Confiantinoflu p^y ^4 Jur- 
ies. The Freight of all Foreign Merchant Ships, 
make up 180 Purfes of Gdld^ I have mentioned 
the Value of each Purfe before. The great Sham" 
hies without the City, pays 32 Purfes. There fcrve 
in this Place 100 Butchers, over whom there is ^ 
Tr^feB. or Mafier, without whofe Confent no Man 
can kill any Bead, unlefs it be in the Cafe of Ccr* 
ban. Nay, fo great is .the Authority of this TrAfeB^ 
that the Jews thcmfelvcs arc forc'd to ask his Leave 
to kill their Beads after their own Falhion. The 
Rcafon why the Shambles arp without the City, is 
for Purity fake, left the City be polluted with Bliad. 

It is imDoflible to cad up the prodigious Reveruta 
which arifes to the Grand Signior from the Sale of 
Hungarian Sheep and Oxen, in the loth and nth 
Moons, But thou may'f^ comprehend that it is very- 
great, when fometimes in one Day's time^ there are 
fold ajooo Oxent and 40000 Sheep, 
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Neither is it more cafy to reckon up his Incomes 
from the Sale of Houfes, SkiflFs, Galleys, Saicks, 
and bigger Veflfels. Bdides, it would be too tedious for 
one lA-trcr. What fhall I fay of the Tribute which 
the yews and Chrifiians pay, amounting Yearly to a 
prodigious Sum of Money ? Time, Paper, Ink, and 
Hum.in Patience itfclf would fail in rehearling fo 
many Particular^. 

liut thou mayeft frame a Regubr Judgment of 
the immenfe Riches which the Grand Siguier is pof- 
fciTjd of j when thou flialt know, that there is a 
M:r4 in the Imperial City, where Four Hundred 
Men perpetually labour in coining new Money, 
hiving a Vrcjuknt or Overfeer^ who {upervilcs the 
Work, who muft be a Crucian, by a fpecial Privi- 
lege granted to that Nation by our Munifcent Emfe- 
rors ; becaull" the Mines of Silver and Gold, are 
within the Limits of the Grecian Empire, So that 
none but Creeks are admitted to aflift.at this curious 
Arnfifc. 

The Vrefident is obliged every Nere-Moon to fend 
into the Serail Ten thoufand Zcquins of GoJd, and 
Twenty Thoufand in Silver. For fuch is the Plcafure 
of the Great Sultan^ that the Koyal Falaci (hould 
always abound with fair new Money. 

Sage Mttr/u, afllirc thy felf, that Conftantinople is 
the Grand Treafiiry^ Exchequer, or Bank ot the 
whole Earth 5 where all the Riches* of the Eafi^ 
Weft, North, and South, and of the Seven Climates, 
are refunded and hid up as In their proper Centre. 
But I have more to fay in another Letter concerning 
this glorious City. Only Thue juft now gave me a 
Prick v/ith th'j End of his Scythe, to put me in 
Mind ot an urgent Aff.iir, not to be ncglecilcd this 
Moment. Wherefore, in Haftc, Adieu. 

Paris, ift of the SthMoon \ii i k.. •;>. 

rf the Year 167^. ^^fe*^ '*'" 

■ • • J'HE END. 
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